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, ALLEGORICAL TALE. 

X AM vevy - mucli pissed inth your last 
tetter^ my doar Eliza: the composition h 
tnore correct^ mi, your thoughts are better 
OKfibmed * and expressed than tisuaL Yoa 
i»Ai soon litlain a styte of ease and per^)icu«- 
by ; and aa a pf oof of 'what I adrance, 
tiMflps^r^ liie copy of what y^ last dent me 
miA &e thetne yoti ^oie ^y six momhs "" 
AiHB* I Ml persuaded tl^t you will be 
MUfcis of tfod advaniiage you have gamed 
^^?er Aiise difficulties whiih you 'menfl^ itt 
' *voL. Ill, B your 
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yaur Ust lett^r^ as htnng w . nmch , pa"- 
plexed .you. But a young person who can 
so well point out thbse difficulties will soon 
overcome i^hietn. " , 

I remember that, when I was of your age^ 
I adopted a method from which I derived 
considerable imprD^^^nent. I read with 
attention one of Mr. Addiscm's papers in 
The Spectator : I then closed the book, but 
carefully kept (he subject in my. mind, and 
took it for my next theme; which, when 
finished, Iplacedv apart, and 'at my tebare 
compared it whh the composition by wh^ 
it had been suggested ; fot* I did not attempt 
to imitate Mr* Addiac)n*s stykf or to Mhw 
his thoughts closely i but jnm|>ly and in ny 
.be$t m^fioner to express my ov^n on ihi same 
mohLl subj^t. Ydu will be. aUe lo juil§e 
of the imperfe^tioAs of my essays* - But I 
was not discouraged: I preserved my p^Niri 
atid some weeks gfteCi witfiout refeniipg.,lo 
it, I "^rrote a second en the.sam^ subJMtt 
which together with the fohner I s^aiil 
compared ^yoik my mutton ; I jaaswe yoiif 

. ' my 
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j&y Eliza, that I lardy .missed the j^eabure 
arising fnam this reriew i ft)r I fouad that 
I bad enlarged my- idkas, aiad improved my 
expresaons. One or two of my juvenile 
exercises feUinCD my hands the otheir day^ 
and I still think they would not disgrace 
me. 

The human mmd resembles a rich mine* 
if the possessor should content hhnself with 
mdotcBlly saying, ^'I am told that by 
opening tbn mine, whkh is ej^clurively nty 
own property, I shouldveorich my estate and 
teap a harvest of g(^ ; but, as it lies at 
some disiance, as the IdxHir and expense are 
very considerable, and the produce, is un- 
certain, I prefer, pover^ and ease, notwitli^ 
Madtttg the offered sswuace of m7.*eak)«»8 
fneadsy and the prospect of success**^-^ 
wDukl it be presumptuous to conclude * that 
das man waa igqomntly blind to hb own 
interest? WauM you fipt be texnjpte^ to 
remind htm, that bk youth and his strength, 
ivould fail, that Wd necessities would ini^Hi* 
Uy bwome mon wgent^ in pro{>prtion, ^ 

b2 he 



he 'became by sloth tame, imprqmred to 
ihedt them ; and: thttt the just puaishment 
of his present idlaiess and' posOJ^mimfty 
^n^cmld be foture and onavailing re^^Btancey 
vid) the desertion of those frietck whose 
pradent counsel he then nejectied T 

Toung people, and would that I were 
aMe to confine my observation to the young! 
act too oiteii on much the same principles 
as' those I have mendbtied. They waaSt no 
Ki&te, than they possess: a Iktie cvrreot 
^oiA, brisk animal ^itvts,' and hoabdpmt 
Mends, cairy them gaily and codtecitcdly 
de^l^ ;the 'smooth and unraffled stream of 
hSil They may acquh*e^ as they have beeft 
sd f epeatediy assured, hidden treasures, and 
itffie!xpl4red' stores — —Sd much the better. 
When they have exhausted those :at handy 
when the tre'asures of yomh aod of hisidlhy 

6f comeliness and friends, £iil ^hy, thdk 

ihd^d it w91 be ^eH fcr seek at liny.hdmiiv 
for Aose resources wMch af e aaid to be Aei 
pnWlsbn Ndture has so kibidly pcepaMl foe 
ftern. The time ttr r i w o4 > fc ftesaes^pofcii 
' ^ ihem. 



itiem^ and: peradvenKure d)e]r recpilect lintf 
the budoottss ought not to be deferred ft> thf 
last miiiute. They no^ recall to . msmor^ 
aome of those indications formerly ^ven to 
them, of the precise ^tuation of the place» 
to which they are at last obBged to turn 
ihewr thoeghts and theiv hopes. : They nov 
iremeoiber that the zeal and care of the 
^ends of thdr youth had set up certain 
•landmark^ for tbcir use. They recDlle<;( 
that one, the mo^ revered, of those friends 
had pointed oat the spot in which might be 
fi^axidpwregold; that another, experiexiced 
ill wi$4piQy had marked where the precious 
^ot%- was mixed with baser metal; that- t 
third had wai^ned them not to be discouraged 
In such and such spots > for that, altikough 
the vein was deep, and inconsiderableat the 
b^gintiing, it would, in its progress, be amply 
^oductive. ' .' , * /,'• 

Thus, i^rged by necesuty, andailttBd by 
hope^ does an inheriror ^. such* ajiioti^ 
be^ his procrastinateik jdaraey! towajod&iiti; 
^tit ^fae fiiifis the ibrmer seeoe *Gf ^iiatute 

changed; 



dianged ; the country through which he 
passes has lost its picturesque beauties^ it is 
become, desolate and barren, and he is en* 
feebled by mdolence, and saddened by the 
dreary prospect aroutld him. — ^Perchance he 
gains a little eminence, and sees from afar 
the dilapidated memorials of his friend's 
prudent precautions; his sinking spirits seize 
the auspicious signals — he presses forward--* 
but to what conviction? The precious de» 
posit is engulfed by a sea of inordinate 
passions and tumultuous cares, that in their 
ebbing course exhibit to his view *an useless 
mass of sand, which baffles industry ; and 
he sees himself consigned, for the reiliainder 
of his days, to penury and neglect. 

There is not, my Eliza, a precept ill 
morals which contains a more important 
and sdf-evident .truth than that which says; 
'^Ask, and you shall receive.'* The mind 
of man says the same, with nearly the same 
certitade. Tou have expressed more dif- 
fidence in respect to the visbn of Mirzah 
dian was necessary* Tou comprehend per- 
fectly 



fccdy the subject of ie^ and the mdral whichrr 
it contaiBs. As the sphere of your reading 
enlarges, and your understanding mature^: 
you will insensibly acquire a discrimia«ting 
taste, if you suffer nothing to escape you byi 
yielding to your vivacity. But if the indpU' 
genqe of curiosity, or the mere amusement 
of your leisure, is your sole object in readings 
I forewarn you that your profit will be 
proportionably trifling, that you will never 
airrive ^t that judgement on which only you£ 
ifdxkd can be sofidly established, nor ever be 
Opable of selection, or imitation of those 
authors whose genius and corrected imagi* 
Bfttion place them, in the opinioa of the 
Judicious, d$ the standards of good and ele» 
gant wiiters. 

At^ teft years of age you read fables and 
SQmetimes fairy tales to me« It never oc- 
curred to you to examine into their desSgn^ 
their probability, or their improbability : the 
marvellous delighted you, a^d the moral 
escaped. you : all the advantage you derived 
ficom this ^ftractice was a gregt facility in 

readmg 
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reaffing afond, and the habit of seeking 
apBiosement in books* A higher order of* 
allegoricil composition has lately come be- 
fore you with other books ; and you teJl me. 
that the applicacdon sometimes escapes you, 
9sad diat you find the subject obscure : and. 
yet not a day passes kt which your own 
thoughts do not take this mode of expression 
vtthour pcemeditstioa or study* You havef 
heaid hitherto nothing of the art of speakmg^ 
Your mother is but little better informed } 
but JBhe unders&mds what schoolmen mean, 
mheti, ift defining rhetoric, they call it the 
art ai'ykaikxg Tsid i^eaktog with eleganed^ 
and ^gufty. Perhaps, my Elizag I might 
net prssume too far in saying that some ^ 
those who have best known in what nianner. 
to reduce this art to certain j»«scribiBd rules, 
have failed ki the application of them. But 
be this as it may, it is undoubted that nature 
and genius soar beyond them, said can 
^^ catch a grace beyond the reach of art.^ 

Let us try what our own untsd^ effbrii 
will supply us With oa this sukject.« Jet us 

endeavour 
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> .mdeaYOur ta i&Ttfstigate; wiih tfab pPaia 
guide, Ndtiirej die progress cf thought and 
language. The sublet .has engaged the ^U 
tention of the learned ; it has-been productive 
of mforTnation, and of . much specubtbn, 
'We vnU place our discoyeries under the 
Jatier head, and then refer them to yoiqr 
'^ndhthery who «iH very soon winnoiy tbe 
Dirheat, if t&ere be any, from the^ cbiff. 

It is eviilent thdt. kncitv<&dgi9, like virtoe^ 
** progressive : every 'facidly of that beiiq^ 
mtended for anc^therr wovld marks his gfa> 
rious destindftion ; and hie tirho pauses in hffi 
{>rbgres$ tvill not be abia to keep bis station : 
we must dtter advance or recede : it is the 
^p&r o^ nature,' 

Man collectively, like the im£vidaal of 
Kis s|>ecies, ^as been in a state of kifancyi. 
A recent! exam'pte^ .when compiaeed witb 
the amials of mankind^ witi Suffice for oar 
purpose. The ^eat sAlfitedy if I be i^t 
^mistakeily" was one Of the &nt of our mp» 
narchs who could write his own name : and 
from one of those ^cKscbHreiies made- by our 
^ '' a 5 celebrated 
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celebrated circumnavigator^ captain Cook^ 
^d mentioned in Forster's work*, we may 
observe that the state of language is a crite** 
rion by which we may judge of the intellect 
^al progress of man, and at the same time 
form some conjecture respecting the curious 
phaenomenon the diversity of Language. I 
allude to the natives of an island which they 
approached, who appeared to have no ar« 
.liculate sounds, but escpressed thdr wants 
and wbhes by certain feeble and monoto- 
nous cries. Let us represent these people 
tD our minds as the infants of our race. 
Would not captain Cook and his people be^ 
with respect to them, m a simflar situation 
to that in which you would be with respect 
iD an infant of three nicmths old ? Tlie 
x^nly means of communication must be signs 
and sounds : and these, from the savage's ig* 
norance of social life, would be vague and 
amlHguous even to each other, and fre- 
quently unintelligible to a stranger ) for you 

* See CooVs Voyagefy by Forstexy vol, ii. p. 496. 

will 



XI 



keefk in view that these people were, zi 
k appeared^ grangers to all the arts c^ hu--* 
mah life, and that even the accammodatioRS 
of the most; savage state were appareiul^ 
nakAQwnt amoagj^ them. Let us s<q>pb^ 
that oae -or nabre of our cou&tryiiiea had bf 
chaxKC been left on thiidesolate shor^, dndP 
that the person so left was: not the least in^ 
stnicted of ^ those imm.wbdm he had be^ 
separated^ Would. it not follow that foif 
some-dose^ and thai a very^ coafisdecable ane^' 
he would experittce mueb more difficulty 
m his intercourse wiib the natives around 
hifn, thui yovr would with an infant I The 
ieason is ot^ioias : because the signs and 
sDiiads within the stranger's reach woul4 be 
aicnre complicated than are necessary for *the 
single wants of the infant. With attention^ 
even you^.or a girl much youngs than yottr<«^ 
nM^ wotuld soon learn to distinguish) ifk the 
ia&mt : comniitted to your care^ the ay of 
pain^ of hunger^ oc (d weariness, from that 
ii anger and impatience But the b^aint^oi 
iiatuie and die n^tmt d kecaiL drcumsiances 

are 



IS 

ve widely dtfiereot. The mast imtutonA 
savage is a philosopher compared witfa ai 
child of a few mouths old: his existaicefaaa 
depended oa mor^ tha& siiBple peroepiibns ^ 
Cfirtatn faculties of his oiiiMl mutt ham kMB 
«paoded in thft course of self«f reservadns, 
tnd nperieace a&d jodgemait have been 
mfhyid by htm ia providuq^ fm his daily 
ae ce s sili aB# Thase powers art not ufifeidcd 
in the first stage of huaiaa cxmenoa* . Our 
OEite €0iMaN|aaariy would ftr a- time i&ad k 
ifapossible lO'wndomtaiid.aU ihp Tailed sigas 
and amhiguoos aotinda of a TBtional and re« 
Secting creature, howler ns^esseA .and 
tircumdoribed the p6wers of* has masnA 
wdgbt he, £pom the limited sources df.hia 
knowledge^ The poor savage's diffieukica 
inth the stmnger would be still more maniii 
fbld^ £ur: he would utter sounds and eafai-^ 
lut. sigua totfdly incompreheusble to theia 
ibnpla aunds* The reniedy £»' these xoai^ 
asd&.Avik weald, ia* tiai^, Ik» totoki iq 
'die imisatiae iKsulty wfaio^ it .^has iptpased 
the gMA aiidkOr o£ imtbmf^^ hmcm am 

man: 
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lospeak> so would tbese ignontcit isiandent 
lesrn to talk with the stranger. 

We will now suppose th^tr they have 
acquired a laogiuge^ however impetfect^ 
and amore^aocurateidea of the/«l*vahtages 
of articulate wunds. Th^ 'instrtictdr qi^ 
&eia. They laiMDsiblj irecur to t their 
Mcustomed soiinds,* ti»r*new prommcxatioti 
txcomes vitjatedy* ^]f oodibine'souod v^h 
words, /thej add to or diej^-dsoimtsh their 
aoquiced stock; and in a coixrse of years 
m. kknguage peculiar to lim* people is estat 
biisfaed, and. wfakh would be uarntdiligifaie 
to dteiv friendAf instructor. ^ . 

Thus arises a ifiversity of tongues, which 
ase enriched and fk^hioned by the cDinmu» 
nications between man and his felbw'niam 
Our islanders have nowra language, and* to 
this language thef have affixed commoti 
wid af^opciate ideas. Let us ritum^ my 
fiUoa,' ftoin this episode to my metayer of 
itmlmiMl cWe will sopped dh^t! tt^work 
«i|f«U}ritacii;|al ftnprQveiMQt is aow bigttB^ 
li.'j:'. and 
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and dtttitcaaaot^top} ihe tfitenreniag eardi 
k cleai^ed away, and the vhrid care appeavsi 
in all directions* . The labourers now ar« 
range, select ; and method and ocder regu« 
late them; The fixed nika^of the granuna«» 
rian, it may be supposed, are not yetesta^ 
Uished; but they vary, and multiply their 
expressions, and imagmadofi embellishes and 
gives energy to their words, to meet the 
vigorous kiea:r but-these are still too slow, 
and inadequate to the thought; itcithereludes 
the progress," or languishes beneath the 
faUrcfaen of conunon language. They now 
turn to heaven, to earth, to thfaigs animate 
and inanimate, in order to clothe their 
thoughts. Comparison follows : ^^ A man 
js as strong as a lion/' ^^ A woman is as in«» 
dustrious as a bee/' 

The image once received, the .aUusioii 
becomes significant and easy } and ahe tedi* 
ous detailr of the man's courage, and the 
womao'sf industry, k spared. No sooner 
does this figure become familiar, than tlie)r 
advance ianothec. step. • • Meta|teifsprMi|i 

from 
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from comparison : ^* The strong man is a 
Kern." " The cunning man a fox." " God 
is a rock.** •' Hope, an anchor," &c. The 
mind with fiicility assimilates the idea and 
the image; it only asks for some corre- 
spondence and relation, to unite the object 
to the borrowed figure which represents it« 
From the metaphor arises the allegory y 
which is a continuation of metaphors ap* 
plied to some regular design, and supported 
by action, events, and characters- Fables 
are of this sort. The cunning man, under 
the figure of a ios^ addresses a flattering 
discourse to the unsuspecting and credulous 
cock, in order to deceive him.: he succeeds, 
and the vicdm, betrayed by his vanity and 
credulity, falls a prey to his evil designs. 
In this species of allegory, the moral is some- 
times put into the mouth of the actors, at 
another deduced from it. The beautiful 
parables of our divine master, that of Nathan 
to his guilty monarch, exhibit this mode of 
composition under another useful point of 
view. Its saluts^ry lessons reach the heart, 

under 
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under circumstances which would render the 
severe and undisguised Reproofs of truth in- 
effectual to. the offender/ and dangerous to 
the friendly voice that spoke them. 

Thus Allegory is not only tHe handmaid 
of Wisdom and Prudence. Ibut klso th6 atteri- 
dant grace pn Instruction ; and attiring her- 
'self in the fascinating robe of Amusement, 
,she solicit^ Curiosity to admit the pleasing 
guest ; and in its gratification conveys to the 
mind a solid and useful good. 

You have in your account prevented my 
observations on Mirizah, and I am sure you 
wiil receive gre^t. pleasure from the perusal 
of many allegories with which we hs:ve beeli 
favoured by our best writers. 'You' will see' 
the different vehicles thty use, and with 
•what success thty. have been employed. — 
You will find ti:opcs, or Jt^ures,- under 
many more definitioiis, in the little 'worlc I. 
incl^jse with thji3, letter. ' We will endea* 
vour to familiarize ourselves at least with 
the,ejca\upl(.s it affords'us. You will be sur- 
prised "ihat 1 mean to content myself with 

somis 
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some drawn frojn ytxir u^^iidied modeS; ol. 
esquression ^ for nature has already^ my dear 
Sliza, mades you a tolerable pfoficknt in 
rhetorical ^ight&j by giving you an imag^a^. 
tion which i^eds no spur; ^ Tou are as 
cold as ice/' ^^ Mrs^ BeauaK>nt is Goodnessr 
personified :" and speaHing the other day of 
Mrs. Siddons's exquisite p^formance of Lady 
Macbeth, and the impressive xxmmer in 
which ^ appjeal^d to the human bosom, 
yofu said ^' The whole hous^ wap appsill^d f 
a momentary sjillness like deaeth succeqded^ 
and was folk>w^ by oae burst of nature*!^ 
abhqnreiuse of mprder and pierfidy/' I refer 
yott tQ the Uttk; work I s&ad you for th^^ 
l^e \tlifeh 9wh hngqage holds in coia^ 
po^tkvi or ; di^c^ursew It. is . npw time thati 
you shouki uadcarstand its value aiid beauty^ 
Thus, for examj^e, ^^ The fields laagh V^^ 
siog.'' Does not thi]» trope beauQfuIly 
ttpresa die frwtfuhiess of the crojpf^ and tho 
cheerfulness of the season ? . Ia my qpini^po^ 
no particttbr i^^n in the best chosen and 
most poedcal word$ GQuld have produced 

so 
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to happy an effect; H6w many such ex«* 
aihples might be drawn from the same sub'* 
lime writer 9 and from a volume '' beyond 
all price ! " 

The subject of this lettei' has perhaps led 
me into a fault, which k is peculiarly need* 
ful for you to shun. The imaginatioa re- 
quires management ; and ihjd fal^e brilliant 
m composition, of which your grandfather- 
was speaking the other day to doctor Mans* 
field, includes in k a redundancy and injudU 
cious use of rhetorical figures. ' I bad how« 
ever my dengn, as ihii letter related to you $ 
and if that be answered^ I ^H bow soIk 
teissively to tbe pruning criticisBi of yMr 
excdlent preceptor • • • I have added to my 
Setter two little pieces which inay amuse 
you: they t9«re written some yean ago, 
and addvescled to a youth of your age. You 
will do well to reaid them to yoitr grand- 
fether : his oorfections will render, them use^ 
fel. Heaven bless my child ! 

A4 FALMSMTOMX. 

. » 

Obadiah 



19 



Obaoiah wis the soa of Na^hor and 
Fadma. The condition of bis parents was 
humble, their desires were few : amongst 
these, the most powerful was their wish to 
see Obadiah virtuous, and contented in that 
letreat where they themselves bad^ found an 
asylum from a world in which they had 
been betrayed, and from which they here 
saw as 8ure a refuge for the innocence of 
thefar son as it had proved to theur own. 
The Imbitation of Naphor was well calco* 
bted to answer th^r purposes of prudence^ 
and the pressing necessities of that hour whid) 
had fir^ conducted them to it; for it was 
almost inaccessible to human footstq^ 

It stood at the base of a sti^>endous cbaw 
€£ mckp, thrown by the hand of namre into 
a sweepmg and bold ampbidieatrical form } 
to the esKtr^mities of which seemed linked 
the s6urce and the mouth t>f a n^iid river, 
vvhich indosed the dwelhi^ ct Naphor, and 
gave fediitty to the narrow .boundary of 
eoit, £tipm wMch, with labour, he obtained 

a scanty 
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a scanty harvest. The indefatigable Naphor 
^uppli^d' this deficiency from the abmicknt 
treasures of the stream, which not only 
furnished his simple board ivitfa pleatJf, but 
^!so delicacies which these children of uaMrt 
esticnated only by their usefalnfess. Naphor 
had carefikiKy turned to profit a^ small beatv 
in which he bad onc6 found safety a^Sd 
reached his present shelter* At stated mnes 
he repaired t6 a' large town on the oppositt 
ffide of the river ; but.whioh was too remote 
to be seen^ and by xnucb too dsstaat to be 
feared. He never (%t(md it ; buT^ after 
exchanging his commodity for nQcessart^ 
which contiibuted to the comfisrta of bis 
beloved Fatima-iHld his ^nld, reMirMd 
home, witho<it having any other ceimniuu- 
cation tliah with a man ^ho found c bis owA 
advantage in h» fide&y. * - * i > *' ' • 
' ^ During $hes^ ^tbfed iMetni\& of* aMtmee 
the active ^nd - iixdQstrious Obadiah' waft 
employed in the oibivation of aUikle gdrden^ 
together^ with a fi^d of rke in^ oAer pul«eb 
and which hM nothing (^^lh«ir {»odttct 

under 
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lisbg 'sun^ ^db wdko^ied b^ fao^ cheerful 
voice, and. i^' last pa^tiag ray, often sunk 
l^eath tine horizon unnoticed, till he wa$i 
summoned to the evening repast. Thus 
pass^l ^ fifiBt jaeaso^ of , youth mth the 
conteated Ohadiah ; his heart the abode of 
kteoyepHCf^ and his hwx^ wipged by pe^ce^ 
The-ilea^ of 4l|i^':0l!9!^er rwas the first sor«r 
idr4)fi<k^ew^ and 4)e he waili^ herjoGs with 
diat >9^efQes$?, ]iii^h ite ingenuoua.tand 
iimKpeiiMK;^ « hi^ait fee^ > u»df r &e - ua^ 
b^dr^f^ iwd:un^u»qcied trials of itsi 
$ts6|^h. . fUxe reiEi^ed and pious Naphor^ 
bec^.'j^paifl^d^ -bowed jn meek .sufanissioft 
to ^ ^ttck^ tijiat; threatened to^ annihilate th€i 
gpnwpflifig fiomlortS'iof , his life ; .with a. firm 
amfidaK^. ^e sought oQnsolaiiejgi in, h(xpei^ 
which 0^491^^ juim . beypn4 <tbe grave of 
kis.'bu&eqt^ Fatima^ zfid the jpmspect pf . a 
cenmw^^io&eiied the pangs ^of separation* 
He^; teodcfrW «tK»ve tp console the afflicted 
(3h»dwhy lH|t &iI^dinbiseSia(rts( and witl^^ 
ieg«Al«&lMfae|dhiiadailya{ii)ey to dga&r 

tioa 
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fion wd' unavailing grief. But, ahs! he 
knew not that the sorrow of his son had for 
Its source a cause ht removed from the one 
he strove to mitigate^ whilst it endeared him 
to his heart. ' 

I^content brooded in the mind of Oha- 
dbh : he passed his days in repining, and^b 
repose was broken and restless. To evade 
his Other's pious ezhortbtloiis he paMed 
hours by Ills mother^ gnive, n^^rding \m 
accustomed occupations with disgust, and his 
usual labour as insupportable tcMl. *^ What)^ 
bid he fretfully, ^ always this stubborn soH f 
always these rugged and desolate patha^f 
Does fife afford notiung to the miserable 
Obadiah, but the harassing cohcem <tf pro* 
viding a scanty sustenance for an existeBce 
that he neither solfcited nor enjoys? le 
there nothing in this world for-^tfae' chil^ 
dren of mortality but labour and i grave ? 
Surely I am the victim of ah usurped au- 
thority! the passive slave of titnidSty,' and 
of the cold caution of one who^ hafiag 
outHved exijoyment hrmself, beliarea^tet 1 

have 
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hare ao right to the pI^asiQ'ei or clie|Himvti 

of youth! ". 

Obadiah at lei^th import wed his btkv 
to give up to hkn the charge of i;oi|dtti:tt|B^ 
the boat. He had hitherto grateffiil^; ac- 
jmowledged thegopdiiesas!in# lid$dofii yfhidk 
.had spared him the fiHt^;ue amd p^il of the 
ontried • nav%atmi : but npw« Qi^itber the 
oh^ience nor t^ jifiec4Q9 of s^ chi)d ^na 
ready to iDee^ the geiitl^.jt)KMigh fimi denial 
of N.^ph^c* . O^adiah murmiired^* • • he ^« 
postulated • . «,aiid fiiu^4 by $\illea sileiice. 
Tljie ;good father aaw the pertirucity of . his 
sou with sorrow, . ^ 

.^^ Thf>^ koowest not^'' said he to him with 
mHdues^ ^* the natiure of .that bocm ^hich 
thouh^st 4emanded so wcffSnAyj^not tlat the 
regi:et. which ha6 follow^ my refill tepds^ 
iogratitvid^. The voyage that tho^so feudiy 
oqiiQ^^t i$ . iftjtricate aad. daagercMi% ^ T}iou 
.1qiQ^$t.xK>t the course into vhidi thy fiagi^ 
\mk i9ay* be forctd, aml^^t treniipdoua 
b^^s d^r a .^isti^roup e^t^Qt i no: pik)t 
.hath:t4th|rto be«n:fo|ia4, wkft ^tb jinjer- 



iriftg^judj^eM- ft«^ t>^ iifele-to iftfrkthe 
devious way. The most skilful na^gatoi', 
wii fli<^ stovttest vessel, shitre^ in t^e common 
Ipekil ; niid few^ indeed, are the number who 
tekck the defined b&vea without Joss and 
tvouMei wliitst die vkdms of ks fury, and 
the Mpes ^f ii» treachery, aMnmimierable. 
I %ave, kv my lacquired- kno^i^edge <rf tiw 
ad^eftturoits course, paid a price vfbith thou 
iart uii2(bl^to ^^mate ; and, atperienced as 
i lift, -I dar€<^fiot tnist^to my own wisdom 
•Of prudMHier . J* know ♦hat myvigifance is 
4» cbtiftani^dltoger ^ beSAgf sur|)rised ; and 
that my wisdom is folly, * unaided by our 
^e&t pK:^etf/ Be not,' Hierefere, proud of 
^y -Strength and -vigour;' trust' Bot to thy 
^soursge ahd'^diess. Alasi my son, in 
^die vdyage upon which thou so ardently 
fewest -t6 Venture^, these advantages re- 
semble tlfe^^asfify sM&ce of tiie untrodsfled 
'wafers^ WMj like them, smile but t6 bctmy. 
^ ' ^^Tkl thanUul for tiiy present securitfy. 
'Aibi^, iiL«b«wiitkne, wiH^all^pon thee 
lof thy destined 4^es ; at present k is Ifis 

merciful 
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merciful \irUl that thou remaiu hercj fai 
peace/* The boat was ready, aiKi Naphor 

departed- 

Obadiah, troubled but not cofivinced, 
4I0W listlessly turned his reluctant steps to the 
Jitde gard^^. which languished for its mas- 
ter's wonted care. Discontented and dis^ 
pleased^ he found the invigorating beams of 
the morning sun oppressive, and with fretful 
impatience threw himself under the shade 
of a spreading, palm-tree, and covered his 
face with ^ bis rbbe. 

. A deep sleep pervaded his senses.; ^ndleft 
ithe out^etched and passive Obadiah no 
other evidences of eidstence than those 
which fancy fabricated from the. materials 
which she 'found v\ his disturbed mind..#B 
He thought that he had availed himself of 
ik father's absence to effect his escape from 
*Ae cottage, by climbing the rocks which 
surrqmided it. . Ill his waking reveries 
Obadiah. had frequently meditated on this 
project, but had as constantly foimd it 
opposed by the apparent impracticability of 
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the undertaking, from the stupendous height 
of the rocks, and the solid uniform texture 
of their flinty sides. He now, however, 
found nothing to impede his progress, but 
was wafted with airy velocity to the opposite 
^de. The exultation of Obadiah was short: 
he found himself on a naked and desolate 
plain, ** where meagre famine sat in solitary 
state;'* — ^and discomforted and disappointed 
•he turned with anguish to survey the paths 
that led to the rocks he had left. He gazed 
in stupid wonder ; for, far as his eyes could 
stretchy he beheld around the same flat and 
arid face of nature. He lamented his folly 
in all the wild .expressions of despair, and, 
sinking to the. earth, gave himself up, as he 
'thought, to inevitable destruction. A mo- 
mentary forgetf ulness was succeeded by new 
wonders. On awaking from this stupor, 
he eavv around him a paradise similar to the 
promised abode of the faithful. All that 
the most elaborate fancy can paint, or desire 
covet, was spread with profusion before the 
(sucbanted senses of Obadiah. As he stood 

contemplating 
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tdnlemplatiag with delight the 'beauteous 
«cene, he was suddenly struck by hearing 
tis name in gentle accents repeatedly called j 
and, on turning himself to the sound, hp 
found near him a group of young feixfales^ 
^r as the houris of that paradise of whijc)i 
hie now thought himself an inhabitant. They 
welcomed him in the sweetest accents to 
his new abode, and with courtesy offered 
to condujCt him to the palace of their soi- 
vereign. 

The wiHiQg*Obadiah followed their light 
footsteps with prompt obedience, praising 
Mahomet for his singular favour. His 
beautiful guides led him to a magnificent 
structure, in which art and the riches of 
worlds had apparently united their powers 
to furnish its splendid decorations. A sofa 
of down received the passive Obadiab, 
whilst a bath of perfumed water was hastily 
prepared for his use \ robes of the richest 
texture met his ready hand j and a crowd of 
obsequious slaves, with eager solicitude^ 
served in silence around him, A banquet^ 

c 2 prepared 
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prepared by the hand of luxury, invited his 
appetite ; whilst the soft and swelling har- 
tnony of more than mortal sounds enwrapped 
the soul of Obadiah in its fascinating ecstasy. 
At length an impulse of curiosity recalled 
him to the wcmderfui drcumetances of his 
liappy situation; and encouraged by the 
lundness of his companions at the banquet, 
he ventured to adk the cause of a reception 
'80 flattering and so omexpected* ^ I am 
unconscious,'' said Obadiah, " of the vi^ of 
the angel of Death : tdl me by what means 
1 have been thus tnmslated to the abode of 
the fiuthful.** His gsly auditors/laughiqg, 
^assured him that he was still an inhabitant 
of a miich lower region : " But, under the 
gentle sway of Pleasure j*' added they, " thott 
wilt soon forget Mahomet and his fancied 
paradise. The welcome which thou hast 
teceired,'* continued they,. " is the common 
one that our indulgent mistress gives to all 
who seek her favour. Thou hast escaped 
from the rocks of Restraint, thou hast boldly 
shaken off the shackles of Labour, and tb« 

bondage 
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bondage of cold-hearted Age and rigid 
Prudence. . . Drink of this cup, and forget 
thy past toils and abject humiliation." Oba* 
diah seized the sparkling goblet with avidity: 
he drank deeply^ and in an instant everf 
past transaction of bis life was effaced from 
his memory. 

Elevated with new hopes, and impielled 
by new desires, he now, with joyous alacrity, 
ibllowed bis new guides to the throne of the 
goddess* She received him with smiley 
md blandishments ; and, after listening with 
complacency to bis declaration of future al-* 
legiance, dismissed him, by bidding him not 
to fear a power whose laws were to render 
man free and happy. . . On retiring from the 
presence of the goddess, Obadiah asked who 
were the three persons whom he^ had ob- 
served crouched behind the throne, appa* 
rently with the intention of being cpncealed 
from all eyes. " Are they,'* said Obadiahj 
*^ offenders ? for they were covered to the 
girdle with an impenetrable black veil, an4 
appeared to me unfit objects for a temple sq 
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gay and brilliant/' — "We know littte of 
them,*' answered one of the jocund group,. 
** We have, indeed, heard, that, some time 
smce, some strangers visited this happy coun- 
try, and stifl continue to do so from time ta 
time : but, .as they always refuse the cus^ 
tomary tribute, and discover a conterppt of 
our laws, they are always ignomiaiously 
banished; notwifhstanding they pl^d in 
their excuse the commands of an ancient 
oracle, which warns them to refuse our laws, 
and to despise our sovereign. It may be, 
that those whom thou hast noticed belong 
to these severe and insolent travellers ; and 
that^ as thou hast surmised, they are doing 
penance for their contumelious conduct;.^ 
But, were curiosity or inquiry not forbidden 
to th€ subjects of Pleasure, the mystery which 
hangs about these persons might excite a 
desire of knowing their peculiar destination 
and ofHce ; for they appear to be attached to 
the goddess by an irrevocable decree of fate, 
and wherever she moves they follow with 
unwearied steps««^,. and. concealed, as thou 

sawest 
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sjwest them ••••But the precious moments,*^ 
added the speaker, "are escaping us • ... let 
us enjoy them.'* 

Obadiah wanted no incitements — he ro* 
turned to the cup of forgetfulness, and in 
noisy revelry indulged, uncontrolled, in his 
imaginary felicity. .... At length he disco- 
vered that the wine had lost its flavour and 
it ssubduing power • . • . He redoubled his 
draught, and thought it even nauseous . . * . 
his disgusted palate refused it . • , . and he 
pushed the goblet from^him... The goddess 
frowned . ; . . she turned away her face,, and 
fled with precipitation from her tenified 
votary. With hasty steps Obadiah followed 
her in order to sue for pardon. . . He traced 
her footsteps through all the intricacies of 
the palace, and the adjoining groves. ....She 
still fled . . and with impetuous speed Oba- 

•diah pursued In her rapid' flight she 

dropped the mask which bore the semblance 

of youthful beauty, and, suddenly turning 

' on the panting Obadiah, exhibited an aspect 

which stiSeoed him into palpitating horror* 

As 
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As he gaxed on the faideoiss phantom^ it 
melted into air; and Obadiah, casting down 
his aching eyes, perceived Ihe beauteous 
mask of the goddess tying at his feet. He 
spumed it ifrom him with indignation,' 
exclaiming, " Is this, then, the object 
of my senseless worship? Is this painted 
pageant the idol to which I have bowed ?** 
He stooped to take in his hand the evidence 
of his folly and credulity : but,, on reaching*^ 
forth his hand, it crumbled to dust, and 
thus eluded his examination. 

Before he could recover from this netr 
surprise, he was rudely grasped by some one 
behind him ; and turning hastily to see his 
' ' assailant, he discovered the three unknown 
t--/ personages who had so much excited his 
curiosity. A sudden awe and dread seized 
his spirits, and he stood confounded and 
trembling before them. They were no 
longer veiled; but looked like emaciated 
spectres, and were bending with age and 
decrepitude. With palsied hands they 
threw around him some slight bands, and» 

each 
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each holding a part, were on the point of 
leading him from the spot on which h^ 
stood. 

Obadiab, disdaining foes so feeble, and 

blushing at a passiveness which his surprise 

bad occasioned, now, with a smile of scon^ 

attempted to free himself from such impo>* 

tent shackles. But chains of adamantine 

strength could not more effectually have re* 

tained their prisoner. Obadiah felt bim$elf 

controlled by a power which W9S too mighty 

to be contended with. ** Thou findest/* said 

one of the persons^ ^^ that thy efforts are vain i 

— and yet, Obadiah, thou hast broken with 

ease each of these bonds> many times, when 

singly applied in order to check thy mad 

career. But know, unhappy man, that Corh 

icience is not to be foiled in her purpose* 

The opiate of Pleasure*s deadly cup may 

lull her voice to temporary repose ; but she 

rises with redoubled force from her lethargic 

slumbers ; and now brings me, her minister^ 

Bjsmorse^ to seize my prey. . . .Here,** cried 

he with a stem and hollow voice, ^' is my 

c 5 mandate 
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mandate— read thy condemnation V^ Ob»- 
ctidb cast his eyes on the open scroll before 
him, and saw these . words : 

^^ Thou hast, Obadiah, madly and fool- 
ishly pursued Pleasure: Thou hast discovered 
her deceltfulness, and she abjureth thee for 
ever, and now ccnsigneth thee to the sharers 
of her power and dominion. From this 
destiny thou hast no appeal; for thus hath it 
been ordained by a decree to which aU. 
created beings bend with awful submission* 
But know, weak man ! that thou wast their 
captive before thou sawest the allurements 
of Pleasure. They have been thy unsus* 
pected companions and secret inmates^ 
firom the hour in which thy sickly heart 
turned away from labour, competence, and 
tranquillity ; and their arm hath been stretch- 
ed out to seize thee, from the instant that 
thou forgot the duty of a son, and left thy 
father in his old age to sink with sorrow to 
bis grave.** 

i. Obadiah uttered a deep groan — ^remem* 
brance, like the forked and vivid lightnings 

burst 
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burst on his mental eye.— Remorse with 

ghastly smile presented a small mirror 

''This,'' cried he with exulting scorn, " this 
also is mine^ to show thee what thou art ! '* 
Obadiah instuictively' turned his hitherto 
averted eyes, and beheld an image reflected 
which appaUed him — It was indeed Obadiah 
. . . but how unlike the vigorous and bloom- 
ing son of Naphof I His countenance now 
bore the deadly hue of pallid disease . . • • his 
eyes were sunk . • • • his limbs feeble and 
shrunk .... and his body swollen and dropi- 
sical .. . • , his head bare . . . , his sandals old 
and usekss .... and a dirty, tattered robe 

hung on his shoulders " These are my 

trappings,*' said a second of the terrifying, 
guards of Obadiah, laying upon him a hand 
as cold as an icicle : " the children oi Penury 
know nottiing of the gorgeous apparel or 
sumptuous provision of the goddess that 
thou hast worshipped. But I am not Uway$ 
the obdurate parent which thou findest me, 
Obadiah » . . . thy maladies are not in the 
number of my gifts. Cold and nakedness 

iinake 
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make not such victims for death, as riot and 
intemperance. Thoa must now follow me« 
Conscience hath awakened thee. Remorse will 
be thy future companion, and Penury will 
consign thee to thy grave.". . . ** No," ex- 
claimed the indignant Obadiah, ^^ no ! I 
will seek in repentance, and a renewed hearty 
lor help to save me from thy power. Shame 
and remorse are the portion of those without 
hope. I bow to their chastenings, and bless 
their probing hand : but whilst they strike 
they heal ; and Repentance will still conduct 
my erring feet to the throne of Allah ..... 
But thou, insidious foe to man ! subduest 
those powers which are given to him for his 
defence; and whilst thou unnervest his 
hand for the labour which would protect 
him from thy hard authority, thou hardenest 
hk heart to works of deadly mischief .... I 
disclaim thy power 1 . . . . Shackled as I am, 
these arms shall break thy bonds; for I Will 
still live, and eat the bread of industry/* 
The spectre, cbirected, threw her meagre 
arms around Obadiah • . • . He struggled to 

free 
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firee himself from her direfal embrace • . » • 
his eflForts burst asunder the bands of sleep 
..... and he heard his father's voice loudly 
and repqat^dly calling his name. But a 
lethargic stupor still suspended the faculties 
of Obadiah, and he was unable to answer. 

His father, on returning from his little 
Toyage, found the provisions which he had 
left, untasted, and his son absent. He 
sought him with alarm ; for the darkness of 
night began to overshadow the earth : and 
he at length discovered him by the white* 
aess of his vest, faint, -and almost lifeless, 
under the palm-tree. With tender haste he *ri 
administered a cdrdiaL and conveyed him to 
the sofa .... Obadiah, passively receiving 
his parental cares, gazed on his face, and 
with mute astonishment surveyed every ob- 
ject which met his inquiring eye. 

ITaphor took his hand. '^ My son! ** cried 
he, ^^ speak to thy father : relieve him, if it 
be possible, from the fears which now oppress 
him."'. • • • Obadiah burst into tears, and, 
throwing' himself at Napbois feet, faintly 

uttered. 



uttered, **^Have 1 still a father ? or dcr I still 
dream ?*'. . . .Naphor, somewhat reassured,, 
with gentle soothings besought him to take 
some refreshment ; and Obadiah recovered 
his spirits by degrees. 

He now recounted to hfs attentive father 
the vision of the day ; and with ingenuous 
humility confessed his past discontents and^ 
repining ingratitude ; imploring his pardon, 
and assuring him that he had been taught 
wisdom by his eventful dream ; which he 
should always consider as the particular 
favour and interposition of the Great Pro- 
phet .....*' We will not," said Naphor, 
^Hose the instruction, of this hour in con-^ 
jectures beyond our reach. It is enough 
for us to know that Allah reigneth, and 
that the creatures of his power are the 
objects of his providential care. We know 
not the instruments of his unerring will ; 
— ^but we know that he employs none by 
which the happiness of his creatures is not 
nltimatdy advanced. Regard the lesion of 
this day as an act of his gracious purposes^ 

and 



and treasure it in thy heart a& the evidence 
of his goodness. Let it serve to correct 
the mistakes to which thy youth and inex> 
perience are exposed. Thy dream, my son,' 
is no fable. Believe thy father, its colour- 
ings are drawn from that world which thou 
art so impatient to encounter. Thy father, 
Obadiah, hath been deluded by Pleasure. 
He hath been betrayed by Hypocrisy . . . in^ 
suited by Pride . . impoverished by Injustice 
• • ..and abandoned by pretended &iends. . . 
One precious blessing still was left me!** 
added Naphor deeply sighing : " with that, 
and my integrity, I sought peace in this re- 
treat. — ^But I will not deceive thee, my son* 
Amidst guile and the corrupting influence of 
example, thou oughtest to see my weakness. 
I preferred greatpess to independence. My 
friends were selected from the votaries of 
Pleasure, rather than sedulously sought for* 
amongst the modest and retiring children of 
Virtue . • •! laughed at the prudence of A^e^ 
and, confiding in my strength, became aa 
easy prey, to the designing* 

.^^But 
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But this world, encompassed as it may 
be with danger and difficulty to thee, is the 
theatre on which thou art destined to act 
thy part: nor is it the- intention of Naphor 
to counteract the will of Al!ah> even by an 
impotent wish . • • Go, and act thy part 
wisely . . . Thou maysc find goodness and 
safety ; but thou must be good, and thy dew 
sires moderate, if thou meanest to tread in 
the paths of security. Go, my son, and the 
blessing of Allah be thy portion ! But naar* 
vel not if 1 predict that thou wilt again 
seek the face of thy father in this abode 
of repose and safety . . • Thou mayst seek 
it in vain ; for the angel of Death may have 
reunited me to my beloved Fatima .... Ap» 
proach not our grave with unhallowed feeft : 
bring to it thy innocence, thy ingenuous 
nature, thy piety towards the great. Allah ^ 
or shun it ; for thou wilt disturb the ashes 
of those who gave thee life." 

"Yes," exclaimed Obadiah with emo- 
tion, " I will beware ; for I will never hazard 
an experiment which may render mp un- 
worthy 
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worthy of partakbg, \irith the authors of 
my being, of the same honoured grave, and 
of the joyful hopes with which they met it.** 
Never will I quit thy protecting side.. .Never 
will I abandon my &ther in his declining age 
.... nor forget the hand which sustained my 
infant weakness.** 

"Son of my Fatima!** ^d the subdued 
Naphor, sinking into the arms of Obadiah, 
^^ living and perfect image of her fidelity 
and love ! — ^we will not be sepsurated • • . • 
Thy iather shall still guide thy steps . • • We 
will prepare for the voyage^ and encounter 
ite perUs together. Thy strength and vigour 
shall support my weakness, and my experi* 
ence shall be thy safeguard. Thou shalt 
Uve to adore the wisdom.and goodness which 
have thus provided for the safety and com- 
fort of man ; and thy children shall recom- 
pense thy filial love." 

Thus saying, each retired to his quiet re- 
pose; and the renewed peace of Obadiah 
was undisturbed. 
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Lftteh XI J^ 
HAMET, 

AN / 

ALLEGORICAL TALE. 

Hamet was the child of Abuntdance, he 
was nursed on the knees of Luxury ; hi» 
attendants were the servile and trembling- 
slaves of his luigovemed and capricious will ;. 
and his guides^ the delxising and friva^ 
lous dependants of Pleasure* The singular 
beauty of his person, the grace and vigour 
which dignified his youths encouraged in his. 
mind a contemptuous scorn towards his- 
inferiors ; and from the elevation of his 
rank he looked down with senseless pride on 
all whom he arrogantly thought beneath 
him. His surrounding parasites addressed 
him by the superb title of '' the Favourite 
of Mahomet ; "' and Hamet doubted not. 
but that he had an unquestionable right to 
this high appellatioUj and to the privileges 

• annexed 



annexed to it ; and of these power was the 

first. 

At the age of seventeen he was the un- 
controlled master of l;ii[nself, and of his 
father's immense riches. Achmet, the pa- 
rent of the young Hamet, had at hi^ death 
powerful motives for leaving to his son this 
dangerous liberty, which were not only 
strenuously opposed by the prudence of age, 
but also by avarice. But Achmet could not 
forget the -means by which he had ac- 
quired his large possessions, nor the dangers 
that he had with so much anxious care seen 
suspended over his devoted head. He well 
knew. that the witnesses of his peculations, 
and the injured objects of his injustice, 
waited ojtily for the support of power and 
influence to . carry 'their complaints to the 
feet of the sultan^ and to find ample ven- 
geance in his ruin* Achmet had long fore- 
seen that his credit with his despotic master 
was sinking, and only wanted this discovery 
totally to annihilate it, and to overwhelm 
him in its fall. .With these fears brooding 

ia 
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in his mind, Achmet had for 8oine time re* 
tired from public observation. His sump- 
tuous palace at Bagdad was quitted for a 
retreat at some distance from it, which waa 
called " the Pavilion of the Seveu Moun- 
tains/'^ Its peculiar situation gave this de« 
nomination to the house, which was built oii 
die side of one of seven mountains, that 
with sudden and irregular grandeur rose fronv 
the bosom of a widely extended plain of 
barren aspect; and the vegetation of the 
mountains afforded nothing beyond pasture 
for the wild goats, and a refuge for a few 
scattered and miserable peasants. 

In this seclusion from the world Achmet 
sought precarious safety ; but the end of his 
greatness was hourly approaching, and his 
sinking spirits warned him that the enemy 
he had to encoimter was not to be bafBed 
or circumvented. Persuaded of his speedy 
dissolution, he commanded his son into his 
apartinent, and ordered the slaves to with- 
draw. They obeyed, and Hamet remained 
by his dying father's couch.. 

« Thou 
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** Thoii seest/' sud Acbmet, " the end 
of human greatness. Th^ angel of Death 
hovers over thy father, and may perhaps 
arrest the words I now wish to utter. Listen 
to me with attention, and respect the coun< 
sel which means to provide for thy safety^ 
I leave to thee, Hamet, abundant wealth 
and numerous foes: but thy security has 
been my vigilant care: the first stone of 
this edifice bad for its object thy preserva- 
tion, and that of thy fortune. It is now 
time for me to unfold to thee the secret of 
this retreat, and to account for that wisdom 
in the selection of this spot, which has been 
called folly. Know then, that the base of 
the obelisk erected in honour of the sultan 
18 not what ic appears to be. It is hollow, 
and conceals the entrance to a treasure more 
precious and more abundant, than that 
which thou wilt publicly succeed to as the 
heir of Achmet. In a small iron cofier 
d^osited in the base thou wilt find a roll of 
vellum, on which is faithfully and exactly 
deUneated the pu»ge to the caverns be- 
neath; 
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Tieath ; for these are intricate *and perilous* 
On the morning preceding the anniversary 
of the day of thy birth, watch with obsei^ 
vant eye the first ray of the sun that strikes 
on the obelisk ; observe the identical point 
when it touches the edge of the base. Press 
with thy hand that part, and the secret spring 
xvili yield, and disclose to thee, with the in- 
structions which thou wilt stand in need of^ 
a place of refuge from thy enemies. Be 
grateful for thy father's provident care ; thy 
asylum ia prepared, thy wants are provided 
for, and the means of thy emancipation 
from the caverns will be with thee, when 
prudence warrants thy departure. Bless 
the Great Prophet, who has spared me from 
the bow-string for thy sake/ Preserve thy 
secret, and be wise.'* 

Achmet ceased to speak and to breathe 
almost at the same instant. 

Hamet retained in his memory, his father's 
instructions to the concealed treasure, laugh* 
ed at his predictions of danger, and scorn-* 
cd enemies whom he knew not. He gave 

orders 
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orders for the fiineral obsequies of Achmet ; 
in which was displayed more of ostentatious * 
pomp than of filial sorrow. A magnificent 
mosque and mausoleum were erected in 
honour of "the ftoble and magnanimous 
bashaw Achmet ;** and Hamet was satisfied 
that he had faithfully acquitted himself of 
all the duties of a son. Convinced that a 
visit to the caverns was unnecessary for the 
present, he hastened to Bagdad, and resigned 
himself to the enjoyment of his smiling for- 
tune, with air the wild profusion of his in- 
ordinate wishes. 

His palace and gardens became the won- 
der of Bagdad, and his* seraglio the envy of 
the East, Misery and Want heard of " the 
favourite of Mahomet," and pressed with 
plaintive cries around his gates. But their 
complaints were, by the. command of Hamet, 
answered by menaces and stripes ; and the 
most ferocious and sturdy of his slaves were 
appointed to drive them from the sight of 
their master ; for Hamet's heart was dead 
to pity, and; his fastidious eyes turned with 

disgust 
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disgust from die squalid wretcfaedaess of 
age and dckness* Even the slaves of his 
household^ whose years or countenances dis- 
pleased him, w^re banished from his pre^ 
^nce; smd disregarding the infirmities of 
that age, or their former services, he le& 
them to the rude labours imposed upoii 
them by the vile instruments of his power. , 
In the numb^ of these degraded , slayos 
were four who had enjoyed the favour and 
protection of his father. They had super* 
intended in his apartment; whilst yet a^ 
infant. To their futhful trust was his un- 
guarded youth consigned, and with fidelity 
and attention they had endeavoured to 
check his headstrong passions, and open his 
heart to the precepts of wisdom. They 
had followed his wayward steps with gentle- 
Bess and patience, and with address and 
zeal promoted every indication of docility 
and attention. But Hamet found their ho* 
nesty offensive, and their services officious* 
They were banished from his apartmentf, 
and lie scarcely knew that they lived in the 

crowd 
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crowd of menial slaves, who were employed 
in the gardens. 

The new attendants who succeeded to 
their posts not unfrequently envied them 
their degraded stations, notwithstanding the 
toil annexed to it. Those amongst them 
who could administer new pleasures to the 
palled fancy of Hamet, or succeed in rousing 
his satiated appetite for the banquet, enjoyed 
an influence which nothing could withstand, 
but which hung on the caprice of the mo- 
ment^ and the sudden and unrelenting fury 
of their slave and tyranU 

But " the Favourite of IJIahomet " soon 
discovered his powers limited^ and his in- 
dulgences controlled^ by an enemy that he 
(lid not expect. His habitual andolence, the 
iatemperance of his life, and the violence 
of his temper, soon manifested thdr effects 
oa his health. Sleep fled from his downy 
embroidered sofa ; a feverish heat throbbed 
ia h]3 veins } the debility of age shook his 
jalsied hand j aiid the blooming and vigo^ 
rous Hamet became the declared victim of 

rou ni. D excess 



X 



so 

excess and disease. His malady baffled the 
art of healing. The physicians of Bagdad 
and of the neighbouring provinces failed in 
.every means of relief for their munificettt 
patient; and the languid Hamet dismissed 
ihem with querulous complaints of his dis^ 
appointment^ and contemptuous reproacheB 
for their ignorance^ 

A slave, the favourite of the hour, now 
spoke of a - stranger, whose wonderful dciU 
in medicine, and success in curing the sick^ 
were the conversation of all Bagdad; and 
whose 'wisdom and urbanity ^soothed and 
comforted those whom he could not ;Save 
from death. The slave was dispatched, with 
eager haste, to seek this benevolent and 
skilful roan, and the drooping Hamet 
waited his arrival with renewed hope and 
reffiless impatirace^ At length a man vene- 
rable in age stood before him: his eyes 
were piercing a^ intelligent, the glow of 
faeahh animated bis cheek, and bestowed 
dignity 9nd grace on a flowbg beard as 
nhite as snow. His stature was uU and 

commoAi^g^ 
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cominandingi his drass msaple, and hb 
manners grave but courteoos. He fixed 
his ati^irive eyes on Hamei:, and bis amate« 
nance sunk into paleness and dejiecdon. He 
questioned biai. Aprofound sigh esca^edtuoit 
and his eyes became humid. ^* I see/* said the 
terrified aod trembling Ha&set, ^^ that I have 
nothing to bope/'-^^' Allah forbid!'' fOr 
swered the stranger with increasing emotipn: 
^^ I trust that my endeavours, aiid thy perse- 
vering prudence, will save thee. Be cf g0o4 
coarage. But my skill is vain, oaless |t meet 
with docility. Abstain from thy excesses; 
For this cause art thou visited bysickness: thy 
Pr(^)het chastens thee, for thou hast trans- 
gressed his law. Seek with di%ence the 
^riag <rf Health : so shaU thy soul live, and 
thy strength be renewed.'" The guests of Ha- 
met laughed aloud without cheek or coatroL 
The stranger^ with a severe and untroubled 
cottiuenance^ gazed at diem in silence*-^ 
^' I perceive," said he with dignity, *^ thdt, 
iny advice aeeorda not with the opinitm of 
tliose around thee. I leave thee to decide iai 

D 2 a patter 
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a matter in which I at least have neither 
fiftttered thy weakness nor abused thy cre- 
dulity/* Thus saying, he slowly and majesti- 
6sMy quitted the apartment. Hamet, im- 
pressed with an undefinable respect for a 
man who had not bowed before him, or 
been awed by his grandeur, fretfully re- 
proved his friends for the levity and inde- 
corum of their behaviour, and blamed a 
conduct which had, in the first instance, 
been encouraged by his approving smile. 
He dismissed them with suUenness, and in 
haste recalled the unknown physician. — 
With something like an apology for the 
incivility of his late reception, he entreated 
to be informed of those means by which he 
could find the spring of Health. ^^ I have 
wealth wherewith to purchase it," said 
Hamet : ^^ I have power to command it ; 
daves in abundance to se^k it ^ and friends 
who at the peril of their own lives will 
encounter any danger that may guard it.''^-- 
^ The zeal of those whom thou callest thy 
friends/* replied with solemnity the un- 

known^ 
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known^' " availeth thee nothing. Thy 
wealth and thy power are useless; thy 
slaves will fail ; no hand but thine own can 
reach it ; from all beside it will recede- — 
Thou must sedk it unaccompanied, un- 
attended, or thy search will be futile. Be 
not deceived, Hamet,'* continued he with 
awe-iiispiring authority, " thou art oil the 
verge of the grave ; the angel of Death waits 
only the awful mandate, to strike thee to the 
dust» Go to thy pavilion of the Seven 
Mountains. I am permitted to tell thee, 
that the spring of Health is on the summit 
of one of those heights which surround thy 
retreat, and encircle thine abode. Go fear- 
lessly, and wait alone the interposition sind 
instructions of thy guardian angel.'* Hamet, 
struck with terror at the solemn import of 
the stranger's words, closed his eyes with 
dismay and a sudden faintness. The attend- 
ing slaves crowded to his succour, and in 
that moment of oflkious zeal the stranger 
disappeared. S urprise instantly followed h|s 
retreatt The most diligent search ensued ; 

he 



he was to be traced ndther in the avenue 
of the palace, nor in the gardens } nor to be 
found in Bagdad. Hamet was troubled and 
confounded. His slaves pronounced the un- 
known a maorician, and warned their master 
to beware of him. His companions laughed 
at their superstition, and called > him an 
artful impostor, who had wisely shunned 
the detection he feared. But Hamet, with 
his usual arrogance and inflated hopes, 
decided in his own. mind, that he was a 
s(>ecial messenger sent by the Prophet to 
warn him of his danger, and to prescribe 
the certain means of avoiding it ; and he 
determined to follow implicitly the super* 
natural agent's advice and orders. The 
preparations for the short pilgrimage of 
Hamet would have sufficed for a troop of 
true mussulmen for one to Mecca ! and if 
levelling the seven mountains by the agency 
of others could have accomplished Hamet^s 
wishes, he would have attempted the enter- 
prise ; for he regarded his present weakness 
with tiembKng forebodings, and dreaded 

an 
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9h effort from which ia the pride of his 
strength he would have shrunk. For some 
time he hesitated : the idea of being left 
without a single slave to \¥ait upon him sunk 
him to the imbecility of an infant, and he 
wept like one. The urgency of his con- 
dition, and the desire of life, at length pre« 
niled, and Hamet dismissed his attendants 

from the pavilion His bath was pre* 

pared, the rich carpets spread for his re- 
pose, light and commodious vdistments left 
within his reach, and a repast of choice and 
various viands placed in order. Hamet 
sullenly observed their duteousr cares ; and 
they left him to the hope that they were 
needless, for that in the protection of Maho* 
met he should find a speedy change in his 
situation. New to the solitude which de* 
pressed him, Hamet wandered into the 
delicious gardens which enclosed .the pavi-^ 
lion on all sides ; and of which the high 
walls formed an insurmountable barrier to 
the incursions of the lawless from without, 
and the premeditated escape of the slaves of 

unjust 
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unjust power from within. He carelessly 
threw himself by the side of a fountain, and, 
lulled by its murmurs, sunk into repose. — 
On awaking, he found himself refreshed by 
his slumbers, and the cool breezes of the 
evening ; and excited by a slight return of 
appetite, he returned to his apartment, in- 
tending to satisfy it with the provision so 
sedulously prepared for him. ..... He wai8 

astonished at seeing all that had spread the 
luxurious board removed, and in the stead, 
a plate of bpiled rice, a few dates, and a 
bowl of sherbet. . . . Near these were placed 

* 

an ivory tablet, and a small phial containing 

a red coloured liquor He seized with 

sudden impulse the tablet, and read as 
follows : " The safety and life of thd son of 
Achmet depend on his obedience. He must 
submit to the power which now governs 
him. The elixir in the phial must be 
carefully preserved. He will have notice 
when to apply it to its destined use. Resist- 
ance is vain. If he look on the face jof 
man till his probation is finished, he will 

return 
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return to Bagdad, and share niith his fiaither 
the honours of his magnific^it tomb/' • • • . 
'^ Traitor P* exclaimed the indignant Hamet^ 
^^ thy purpose is now declared, although thy 
vile motives are yet concealed* But I will 
search for them in thy cowardly heart; 
and though that death with ^hich thou so 
impotently menacest me were the sure con« 
sequence^ I will be satisfied and revenged." 
He rushed with impetuous fury to the gate. 
It resisted his attempts to open it ; and pant- 
ing with returning weakness and increased 
impatience, he discovered that he was con- 
fined beyond the possibility of an escape. — 
He cursed aloud his own credulity^ and the 
provident care of his father, who had thus 
prepared him a prison. Exhausted by his 
vain efforts to free himself, faint with thirst 
and the fever that preyed on his agitated 
frame, he returned to the apartcnent which 
he had left. On eagerly reaching his hand 
to the sherbet, he discovered new instruc- 
tions from the invisible agent in whose 
power he now felt himself. On a scroll of 

d5 . vellum 
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vellum he read these vords : ^^ The mind 
of .the ifise maa xoeets fortune with firm- 
. ness and patience* - It seeks in its own re- 
sources those arms vnth which it is neces* 
»sary £>r him to encounter unpTosperous 
etrents. It sarveys with steady, eye dark* 
ness and clouds enoompasiing the face of 
nature ; caught by experience that the great 
samce of light and of life is at that very- 
moment dispensing its accQSfx>med bleaa- 
faigs to wori^ arouml. Thus, with equal 
security, does it rest ii^ the dark profound 
of triai and difficulty, and traces to the 
Author of all good those events that shadow 
over its day of enlivening sunshine* It 
knows that the time is fast apjMx^aching when 
Allah will manifest hnnself in all his ways i 
and x^compense those who humbly rely on 
his wisdom, and with patience and persi»- 
vering courage sustain the part allotted to 
them/' The heart of Hamet received the 
salutvy lesson with sullen sadness. Wtary 
and forJorn, he sought in sleep a refuge 
from his uneasy thoughts ^ and stretched on 

. ' . his 
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his sofa^ Ills unquiet mmd sunk into tern- 
porary oblivion. The singing of the birds 
awakened Hamet before the san had gilded 
the horizon. He started from his couch, 
and repaired to the garden more actuated 
by the desire of changing his place than by 
that of inhaling the invigorating^ breath of 
Ae niortt* Nature smiled around him, and 
insensibly ^fiissed some portion of her 
sweet and peaceful influence over the de- 
jected Hamet. He stood motionless, gaz-^ 
ing, with admiration and new sensations of 
deBghr^ on the glorious orb o^ day rising : 
b majesty, and chasing from the mountains ' 
tops the vapours of the night. The carol- 
ling of the b}rd& ceased for k mom^t at? 
the sight of his irradiating beams, as if t0 
collect in one universal xhoras to hail the 
totekry god of the creation* Hamet wifh 
iiitvokntary piety fett otk bis hce^ and adored! ' 
Him who appointed the sun in its course, 
aifd commanded the light to shiile and bless 
kfe creation. An unspeakable emotion pe-^ 
Aetrsited his souL...,. f^ How has it happen^ 

ed,*' 
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ed," thought he, 'Vthat till this moment 
of doubt and of danger my soul has re- 
mained insensible ? To my eyes only has 
the sun hitherto communicated its light, — 
The sweets of spring diflfused no peculiar 
joy over the heart of Hamet. Autumn 
gave in its rich harvest, and the hymn of 
gratitude never passed his lips. Is it that^ 
until this hour I have been fettered in a 
dungeon ? or that my present prison is the 
destined place of emancipation from mental 
darkness and stupid obduracy ?—^Be it so.-— 
And let this propitious hour be the fore- 
runner of days bearing pleasures that wUl 
not satiate, as those have done in which the 
li(e of the unfortpnate Hamet has been 
sunk/' 

A tear fell on the pallid cheek of the 
subdued Hamet : but his heart was soothed, 
be returned composed to his apartment, and 
drank without murmuring of some goat's 
milk provided for hi|s repast* His unprac* 
tised mind soon however sunk into listless 

discontent. .." Had I," said he aloud, •' but 

one 
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one of those numerous friends who are^ in 
anxious solicitude for my safety^ regretting 
my absence from Bagdad! — had I but one 
to cheer this solitude, I could with patience 
remain in it — ^but to be thus cut off from the 
sight of man is insupportable!" — ^** Those 
whom thou credulously callest thy friends," 
* answered an audible whisper, ♦' are now re- 
velling; in thy palace, and laughing at thy 
folly." The astonished Hamet looked 
fearfully around him— all was silent — and 
he determined to explore every part of the 
habitation*. He left the rotunda, and with 
eager hope examined every approach to 
it: each apartment was visited with the 
most exact scrutiny^ and disappointed and 
restless he returned to the central room 
he had quitted. In the midst of it stood a 
reading-desk, on which was placed the 
Koran; and in the usual characters was 
written on a label *^ Behold thy Friend/' 

Hamet, not doubting but that he was un- 
der the control of a power which he was 

unable to resist, passively obeyed He 

placed 
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placed himself before the holy book, and 
his mind insensibly became interested by its 
sublime and consoling doctrines. He for- 
got the passing hours, till the setting sun re* 
minded him of his pious resolutions* He 
performed his ablutions, and for the first 
time in his life tasted the glorious privilege 
of Man communing with his Maker. — 
Hamet prayed with fervour and sincerity of 
heart. He asked of Heaven an enlight- 
ened mind ; and he returned with tranquil- 
lity and hope to calm repose. The truths 
of religion now poured daily into the puri- 
fied heart of Hamet their salutary balm. 
The temperance of his board had restored 
faeahh and vigour to bis body ; he was 
famifiarized with solitude ; and found plea* 
sure in working in the garden, and water- 
ing the parterres. ' He saw with composure 
that his invisible guide presented him with 
new instructions, and he read them with the 
firm purpose of obedience. He learned that 
on the night of the approaching fuH moon 
he was to prepare for his departure. An: 

abstinence 
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abfitmeace of twelve hours from food \f^ 
enjoined for the preceding day, and the 
elixir was to be swallowed at sun-set. H^ 
met had now no fears. ^'The friend of 
AUah^" ^id be> ^^ cannot be my enemy. 
I have learned to trust to a power that cas 
save noe from a host, if in its wisdom it 
see fit ta spare me } and in that protection 
I will trust/' 4 . • • . . He hsid still two or 
three days to w^it the appointed time ; 
and he recollected that his birthrday was 
included in the period^ '^ My course is ua- 
cmaaa^" thought Hamet. ^^ I am not forw 
bidden to pr0Vi((ie for the n^easities of it 
I will profit from the present hour to 
tmt the caverns^ and ftom thence take m 
supply that may be need^l/' Thb purpose 
engaged so much of his attisitioa, that at 
the dawn of day Hamet was at the obe* 
&k. But a moment sufficM to show him 
that his labours had A:>em prerented. The 
iron coffer was before him, and contained 
nothing but the ivory tablet, on which wa$ 
witten.* ^. '^ Seek not^ Harnet^ those riches 

which 
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which endure not. Seek wisdcmi) and get 
understanding. Gold has already betrayed 
thee. Trust no more to thy insidious foe.** 
— "Angel of Truth!'* exclaimed Hamet, 
^' I acknowledge thy admonition, and sub^ 
mit to thy wisdom. Yes : gold has indeed 
betrayed me : its fatal influence robbed my 
youth of instruction, fostered every passion 
of my degraded soul, subdued its energies^ 
or converted them to frantic violence, — 
It has rendered my more mature age like a 
^ck man's dream ; my life has been without 
honour, and my existence useless to all.'" — 
Hamet paused, and wept afoud. '^ Hope ! '^ 
murmured a voice from the pedestal, *^ Ha^ 
met is not lost/'* — **My guardian angd 
is with me/' exultingly cried Hamet: " I 
wilt hope ; and in this moment cast far 
from me the fetters which have with*' 
held me from the true dignity of man/' 
All was silence — and Hamet with humble 
prayer fortified his tranquillity and his reso* 
lution. At the hour prescribed he swaU 
lowed the elixir. Sleep sealed his eyes, 

and 
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and fimcy wove from the impressions of his 
mind the following: vision. 

Hamet thought he hailed the rismg sun. 
Sallying forth from the wide extended gates 
of the pavilion, ebte with hope, and vigo-- 
rous in his newly acquired strength, he 
ascended the first mountain with light and 
easy step ; but, as he gained the summit, 
the scanty verdure gave place to thie naked 
and barren, rock. The head of the' moun* 
tain, consisted of a rude mass of stone, where 
not even ^oss vegetated, ** My. labour,*' 
thought Hamet, '* is only begun as yet. 
This desolate spot contains not the spring of 
Health. I must proceed /*•,..•••« He now 
trod with more cautious steps the declivity 
of the mountain on the opposite side : his 
path was perilous ; and whilst he searched 
safety for his foot, the sound of a waters 

fall reached his ear He li^en^d with 

mute attention. It murmured distinctly, 
and he followed the sound, It brought 
him to a chasm in the rock ; ai^d he judged 
that the spring was concealed in its dark 

bosom. 
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boBom. He entered bcddly, and continued 
his devious course, till an imperfect light, 
glimmering through the crevices of the 
ponderous roof, discovered to him that he 
was in an immense cavern. It appeared as 
though Nature had destined it for the snti* 
chamber to her dark abode ; for the yawa** 
ing openings to different recesses con* 
founded Hamet's chcHce. The' inviting 
sound of the water was become more di- 
stant, and only reached him by intervals* 
He stood irresolute ; when again it reach* 
ed his ear, from a passage so narrow as to 
have been unnoticed by hiift. He hastily 
turned, in, and found with some surprise, 
that he descended a broken flight of steps, 
evidently the work c^ man. He pursued 
the path, however, which he hoped would 
terminate his toil ; and the sight of a lamp, 
which at that moment emitted its sickly 
rays from the roof whence it was suspended, 
confirmed his hopes. *' This,*' said Hamet^ 
^^ has been probably placed near the spring, 
by the care of some one who visits ir, and 

who 
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who has dcperiehced^ with its salutary ef- 
fectS) the difficultf of approaching it/' He 
pressed forward ; and the irregular descent 
In'ought him to a small cavern, in which 
hung a larg^ and brighter lamp. Surprise 
for some nooments banished every thought 
of Ham^'s purpose, on bis perceiving that 
this subterraneous abode had recently been 
the shelter of man. Some embers were 
yet glowing on the earth.. ••• parts of dirty 
and tattered vestments were scattered around 

the remnants of a repast stood on the 

iid of a large chest ; and a vase of water 
by its side iiivited Hamet's thirst...., He 
reached forward to grasp it, when his ^es 
met the name of jichmet engraven on the 
chest. He now concluded that he was in 
the cavern in which his father had con- 
cealed with so much care his treasures; 
and that it was in the power of those who 
had discovered the secret, and who still 
availed themselves of the recess as a place 
of concealment, and the. scene of tbdr fu- 
ture 
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ture crimes. Struck' with this idea^ 'he 
hastily quitted the cavern, in order to evade 
the banditti whose resort it appeared to be. 
He had nearly reached the entrance to the 
large xavern, when a blow on his head laid 
him senseless. On recovering from his stu- 
por he found himself in the cavern from 
which he had with precipitation fled» and 
surrounded by six or more of his own 
slaves, who were busily administering re^ 
lief. With furious looks and in a menacing 
tone Hamet demanded the purpose which 
had brought them to that place. ..•«.•• who 

had given him the blow . . . * and what 

were their intentions in regard to their 
master; and drawing a poniard from his 
vest, he swore by his Prophet, that ** he 
would sell his life dearly." One of the 
slaves, with cool and sarcastic contempt, bade 
him not fear outrage. '* We have,'" said 
he, " business of more consequence before 
us than taking vengeance on an impotent 
tyrant. We are not without arms/' added 

be 
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be with a look of defiance : ^^ l}ut thy life is 
safe, Hamet^ if thou oiliest that it should 
be so • • • . and what is more, we will be- 
friend th^e. Know then, that the aga 
with his janissaries is at this hour in pos- 
sessicHi oi thy palace at Bagdad ; and that 
thy pavilion of retreat is now in ruins. 
A price, and no small one, is af&xed to thy 
head, and the most diligent search follows 
thy fugitive steps. In the confusion of the' 
hour, and conducted by thy slave Selim, 
we escaped, to double the number of that 
BOW before thee, to this asylum ; in which 
we discovered a treasure, not the less wel- 
come for being unlooked for, and, with 
this, a provision for our sustenance sdll 
more precious .... All is now safely depo* 
sited in a bark on the Tigris, and guard- 
ed by Selim and our other companions. In 
our haste to remove it from hence, we left 
behind us a casket, which we suppose to 
be a rich one. We determined on return- 
ing hither for it. On entering the passage 
to this cavern, we found our way impeded 

by 
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by some one appar^mtly ivkhout life ; and 
desirous of knowing what such an intruder 
boded for us, and as willing to assist the 
miserable creature, we took up tl» body, 
and found it was thee. We succoured thee, 
Hamet> for we had eaten of thy brcsad. 
I suppose," added the slave, ^* that in thy 
haste to quit the cavern thou detachedst "bvith 
thy hand a loose piece of the rock; ibr, as 
I recollect, thou wast covered with the 
Mka fragments. We are now on the point 
of quitting thee and this* ^t for ever» 
Presume not to follow us. Thy destiny is 
changed, and so is ours : we go to enjoy in 
peace that freedom from bondage which be^ 
longs to man. It may be that thou hast to taste 
the privation of dnsiirst dnd best bles«n^. If 
siavery diould be thy lot, remember, not to 
repine at the harshness of thy jmasler : boc 
think of the proud and inflexabie Hamet> 
and of those of his slaves wha returned him 
good for evil • • • We leave thee water and 
rice enough to sustain thee for some days,, 
and coonsel thee not to quit diy present 

asylum." 
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asylum*** Thus sajpiag, with an ak of cool 
intrepidity he. struck the cask^ against the 
rock with repeated efforts. It yielded to 
thehlowsj and discova'ed its richcoQtente 
of precious ^ems. Each secreted a jpart in 
his turban, and left the fdrlom Hamet to his 
meditations. 

^Tbis then/' said he, stretching him* 
ceif on the bare ground, ^' is human great* 
ness* The slaye who trembled before me, 
and saluted me from the dust, now inauks^ 
ddies, ami abandons me! But," conti* 
nued he, rising with collected firmness, 
^^ this annihilation of my greamess has not 
taken away that which is properly my own. 
Nature has given me powers for the express 
purpose of combating with evils^ like these 
... In my fall, I will rise into real greati- 
ness, ^d by patience and fortitude show 
dmt I am a man. I will quit this fiomb of 
voluntary death. Allah will provide me a 
more honouraUe one.''-~He slowly and 
safdy quitted the caverns, not without sur* 
piise that he ao boger heard the most re* 
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mote sound of the water, which had allured 
him into the recess. He now regretted the 
time that his wisuccessful search had occa- 
sioned to ehpse. His spirits were troubled 
by the information which his slaves had 
given him ; and he had no guide for his steps, 
nor any refuge for his wants. The moon 
rose with a cloudy and a troubled aspect ; 
the air became oppressive with heat ; and 
Hamet, faint and weary, sunk to the earth. 
An awful silence portended the rising storm 
*— it broke with tremendoub sounds on his 
defenceless head . . . • and Hamet then first 
discovered that he had lost his turban. 
Peal succeeded peal of loud and prolonged 
thunder .... the lightnings flashed, but to 
shed deeper horror on surrounding dark- 
ness ... the moon had hidden her light, ob- 
scured by the contending elements. Drendi- , 
ed with impetuous rain, and appalled by 
the ndvelty of his situation, the heart of 
Hamet sunk within him, and he thought of 
his luxurious couch at Bagdad. with anguish 
of soul. The plaintive cries of children 

now 
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now met his ear, and disturbed his medka'* 
dons. He started up, and, following the 
sounds, saw himself before a cave, formed 
by the projection of two large pieces of rock« 
Near the entrance stood a lamp on the 
ground, and round it were two or three 
naked children huddled together, and con-- 
testing for some coarse bread. Fearful of 
alarming them, Hamet with gentleness 
asked for shelter. '' Enter freely,'* replied 
a feeble voic.e from the more distant part 
of the cave : " this abode is the boon of 
Nature for the wretched; and if Misery 
conduct thee, it is thine to share with* 
me." He advanced, and saw the attenu- 
ated form of a woman busily engaged 
in selecting some rice-stalks from a large 
quantity of weeds. . . She raised her hag* 
gard eyes to meet the salutation of Ha- 
met : but no sooner had she with fixed at« 
tention surveyed his countenance, than the 
livid paleness of her cheek gave place to tbe 
flushings of fury ; her meagre and languid 
form stood firm and collected. She sprang 
VOL. III. X forward. 
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forward, and, seizing him by his tunic, for- 
cibly drew him towards the lamp ; where 
with silent and curious malignity she again 
examined him. At length with an exulting 
grin, and a piercing voice, she exclaimed^ 
^^ Is it then come to this? Is this ihdeed 
Hamet, the * favourite of Mahomet ? ' Is it 
come to this i '* repeated she, clapping her 
hands in scornful mockery. ^* Does he seek 
a refuge with Misery and Want ?** 

** Fly,** said she with stern contempt, ^^ fly, 
obdurate son of pride ! ere thou learnest that 
wretchedness hardens the human heart to 
cruelty, as effectually as revelry and riot. I 
have no slaves to drive thee from my dwell- 
mg ; I have no insolent high-fed minions to 
chase thee with whips, and taunts more 
cruel, from my door. My power is in my 
necessities ; and these,*' added she, drawing 
a poniard from her breast, ^* give nerves of 
steel to my hand ! Look at those helpless 
beings, Hamet," continued she, softening.— 
^ Behold them, emaciated with hunger, 
disabled by sickness and want ! They once 

rivalled 



rivalled thy infiaAt graces ; they once blessed 
a mother's eyes with comeliness of form 
and promising vigour. Look at them now^ 
and listen to the truths their pallid faces and 
distorted limbs convey to thy heart. It 
was thy senseless profusion, it was thy hard 
neglect, Hamet, which rendered them what 
they now are. That bauble which uselessly 
glitters on thy breast would have fed, clothed, 
cherished them ! O wretched man 1 how hast 
thou lived, insensible to all the bliessingS of 
abundance ! how hast thou troddeii with im« 
pious feet on thy duty 1 Depart, and feel what 
it is to live with Penury and Remorse.'* 

Hamet, with conscious shame and re- 
pentant sighs, left the gem which fastened 
his vest. With silent agitation, and with 
humility bowing to his harsh monitress, he 
quitted the cave. The storm without was 

appeased the mooki was now sailing in full 

majesty and unclouded glory through the 
azure concave.. ..a rich and cultivated valley 
lay beneath him .... canals in various direc- 
tions meandered through extensive meadows 
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and fields clothed with the abundant harvest 
• . • . flocks and herds of cattle were enjoy- 
ing that calm repose^ which for a time had 
been suspended by the storm. • • • Nature 
seemed to rest in forgetfulness of the con- 
flict which had troubled her.«».not a breeze 
moved the luxuriant foliage • . « • the chirp- 
ings of the grasshopper had ceased « . • . the 
birds were sheltered in silence . . • • and the 
inhabitants securely reposed in cottages 
neatly constructed, and numerously scattered 
over this scene of peace and tranquillity. 
The heart of Hamet felt the soft influence. 
He forgot his cares, his wants, his forlorn 
and dejected coadition .... He gazed with 
ecstasy on the scene before him. " Ah ! " 
aghed he, ^^ this is what delights the 
heart of man ! It is in scenes like these 
that he can contemplate the great Source 
of ^lappiness^ of wisdom^ and of power! 
What is the gilded palace, what is the ban-^ 
quet of luxury, what are the feverish calls 
of a sickly and depraved appetite, to an 
hour like this? These are the pleasures 
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appropriated to man ; and when he turnip 
from them he ceases to be one but in form. 
I thank thee, great and merciful Allah ! ** 
cried he in pious enthusiasm, ^^ thou hast 
awakened my soul from the sleep of death, 
and I am rich in the ruined condition of my 
prosperity, which lulled me to stupor on 
the edge of a precipice/' He now pensively 
followed an easy winding path which con- 
ducted him from the mountain into the 
valley ; and he seated himself under some 
trees till the rising sun and the want of 
refreshment urged him to proceed. He had 
not advanced many paces when a turn in 
his path discovered to him a man sitting 
under the shade of some lofty palm-trees^ 
and busily engaged in dividing a cake of 
millet into two equal parts. A turban of 
white linen; was on one side filled with ripe 
figs : two buffaloes stood quietly browsing 
beside him, and at his feet lay some imple- 
ments of husbandry. The composure with 
which he noticed the approach of Hamet 
encouraged him to advance. " Give/' said 

he 
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he to the peasant with a faint voice, ^' to 
him who needeth, for the blessing of Allah 1 
Let not my unworthiness tempt thee to sin. 
I faint for want of food/* — '* Take, and be 
satisfied/' answered the man with compas* 
sion, and presenting his store. ^^ I have 
known thy necessities ; although^ Allah be 
prsused! the vices of Hamet of Bagdad 
are strangers to me/^ Hamet confounded 
hung down his head. " Fear not," conti- 
nued the man : ^' thou art safe. Compe^* 
tence. and content disdain the price of blood* 
It is wealth and want that harden the heart 
of man against his fellow man. Wait here 
my return,'* added he, giving him his 
whole supply of provision : ** I go to my 
daily labour ; but at the hour of repose I 
will conduct thee to my dwelling, where 
thou shalt find shelter and better fere.** He 
rose to depart. '* Thy courtesy emboldens 
me,*' said Hamet t " I pray thee, tell me to 
whom this domain belongs.*' — ^** Knowest 
thou not the merciful Abdallah ? " replied 
the man with an air of surprise. ^^ Behold 
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on that gentle swell on thy right his habi* 
cation of peace. Behold the sanctuary of 
the unfortunate, the asylum of health to 
the sick, the refuge of the penitent, and 
the safe repose of the pure of heart ! Thou 

wantest comfort. Seek it there ^it will 

meet thee with kindly greetings." So say* 
tog, he hastily pushed on his bufialoes> and 
departed. Hamet with renewed hope took 
the road to the habitation thus indicated. 
The house now met his eyes* Its approach 
was through a sweep of meadows, bordered 
by fruit-trees laden with their rich produc- 
tions. The canal glided in its varied course* 
and the light boats skimmed pn its clear 
and full stream. On all sides the sportive 
voices of children cheered his heart : some 
were sitting in groups on the grass, en* 
gaged in their sports, and fentastically 
adorning their goats with flowers which 
spontaneously met their hands .... others 
were essaying the untaught notes of a flageo- 
let, made of reeds by their own imitative 
ingenuity ^ . * * Hamet's heart dilated with 

sympathetic 
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sympathetic joy. *! These," said he, " are 
the pleasures of benevolence ! these the ob- 
jects which meet the eye of Abdallah the 
merciful ! In his munificence he finds the 
spring of Healthy and in the happiness which 
he communicates secures his own." 

The wide extended though unadorned gate 
of Abdaliah's house admitted the stranger. 
No slave with insolent menace repelled him ; 
• no impertinent curiosity met his wretched 
appearance} the half naked and tattered 
Hamet was silently taken by the hand by a 
slave who attended at the gate to receive 
the weary guest. Hamet entered : the door 
of an interior apartment opened, and he 
found himself in the arms of his unknown 
physician, and surrounded by the four slaves, 
the guardians of his infancy. Surprise 
seized on the spirits of Hamet, and he in- 
stantly fainted. His fleeting powers were 
recalled by the assiduous care of his 
friends 

Hamet once more raised his languid eyes. 
The bands of sleep w^re dissolved, and he 

saw 
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saw^ that he was stretched on his accustomed 
couch, in the rotunda of the payilion, and 
supported by Selim. Abdallah, the my- 
sterious Abdallah, was administering^ from 
time to time, a restorative which he held in 
his hand. Hamet in mute wonder gazed 
^n them all by turns ; his troubled senses 
were yet under the impressions of the vision 
of the night, and his imagination slowly 
yielded up the objects impressed on it for 
those of reality. With a tremulous voice 
he addressed himself at length to Selim : 
" Tell me," said he, " thou good old man, 
where I am : thy master has unworthily for- 
gotten the gratitude which he owed to thy 
fostering hand ; but thou wilt not abuse his 
present weakness. Thou seest me oftce more 
a child, and the child of Misfortune.. Where- 
fore hast thou left the comp^ons of thy 
flight from Bagdad ? Where hast thou, left 
the bark in which the treasures of the cavern 
were placed ? How has it happened that 
this retreat has either escaped the malice of 
my enemies, or mocks me with a likeness 
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to the pavilion ? But, atxive all, I adjure thee, 
la the name of our Great Prophet, to explain 
to me (for I believe thou canst), who this 
stranger is that now so anxiously, regards 
me. Ought I to bow before him as the 
Angel of Instruction, or as a magician sent 
to ensnare my soul by a semblance of truth ? 
for I have been subdued by his power, and 
I may be the victim of his artifices.** — ^^ Child 
indeed, O Hamet, must thou be," answer- 
ed Selim with untroubled countenance, ^^ if 
for a moment thou retumest to the tales of 
thy nursery. Thy present weakness clouds 
thy reason, which has long since refuted the 
magician, and the idle phantoms of ignorance 
and childish credulity. Oh, son of my love \ 
embrace thy deliverer ; for he hath saved 
thy soul from destruction, and thy life from 
the malice of thy foes. In his venerable 
form acknowledge the living representa* 
tive of thy grandfather Abenmuley*s virtue i 
and bow with filial duty before thine uncle^ 
and more than father J* The subdued Hamet 
sunk into the embrace of his preserver, and 

his 
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lifis heart was relieved of an insupportable- 
weight. The visions of the night still floated 
on his fancy, and he recounted the eventful 
tale to his friends. They hung with mute 
attention round his couch^ and, when Ha- 
inet had finished, Abdallah thus spoke:' 
^^ Heaven, my son, hath been graciously 
pleased to second my pious purposes. The 

■ 

instruction of this night standeth not bx 
need of my auttbority to enforce it on thy 
beart. Thou hast found the Springof Health. 
Thou knowest the road to Happiness^ 
Thou hast experienced the false and deceit•^ 
fill pleasiu'es of thy palace at Bagdad. The 
recital of my life will elucidate all the my« 
fiteries which now cloud thy returning 
peace , • » • Allah \ '' cried he with pious 
fervour, ** be thou still propitious to thjp 
servant ! May the words of my lips purify 
and establish Hamet ! May he learn, that 
thou never forsakest him who doth nojt de^ 
part from thee ! " 
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CXDNTINUATION of HAMET. 



** Thou knowest, without doubt, my 
8onV* began Abdallah, " the celebrity of thy 
grandfather Abenmuley's fame ; for his name 
is still held in reverence by the good ; and 
the poor and needy still bless their benefac- 
tor, by wishing him the recompense of the 
happy Abentnuley. 

** Thy father and myself were the only re- 
mains of a numerous ofispring : the pesti* 
lence like a deluge swept away the children 
• of the pious Abenmuley, and we were pre- 
served from its desolating fury by bemg 
with our mother at a house distant from 
Bagdad, at the time when the plague broke 
out« Zelima, our mother, was the most be- 
loved wife of our father. The death of all 
his other children, and the same fate which 
had severed from him the greater part of 
his household, determined him to seek 
happiness with his Zelima in her favourite 
' retreat. Abenmuley was at this period in 
"^ his sixtieth yean He gave up his splendid 
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estabtishment at Bagdad, and in the bosom 
of his family enjoyed, for two years, a feli- 
city which can only spring from undivi- 
ded affection and controlled passions. The 
death of our mother interrupted his sere- 
nity, and again called upon him for . pious 
resignation. Achmet, my brother, had at 
this juncture reached his sixteenth year. I 
was two years younger. A maternal uncle, 
who had a brilliant fortune in a distant pro- 
vince, at this time quitted for a season his 
government to undertake an embassy which 
regarded it ; and he found our father bend- 
ing imder his recent loss and a profound 
dejection of spirits. His health had yielded 
to his sorrow, and Abenmuley was the 
shadow of his former self. Achmet, our 
uncle, knew little of the soothing and leni-^ 
ent remedies which sympathy applies to 
affliction. He augmented the sorrows of 
Abenmuley by seducing his son from his 
arms. My brother, in defiance of a fa- 
ther's tears, followed the .fortune of hi& 
uncle, in whose aspiring ambition he found 
a basis for his own ; and be quitted the pa* 
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ternal roof with exulting hope and cold in-- 
di£ferenc6. 

^^ Amongst the domestic slaves of our 
habitation were four, who shared without 
jealousy the particular favour of my father* 
They were Greeks by birth, and a long 
friendship had united them. Selim and 
Heli are, as thou knowest, brethren^ and 
they became the- slaves of thy grandfather 
some time before Mustapha and his compa* 
nion entered into the gentle servitude of 
Abenmuley. At the prayer of Selim and 
his brother, piy father purchased them 
from a master hard and ferocious, and they 
experienced, in the change of their fetters^ 
that goodness can render captivity an easy 
yoke. These men brought with them a 
rich recompense. Their knowledge and 
talents afforded to the sons of their bene- 
volent patron advantages that his wealth 
could not have purchased. We had been 
instructed by Selim and his brother in all 
the higher branches of science, and in the 
accession of Mustapha and his friend we 
found the means of acqmring those accom* 
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plisbments so little known to the Turks* 
My brother's impetuous spint loved neither 
the wisdom of the former nor the graces of 
the latter of our tutors; and to be freed 
from their restn^int was probably amongst 
the more powerful motives which urged 
his departure. Be this as it may, it is 
certain that a taste for letters was the pre- 
dominant'one in my mind ; and my attach- 
ment to these men amounted to a veneration 
^irfaich imposed on me a respect that their ^ 
years did not demand ; for they were then^ 
like myself, in the spring of life, .although 
somewhat more advanced. 

** My father, in the absence of Achmet, 
sought to renew his comforts with a child^ 
who, in his love and foiid remembrance, 
bore the image of his Zelima in his counte* 
nance. Delighted with pursuits which re^ 
moved far from him the fear of losing sight 
of me, he with cheerfulness sought every 
means of promoting them. Manuscripts 
were procured, at an expense and labour 
proportioned to the difficulty of finding 
tb^n } aad the most distant regions supplied 

food 
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food for the mind of Abdallah. In this 
course of improvement, in social ease and 
reciprocal confidence, did my peaceful days 
glide on, till I had reached my twentieth 
year. My father's health and happiness 
were renewed, and my friends apparently 
forgot that captivity was an evil. This I 
was however determined to remind my 
father it became him to recollect. I knew 
itny brother : - and I also knew the power 
which would eventually fall into his hands* 
My father's countenance took an air of 
tender sorrow on my gently urging this ob- 
ligation to him . • • . He was silent, and evi-^ 
dently moved. * I will be just,' said . he. 
* Thy friends zrefree, from this hourl To 
thy generous care, my son, I leave the un- 
limited power to render that freedom a 
blessing to them • • • . Go, and confer with 
them on those measures which are necessary, 
and speak not of the sorrow of Abenmu- 
ley/ His voice faltered, and he retired 
into the alley of the garden nearest to him. 
With collected firmness I opened my com- 
mission to my friends } and, concealing my 

face 
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face in my robe, waited with a throbbing 
heart, their answer. They with one voice 
refused the offered gift, on every condition 
save that of being left my unalienable right 
at the decease of my father, ' Banish us 
not,' said they, * from this abode of peace. 
We are the children of the merciful Aben- 
muley; and we seek no other refuge.* 
Transf)orted with joy at a decision so fa- 
vourable to our wishes, my father and my- 
self forgot those necessary measures of secu-; 
rity in which the future condition of our 
friends was involved. Abenmuley was in 
health, and we gave ourselves up to uncer- 
tain contingencies. 

^^ Selim, in his office of superintendant of 
the gardens, discovered a fraudulent trick 
of a young Egyptian slave, to whom he had 
taken a fancy, and for whom he had an affec- 
tion. The offence was repeated, and false- 
hood employed to cover it. Hassen well 
knew the penalty : it consisted neither in 
scourging nor in hard fare, but in an ex- 
change of oiasterj and he perfectly under- 
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stood that no punishment could be so severe. 
He besought the pity of Selim, and with 
ingenuous contrition threw himself on his 
mercy. Selim knew the heart of man. He 
supplied the culprit with the deficient sum^ 
smd gave him a post still more honourable 
in the apartment of his master ; and thus 
fixed a principle of integrity and gratitude 
in th^ young heart of Hassen, which ha3 
manifested itself above seduction from that 
hour. Abenmuley insensibly became par* 
•tial to the services of a man whose hilarity 
and affectbnate cares pleased him. The 
infirmides of age silently gained on his 
Btrength, and Hassen*s watchful eye pre<» 
vented his weakness. His constant cheer« 
fulness, the simplicity of his mind, and his 
active ingenuity, won on us all ; and the gay 
and docile Hassen was the favourite of the 
fiunily. 

^* The anniversary of my father's birth- 
day approached, and Hassen's fertile miifd 
suggested a new amusement for his beloved 
master; h^ cppmunicated bis plan to us, 
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and received from us, with ecstasy, full 
powers to regulate the festival at his wilL 
The busy Hassen gave to all their destmed 
parts, and a dance in the fashion of his 
country was amongst the proposed plea* 
sures. 

*^ Abenmuley usually retired in the even^i^ 
ing to a small mosque, which he had caused 
to be erected for his own use, in a distant and 
retired part of the garden, and on the even* 
ing prior to his birth-day he was conducted 
at sunset to his devotions* It was custor 
mary with Hassen to wait his master*8 
^goal of a small bell, at some little distance^ 
itk ord«r to reconduct him to the bouse, 
But no sooner had be placed Abenmuley 
on the sola, than with the speed of a bird 
he flew to a distant part (^ the spacious 
grounds, in order to practise the dance with 
his comrades* The animated and loqua* 
dous Hassen was not however unmindful of 
the fleeting minutes ; and he hastened with 
prompt i^bedience to the post which he had 
ijuitted* Jn his way be was accosted by 
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two of his principal associates in his plans 
of amusement for the following morning ; 
and still having his orders to enforce^ he 
desired them to follow him to the mosque, 
and to wait there till he had conducted his 
master to the house. They obeyed, and 
reached the mosque at the same instant 
with him. Hassen, anxious to know whe- 
ther his absence had been noticed, and sen- 
sible that the usual time for the summons 
had elapsed, cautiously approached the door, 
which he had left open on account of the 
heat : a piercing cry followed, and the two 
other slaves rushed in. Extended on the 
sofa was the breathless body of the good 
Abenmuley, serenely smiling in death. The 
trembling slaves, with gentle care and un- 
feigned tears, conveyed him to the house, 
where Selim exhausted the powers of his 
art in vainly endeavouring to recall from 
its blessed abode the soul of Abenmuley. 
I was saved from despair by my friends; 
but the spirit which animated me was fled« 
I mourned my father, and tasted no joy 
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beyond that of meeting the face of sorrow 
in the countenance of every one ai*ound me» 
In my solitary walks the slave mournfully 
murmured, as he respectfully retired, the 
name of Abenmuley, and blessed me. My 
swelling heart received the benediction, and 
returned it ; for what, O Hamet ! does the 
heart of man whisper at the sight of man ? 
Does it not say. Behold thy likeness, 
thy equal, and thy brother ? . . . . The return 
of thy father brought me no joy : he was 
accompanied by only two slaves, and these, 
as I accidentally learned, had been pur- 
chased for the express purpose of his jour- 
ney. He appeared to enjoy a malignant 
satisfaction, in having surprised me by the 
celerity of his return after the death of 
our parent. His air was gloomy and fero- 
cious ; he spoke in parables, and question- 
ed with suspicious exactness* The whole 
arrangement of t}ie house was changed. 
My friends were sent to work in a planta- 
tion remote from the habitation in which 
they had lived exempted from toil. I was 
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given to understand that my father had 
made no provision for me, and that I was 
eating the bread of dependence. My spirit 
felt the degradation, and I haughtily an* 
nounced my purpose of freeing ray brother 
from the unwelcome burthen. With a 
frown and taunting air he bade me first 
prepare to answer to the inquiries respect* 
ing the death of my father . • . • * and for this 
purpose/ added he, * know that you are a 
prisoner here.' Confounded, but not dfe- 
mayed, I determined to remain and brave 
his malice. I was watched in all my move- 
ments ; and, to my surprise and indignation, 
Hassen appeared the most vigilant of my 
spies* He had retained his post in the 
house, and enjoyed the favour of Achmet, 

" One evening I was, as usual, weeping in 
the mosque of my father. The door was 
open, and a man in his flight threw in a slip 
of paper. I hastily caught it, and read in 
the Greek language, and in Selim*s cha- 
racters, the word * Follow.' I darted after 
the flying steps of the slave before me, 
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whom with astonishment I perceived to be 
Hassen. On a sudden he threw, with admi*- 
table agility, a stone over the high wall, 
and as instantly this signal was answered by 
a ladder of ropes which fell down. Hassen 
turned to it, pointed, and continued his 
hasty steps. I mounted, and was received 
into the arras of Selim, on the outer side 
of the garden* ' Thou art safe,' said he 
with joyful emotion : * thy sanctuary is at 
hand f • . . and pressing forward, he led me 
in a short time to the cavern, in which is 
still concealed thy father's treasure. Here 
Selim fell on my neck, and with impassioned 
grief exclaimed, ' I must leave thee, my 
beloved son ! I must quit thee, Abdallah : 
the life of my brother, of all thy friends, 
hangs on the present moment. I have 
scarcely time to tell thee, 'that thou owest 
thy preservation to Hassen. This night 
thou wouldest have been strangled by the 
order of Achmet, The oldest of the slaves 
who journeyed with him hither, that Zanga 
so favoured by thy brother, discovered in 
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Hassen a long lost son ; and he communi- 
cated to him the perfidious purpose of a 
master whom he hates and fears, against 
the life of his child's generous and gentle 
patron. In the silence and dead of the ^ 
night the faithful Hassen stood before me, 
covered with dust, and panting with haste. 
^^Save Abdallah ! ' said he, ^ an^ thy soul 
shall live, and mine will bless thee !^ He 
unfolded to me tfie dark designs of thy 
envious brother, and we concerted the 
means of thy deliverance. Some year^ 
since, in seeking medicinal herbs, I discover- 
ed this subterraneous retreat ; and at the 
moment saw its^ value. The project of 
effecting by its means my escape from 
captivity was seriously considered ; but the 
gentleness of Abenmuley, and my brother's 
weak health, suppressed my wish of free- 
dom, and I dropped the design. It instantly 
occurred to me, that it would afford thee 
an asylum, and I have prepared it as well 
as the intervening time would allow. 
There are mats for thy repose, and water 

and 
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and cakes for thy sustenance; . i .Abide b€re 
as. long as possible,. for thou vnlt be ptRfSo^d 
wkfa disappointed rage/ — He pressed trie 
to his faopeast. « . . ' Take/ said' he, ^ the 
umted weadth of tfay siavesr and fnen^s^ . •;. 
they noiw bless the servitude loehich hsis: ^n* 
abied them to be useful to; thee.% • .Thus 
saying, he conducted me through riti^s 
caverns tb the outldr, which is (jfetaHttifrom 
thy pavilaoBi and less Sifficuk of: acucess 
than the one by which we had entered^ aoitt 
winch without the ladder of. ' rop^ i«e 
could not have >eifiected. w « . I remmied sbme 
days in my secret \ab6de, and.aC lengili 
reached Mousd in ^ety. My httaaty O 
my son, hath since, riiafc evfeQt&il ■ perioil 
been varied: but in the hard l^ssdnsr df 
adversity my soul established b^rsdf^ aad 
^t the protecting hand of AlUu ] Jd 
Aleppo I became thd properly of^ mastn 
celebrated for his knoMedge in tfae.aat of 
healing. He discovdred that 1 wav: isal 
ignorant. Our comiBOii studies tmitedrn^p 
and be led .me fn^m. theorjs to? praotj[e9^ 
▼ou III. F He 



t 

f 

-He ^2i old ,and childless, and he formally 

adopted me as his son. Some years after 

' he died blessing me, and I todc peaceable 

'pos^e^n of his paper^,.and^e small house 

^aod garden in which we had' so amicably 

rasiided together. . The riches of Mulah 

follb.s^ed hiih ; foh. these consisted in good 

works^ . One day, as I passed by the slave 

.tnaiikct^. an incise of curiosiLy fed me to 

examine some of those who were exposed 

.for purchase ; and a circumstance of my 

youthfiil days led me to recognise Hassm, 

under, the dejected form of sorrow and 

added yeata of misery. I had in heedless 

•sport imarked on his breast, with a chy mical 

|>repara&9Q, his name in Greek letters, and 

lime had 'not effaced tbent. Blessing Allah- 

far thia gracious interposition, with trem- 

bfing impatience I putchased my ddiverer, 

and, condacting him home, gave a loose to 

'toy honest joy. . . . Hasten, ^fter the first agi*- 

tatbns had subsided, informed me that my 

eaaapehad not implicated my* friends in. the 

ta^ffiaonsoniiid of Aehmet. He concluded 

oil that 
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that I had overheard him talking to Zangai 
and tbat^ mistrusting the subject of thf; 
conference^ I had escaped without ot^er aid 
than my own address. An order from the 
Divan to repair immediately to the fron* 
tiers, to take uponliim a governoient which 
he had for some time solicited, diverted 
his fuiy and interrupted his meditated puri- 
suit of me. No longer jealous of my in- 
fluence, he recalled to thWr several stadons 
men who he had prudence sufEcient to know 
would serve him with .integrity ; and Selim 
and his friends were the guardians of hi^ 
house and property in his absence/ * ]^ut/ 
added Hassen, ' my unhappy father had 
been intrusted with a secret too important 
to be left behind. He followed his master, 
und^r whose harsh authority he simk to 
the grave, leaving me sepretly to deplore; 
his loss. At the expiration of a few years^ 
Achmet returned 19^ Bagdad laden with 
riches, and the execrations of an oppressed 
people.* 
*^ I learned also, J[rom the faithful Hassen, 

f2 that 
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that I had &i thee, my son, a renewed hope, 
and the desire of behokKng thy face preyed 

• • • 

en my heatrt. Hassen cotistantly opposed 
my wishes ; he spoke of the mcreasmg 
power and obduracy of Achmec ; of danger 
to my friends • • • .and the useless sacrifice 
df my own life. He had escaped from the 
power of Achmet, and he was troubled by 
the most remote hazard of encountering his 
resentment. My inclination yielded to my 
regard for his safety and peace of mind. 
Year succeeded year; tiH an illness re- 
minded me diat my dust would not rest 
with the sacred remains of Abenmuley: 
i became dejected ; and Hassen discovering 
the cause, urged me with zeal to undertake 
the voyage* . . . My health and my youth 
were renovated by hope. 'I reached Bag- 
dad in safety; I saw and wept over thy 
blooming £ice ; I pressed to my heart the 
son of Achmet, and the renewed image of 
Abenmuley. Thy sleep was the repose of 
health and innocence; and I implored^ of 

Allah to contmue to thee these blessings. I 

saw 
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saw the drooping Achnaet ; and my friends 
gave me the histoiy of his fortuae aad ap- 
prdieosions. He returned to his post, and 
left not only thee to their' fkichful trust, 
bat also those anxious fears which haunted 
his repose • « . • He had been coldly received 
byiibe Sultan; he had discovered that the 
Divan was 'filled by those who envied and 
hated him; he r^arded the continuation 
of his lucrative station as a ^nare placed 
4he iQore df^c^ually to ruin him. •.^ The 
Affise .S^^Iim became the confident of the 
haughty Achnaet ;^ for the virtuous, my son, 
are ^qght in the hour qf difficulty by 
those who, ii^ the l;ide of purosperous fortun^> 
insult them. Selitn treinbled for thy safety ; 
^d hie prepared for it, by communicating 
to his master the secret of the cavem&i 3ut, 
wise from experience, he said nothing of 
the outlet on the opposite sidie of the 
mountain* He knew Achmet.*— -^The php 
for building on thia spot was adopted } and 
Selim and his friends were left with uncon- 
ditiimal pQwets by AchmeL \Shh unabat^ 

ing. 
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' ing industry and toil did they, ^th their 
own hands, form the different passages to 
the recess, and with secret labour convey 
the riches of Achraet to their destined place 
of concealment. With assiduous care did 
they contrive the secret avenues to thy 
apartment ; and Heli, with a well-grounded 
diffidence, constructed the walls of several 
of the apartments after the manner of those 
of a ruined temple he had seenjin Greece^ 
and which^ without doubt, had been the con- 
trivsmce of those who lived on the credu* 
' Hty of its worshippers. This circular apart- 
ment admits within its partitions the ear 
distinctly to catch every word that is spoken 
in the . room ; and Heli and bis friends 
have at this hour reason to' bless the in« 
genurty with which they succeeded. At 
Achmet's return the pavilion was finished ; 
and, on the plea of declining health, Achmet 
retired from his employments, and lived in 
solitary grandeur. — But his safety was 
neither in the pavilion nor in his cautious 
^mdenee — the hand o( the injured Abdallah 

held 
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held him up ; and Hamet was the dlidd of. 
his father. Under my assumed name and 
character, the occasions of being useful to 
my fellow creatures multiplied, and my re-, 
putation for skill in my profesdon increased 
daily. Obscure in my modes of life, unam* 
bitious of wealth, I sought not the fortune 
which met me. I was summoned in haste 
one day to the palace of the beautiful Zo> 
beide, the favourite wife of our great 
master, and the reigning Sultana. The 
art of h^r attending physicians' had been 
confounded by a malady which thrcktened 
h&t lift, and in the portentous hour of danger 
and despair the Sultan listened to a female 
alaVe belonging to Zobeide, who spoke of a. 
stranger that had saved the life of her mo- 
ther, and whose skill in medicine vrdk 
wonderful. ' 

" The Sultan eagerly caught at this ^eam/ 
of hope. I bowed before, bim. * Save Zc^ide,^ 
cried he with frantic grief .... **save her I 
and dhare my diadem/ — ^I foui>d my .patient 
stretched on a sofa, her beauteous, fkce 

horrU>ly 
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horHUyi disfigured, herbeaS swoUeii to an 
dxtcaoffdinary size^ her eyes closed as in 
deaths uvi panting amidst a croyvd of weep-* 
ing attendants and the sufFocaring^ fumes 
of iocense and perfumes. ^ In the adjoining 
^^fartment sat the Sidt^, brooding aver §ps- 
picicns which distracted h&q « • . I a^proecfaed 
himiF*^^ There has been^'pftrfidy V exclaimed 
he with fury-^^ thy life hangs on this mo* 
ment I-^she has swsdiowed poison V — ^ The 
Kfe of thy slave/ said 1, prtetratiag myself^ 
^is inthy Imds; but the I^ oif Zobeide 
dfifMtid^ en' my uncondidonal power to 
command in her apartment/—^ Go/ cried 
he hnpatiently; ^go, and be absolote/^- 
IJsmissed the useless crowd, and^ opening 
the 'lattices, examined the almost insensible 
Zobeiik. My first opinion was confirmed, 
and I found the malady to be an erysipelas, 
which, when understood, is rarely mortal. 
My conjectures were soon realized: in a 
&w days the . Sultana was declared out of 
danger^ and public rejoicings followed 
public anxiety , . « But Zc^eide rejoiced 



not. She reproached me for «afiiB|^ imr 
life; and bewailed the loei of her beau^ 
with unceasmg lammtatioii^ . «. «. ^ I have/ 
said I^ ^ oace judged my fife on thy recovery: 
I now renew thia engagement. Zobesde 
in a short time shall again be more ftir 
than the daughters of Pliradise . • • I go ta 
prepare iiiee a beautifying lotion. Its success; 
depends on thy obedience ; no other must 
be 2^tied/ The docile Sultana promised^ 
and fountain water effected the wonder.. 

^ The gratitude of Zobeide waa as un-^ 
bounded as her joy. She loaded me widi 
her munificence, and sdU thought she did 
too litlle« I presented myself before her 
one morning at die usual hour, an embroi- 
dered i^rse filled wich zechins in my hand«t 
it was the daily offering c£ the generous 
Zobeidew *■ Thy gold/ said I, with a con-t 
fidence that i^e had encouraged, ^ doth not 
satisfy me ... I have more than I need • ^\ 
and Allah bath recompensed asy cares in 
dty recofery. Abdallah must owe Ins &- 
imre feUdiy to Zobeide, or descend to the 

I & grave; 
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grave a mourner.* . « . ' Speak,' cried she, 
placing her haod across, her throat :' ^ thus 
riuSl it be with Zolmde, if, having the. 
povrer, she do iiot satisfy Abdaliah !*-«-M 
ask/ I'eplied I, ^the life of Achmet of 
Bagdad, and of his son, Hamet.' The foU 
lowing day she gave me, with the Sultan*s 
dgnet, the order which would have con- 
signed thee, O Hamet I and thy father to 
the grave ; and the full possession of thy 
wealth' was formally secured to thy appa- 

• 

rent executioner* * Thou hast prevented a 
host of this Achmet's foes,' said the Sultana : 
* his death ha^ been determined upon in the 
Divan for -some time ; but the Sultan remem- 
bered, with kindness^ the services of his fa- 
ther whilst he was himself an infant in the 
cradle. But the rapine and extortion of ^ch^ 
met have cancelled from the memory of otxr 
master the claims which thy father's fidelity 
Jbad on lus favour ; and the cries of an i&r 
censed people, and the envy of those who 
wished to rise on his ruin, had prevailed. 
Tliy services, Abdallah, have saved him. 

His 
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His life or his desith is in thy hands**. « . » 
Struck by the sense of the impending dan«> 
ger to thee as well as thy fadier^ I k\l on 
my face and adored the merciful ^ei^ 
position of Allah • • • and I '^wept«^loiid> 
Zobeide, surprised at my emotion, as)o?d 
me to explain the caude. I recounted to 
her patient ear the history of my fife • ^ « • 
* Hast thou done wisely, Abdallah/ said ^e 
when I had finished, ' to hazard a life so pre* 
cious as thine to the machinations of such 
a brother as Achmet? — ^But let him be* 
ware! 2k>beide will recompense with id* 
terest his future . malice, if thou ^1 per- 
mit trim to live/. »/ Alas i' replied 1, 'justice 
now pursueth the troubled and feeble Acb* 
met. His soul trembleth atf the shaking 
leaf, and he is hastening to a grave whidi 
will no( screen him from the Judge he must 
meet/ 

^< The SoltaDa soon after appointed me her 
{ibysiciaa andth^of her twoscms. • ^. apart* 
meats in the pakce were assigned to me.; 
andki this honourable post I continue tx> 

please 
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please and serve die genetroii8 Zobeide, and 
f to shave the confidence of my great masta*. 
.The de&th of thy &ther ' soon foUowed my 
prediction of its approach. Thy mad foHy 
succeeded^ and I mourned as coie without 
hope. Thy enfeebled health suggested to 
my inends one effort .to save thee. Thou 
Jcnoivest the taeans which we have pur- 
-sued • • '. and wjlt no longer be doubtful 
•in' r^ard to events, which as they hap* 
pen^d surprised thee. My escape from 
■thy apartment was favoured by my confe- 
-derates, during the search of thy slaves 
alter the magician. I was in the habit of 
line, concealed 1 in Hell's hot Thy re- 
moval hither had for its object my fifrot carefi, 
Bamely, thy resloradon, which I perceived 
depended solely on air, abstinence, and se- 
clusion froi^ thy . tumakuoue guests • • • -^ , 
Hell, who was thy invisible attendant, be- 
'thought hirii of prdKting from the construe* 
'lion, of thy prison to effect lus dssiga j and 
fielim, knowing how senA>}y thy . imagmah 
tioA would meet ^^e marveUous^ encooragad 

it- 
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k> The elcdr which thou wa$t ordered' to 
«wallav WIS only a different preparatioa 
of thy . accQstomed opium, which * acted 
the more powerfully for thy recent disuse 
of it. I am not surprised that thy dreams 
should be tinctured with the doubts of thy 
waking hours, or rendered more impressive 
by the calm serenity of thy spirits, and the 
temperance of thy late diet ; but I presume 
not, O Hamet 1 to scan the purposes of 
the Most High. Thy vision may, if thou 
be wise, serve thee as the road to happiness, 
and thou wilt mither be weak nor impious 
by referring its instructions to that' Provi* 
denoe which watchelh over thee. Thy 
understanding is now enlightened ; thy heart 
IS' prepared : return to the world, and act 
thy aUotted part with honour. It is needful 
that thou shottkist submit thyself to one act 
of my ai)th(Kity« Tbe mea bef(u*e thee am 
ft^* They are the friends and iMretkrea of 
Abdallab. Fare thee well \ We go to enjoy 
ia rqiose the fruits of a weU«spent lif«» 
May the £tme of tiiy virtues be a sua to gild 
our declining days l'^ 

•*Ohl 
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' "Oh! leave me not," cried Hamet in 
the agony of tender grief — *' leave me not 
to my unpractised feet. Finish your work 
of mercy, dear and respectable friends of the 
lost Hamet ! — ^Hide not thy fece from me," 
cried he, embracing with fervour Abdallah's 
knees— '^ Oh! establish me in those paths 
of peace that thou hast so securely trodden. 
Leave me not ! but, with thy ^ last breach, 
transfuse into my soul thy virtues ! ** — ^** I 
yield,** said the delighted Abdallah. «' The 
blesdng of Allah will still support the hope 
of the good ! Abenmuley shall again live to 
diq)ense comfort to those who sorrow, and 
to feed with bread him who faintetb by the 
way. Hamet Witt emulate liis piety and 
benevolence; and Abdallah .will close liis 
eyes with joy/* 

The son of Achmet was forgottm in the 
descendant of Abenmuley ^ the treasisres of 
the cavern becaxne the fund of t&e neces* 
sitonsj and ttie .pro^erity of Hamet was 
xrithout envy^ because, like the dew of faesr 
ven, it w^s a blessing to alL 
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You kndw, my dear Eliza, the unequal 
contest which I have had lately 4o sustain, 
in opposition to ypu and your two ibnni* 
dable auxiliaries, Mrs. Beaumont and Dr« 
Mansfield. . I have most heroically inlisted 
under the banners of common sense and 
daily experience, and endeavoured to main- 
t2un that the judgement which determines 
the human character from the conformation 
of the countenance is fallacious, and the 
confidence it begets dangerous; for, al^ 
though I am willing to allow Lavater to 
have b^een a man of great observation an4 
acute penetration, I would not have trusted 
my honour, my happiness, or my fortune, to 
tfie hanrd of those rules which he has so 

enthusiastically 
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enthusiastically laid dowa as the unerring 
elements of the most difficult of all human 
sciences, namely^ the knowledge of the 
human heart. 

Your grandfather, whom, by common 
consent^ we named umpire in this our de- 
bate, has not, I suspect, acted by me with hi& 
usual impartialty. His decision amounts 
only to that of sir Roger de Coverley ;, and 
I am not altogether satisfied with his '^ Much 
may be said on both sides of the question. 
I aim at conquest, at a complete victory^ 
oyer Fancy and Delusion, and a drawn batlle 
wffl not suffice me. 

I also suspect that you, my Eliza, ena^loy 
some charm to beguile him of bis honesty ; 
fi>r I observe, that when his eyes are riveted 
im your £ice, my powers of reasoning are 
not att^ided to. Thi^ is not fair pky» 

A few evenings ^ce, you were so elated 
by what you knagined an advantage gained 
ova* me, that, in the gaiety and triumph of 
your ^ttrits^ you followed me into my dbress^ 
ing-room on the party separating kt the 

nightj, 
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Bight, aady -mth .much exuitatioa, you drew, 
a chair, and asked me whether Dr* Mansifi|d4 
I»d BOL cosDpietdiy 6>iled me. *^ No/' 
rqilied I, laughing at your eagenless, '^ very 
&r from it, for bis face k an tncwtr^vertible 
{HToof of my argufiaeftts; Who, I f)ray you, 
aiBoaKgst the loosit profound atid ntiost acut^ 
physiognomists, wouidbe able to dtscpver Dr* 
Mansfield's re^ character by the rul^ of th^r 
art? Wouldnh^ eaqpect to 6n4» i3n4^r tbs^ 
crushed forehead^ those beetle btqws, m4 
that heary, pff^f^ting lip, a be^evolffice 
wkkh has every hmnan being f@r its i^^fecti 
and an understanding whkh k9$ r^a^hed 
Vfith ease the highest pitch of huqiaa at^:* 
meals ? I know not vbat qualities f^ min^ 
you learned disdples of Lavater wo^ld affix 
to his siogular and grotesque countenance | 
but I suspect shrewdly, that, on first encoun-r 
tering it, the most pojite stranger would b^ 
tempted to stare and to smile.*" ♦* They 
would, by so dokig,'* answered you eagerly^ 
" give me the strongest evidence of their owa 
want of penetration ; for the very singularity 

of 
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of his hce marks a character of niiad to be 
reverenced ; and diecemment would instant* 
ly pronounce Dr. Mafisfield's what it is. 
However, it must be ccmfessed," ccmtinued 
you very dexterously, ^^ that you have, my 
dear mother, omitted Us eyes in the enume- 
ration of his defective features ; but can you 
^ny diat these are invitadons to ev«7 child 
of Sorrow and Want^ aod the mdfex to a 
heart and an understandkig of superior ex- 
cditence?*' < 9 

Whibt this efftssioa of esteem and grui: 
tbde wa^ pMsisg your lips^ my aitendon was 
attracted by a face, which convertedj for 
the tim^, my incredulity in the art of -physic 
ogncftny. Tour father's spirit animated it; 
The same open candour was seated cm your 
brow, the same smile dimpled your cheek, 
and spoke the gratified feelings of love and 
veneration for a man who has, from your 
kkhvkcyy been useful to you* I was subdued, 
my cMId^ You saw my emotion, received 
with pensiveness my blessing, and quitt^ 
ine* with reluctant steps. .But my child 

knows 
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knows thdt from such moments of weakness 
her mother has derived strength, 

I have from that time left your favour- 
ite6 to their triumph. Last Monday 
evemngy at lady CouIdthorpe*s p^rty, I 
directed your attention to a young lady of 
tlistinguisbed beauty and elegance, who was 
seated near us, and ixribo appeared, like oui^ 
wives, to be liierely a spectator of the card^ 
tables. I desir^ you to exalmine her fac^ 
minutely, and to give the same hint to your 
fin^ids Mrs. Beaumont and^ ]>< Mibsfiekl. 
You did not forget my injuHcticfn ; fcfr di^ 
symmetry tmd loveliness pf it had attracted 
your notice, and I observed that neither dF 
your friends was unmindful of my orders^ 

On our return home I asked you and your 
Oracles the result of your examination. You 
were none of you unprepared for my ques* 
tion. Dr. Mansfield boldly pronounced 
that he had perceived in the elevation of 
miss Savllle's beautiful eye^brows a fretfnl 
peevish temper. Mrs. Beaumont contended 
that these rather indicated a supercilious 

pride 
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jpridd and, a cold ^art.. You m warmlf 
urged that .she ^xhibi^ the raoit ge^ile 
Hf^it^ of dound and tenipier» wi;h a beauty, in 
your opinion, irre^i^iible ; and you ^nislned 
t)y asfiertiag that sb^ "tras one ^^ that uk>u14 
bie aaned agwiet mU^t ^n ^/'^^YQUr 
grmd^^h^, who had listened to thi^ coiivor- 
sjeition \n sHence, now smUed, aad with soma 
arch^eas of manner warned you' to be on 
your guard, remindiag you that I was pre- 
fMffing a- soa^ for you, and' that you wdl 
)uew I: wai a €irQ9 » my .^uvay. * Yem 
4iaig]Ktlj* pnd eaid you had nd fa^* of snaros 
ti^ xwlA ne¥er betray, and you pcmtmwi 
loUafieft to aevefftl ¥^ sdeatific obaervaticHi^ 
which the doctor, with the utmoat gravity^ 
produced for your farther informati<Hi in the 
Mt of phyaio^omy. 

The history of misa Amelia SaviUe wiH 
bast erince my purpose, and establish your 
grwdfiither's sagacity, who, contented with 
tbe knQwfedge he has of my aims and oiv 
I^Cta in this world, as these relate to your 
milityf aaw, without studying my face, that 

I had 
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I had sdofte design by renewing a subject 
tdikh had t>een already discussed and db^ 
missedr .1 

The mother of this beautiful creature, die 
bidy who sat next her, is a ^idow of hrge 
TOtd independent fortunes The heroine o£ 
my taie was aboot^ve years odd > when her 
father died, and she tias a sister about a yeai$ 
older than herself* 

Nature had not been less Bberat in het 
gifts to Sophia, the eldest of these ^ gi^l^ 
than to Andt^Iia, whose charms you -hare sor 
justly admired ; and akhough their persons 
and dispositions had little resemblance, they 
both promised to realize the .hopes of their 
respeetable connections. An unfortunatd 
predilection in &vour of AmeUa hod beeo 
indulged without check or ^consideration hf: 
her thtid mother eren before the death <^ 
Mr. Saville ; and in the indntgende of » 
weak and unjust partiality ongmaned ihos^ 
eyih whicb have menaced the sisters wkb 
dasmicAon, and broken asunder those ties of 
Nd^itfe which 'Sio essentially contribate to thft 

happiness 
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happmess and security of this life. The 
relations and friends of the family had per* 
ceived Amelia's ascendency in her nu)ther'8 
heart, and had witnissed the power she 
usurped over the more timid and ddicace 
Sophia. They censured her conduct, but &>r« 
got, in their zeal fw justioe, the errors which 
betrayed themselves into a condud: as perni* 
cious as that which so much offended them. 
They became pairttal in thdr turn, and 
Sophia was the declared object of their 
praises and caresses. This opposition to 
Mrs. Saville's opinion only augmented her 
tenderness for a child *^ to whom no one 
was kind huU hefself ;'' and sadsfied with 
having so ostensible a plea wherewith to 
colour her weakness, she daily became more 
fond of her idol, and more indifferent to 
Sophia. It is ndedkss for me to remark <m 
the probability of these chiklren discovering 
*the bendits which spring from love and 
mutual good ofBces, had they been lefi: to 
ffae experience which must have resulted 
fiom more mature reason^ and the common 

advantages 
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advantages arising from their mutual depen« 
deoce pn each other. But the continual 
contests f6r favour produced very different 
effects, and , such as inust ever be prpduGe4 
in the tn^ids of beings left to the sugges- 
tions and stimulus of self-interest. Sophia^ 
naturally delicate in constituticm,. i^as how- 
ever gezrtle and timid. She shrunk from 
a competition which harassed and rendered 
her fretful. She became, pensive and p^ile, 
and carefully shunned those whose pity. and 
kindness cost her the rebukes of her mother, 
and produced the resentment of her tyrant* 
Amongst the number of Sophia^s partisariSy 
if I may apply the word p the present 
subject, was a Mr. Goldby. He was uncle 
to Mr. Saville, and considered as the future 
friend of his children. His integrity was 
uaimpeached, and his manners in some 
respects as unbending as his rectjituder He 
had) some time before his nephew's death, 
retired from a very lucrative and successful 
conunerce, which he had conducted for 
many years in Lisbon \ and his settling i^ 
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England was a cittumstance of general sa» 
tSSfaction to his friends. His attachment to 
Mn SaiTitte and the little girts was, from a 
man of his temper, understood as art avowed 
intention of considering them as the future 
heirs of his ample fortune ; for every pne 
knew that he was incspable of crusilii^ 
those expectations which ivith Reason resulted 
from hk conduct. 

On the event which hurried Mr. SaviUe 
to to untimely grave, not' a shadow of 
doubt was entertained but that his cbildreA 
were left to the guardianship of their good 
uncle. Mr. Goldby, impressed by the same 
idea, attended to the opening of the deceased 
gentleman's will, and fouiid, to his surprise, 
that he had bequeathed his whole fortune to 
his wife, and that the children were left to 
her unconditional wiH for the future provi- 
sion which his fortune might have ampT^ 
secured. 

•The uncle was no less offended than sur- 
prised by a proof so concludve, as he judget^ 
of the undue influenee of Mrs. Ss^Ue: aind^ 
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fraitk and uncereaioiuous by habits he wth 
some asperity of manner told the widow tbat 
%he would do w^ll to bear constantly in mind 
that her husband had left not only bis fortune^ 
but his good name, to her manageraent. 
" Take heed/' added he sternly^ ^ that you 
do not give strength to the opinion vdadk 
experience has already^ establi^ed^ thai m 
man must be either a fool or a knaire who 
leaves his children to the mercy of a wot 
man." 

Mrs. SaviHe*s rising colour indicated ha: 
resentment of ttus freedom; but the coaotsi* 
derations of prudence checked her emodonfc 
of anger ; and with tears she assured him 
that it would be her constant «Ddeavoixci» 
show that her husband bad not foi^^ottetiL his 
children in making their mother their steward 
and guardian : as a proof of hex in&entioil» 
she implored his advice and assistaiQca ia.Uie 
exigences of the hour^ adding^ that, sbe 
firmly resolved io be guided by him in eveiy 
subsequent measure in wfakh the intim^ o( 
her diildren was concerned. . Softened % a 

VOL. Ill, G moderadon 



122 

inodexitipisL tthicb ke 'did not' eJcpect; the 
.%wtliy oM ' man entemd.kito the bt^sio^ss 
bf die eneciiteesbip vdth Mal^ and. finished 
die arrangttxmits . of his neptew*a affiiirs 
Mth much advikitage to bk wid^w. Mrs. 
fiariUe \rte liot inaenstble to these ac^ of 
IdndneK, nor forgetful liiat Mr; Goldby had 
a fisTtun^ of ferty dibusand pounds to leave 
teioBdiUm at his death. His authority in 
inr faduae waa however exercised scAtly 
with a view to the happiness of the famHy. 
fie ind been powerfully attracCed to Scfphia 
itoui hdag'tbe frequent witness of the petu* 
lanoe and hasty temper of Amelia.: but be 
was tDajttst to bbme the child Sot tbe weak*- 
iKavo^iier mo^ec; and^ with aa impartiality 
w&ich. 'ought to hav^ corrected, tbe errors 
ttotcnlyof that mother but of the friends 
asotnid her, lie reproved or encouraged 
tfeiem' widi wvdbm and gentleness as they 
Meritedi Btscord and rivalship had» how* 
Wmr^' then ihrone in the tun-aery, and years 
loul estdUisfaed their empire. Sophia becatne 
ddd^ andifieeviiBh^ ArnaH^ tycaatnical and 
*i f pert. 



It I 



123 

pert. la this m^^nner they readied ^m 
eleventh and twelfth years ; whm one day 
Mrs. SavtUe ^riously con^Utd Mrv G(4dby 
oa the expediency of placing So|>hia in ( 
boarding-schooli in order to correct her 
temper, and check the groviag habbfi of 
indolence; acknowledguag that^ bei&gayierse 
to seYerky, she could not permk tarn Oreen^ 
their private governms to Me such diacipliae 
as she ifisisted was the only means from 
wi»:h she looked for refomatioa joi; imr 
provementin her pupil. Mr. Goli^.^ who 
had with tompassion seen in this poor 
child nothing mxt than the e&cts of re« 
pressed spimts and weak healthy .concealtd 
his feelings when this proposal wa;^ fkuf^d 
before him. He only gravely reiOitrkedt 
that Mrs. SaviUe coold not be a straiiger tp 
his preference of % domestic edacation^ fer 
giris who had mothers to superint^ ia thd 
dire^^ioii of them; thftt he waa goin^ for 
the warm months to his retreat at Spni^ 
wood J and ibat be would tdke Sophia mth 
hiai^ triuting to the ef&cts of good m aod 
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exercise for her cure. The mother cheer- 
fully consented to a measure' which ensured 
her an exemption from the endless cares of 
keeping her favourite in good humour, and 
, tier sister from indulgenceswhich she thought 
liurtful to her. 

The happy Sophia was immediately con<^ 
veyed by her uncle to his house near Ro- 
chester, and placed under the care of his 
housekeeper, a good and intel%ent wo- 
man, who had as a parent gained sufficient 
experience for the proper regulation of the 
young. padent's diet. Freedom and tran- 
quillity seconded these measures} health re- 
turned with contentment $ and the fretful 
complaining Sophia was pronounced by 
Mrs, Nuttley to have •* the temper of a dove 
and the sportiveness of a lamb. '* It is true, 
Sophia forgot in the morning rambles with 
her uncle the two hours' lesson at the piano 
which had been enjoined by miss Green the 
governess. The collar and the feet-stocks 
had been left at her uncle*s town house^ and 
no one thought of them : not a single 
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attempt had been made t;o copy the draw- 
ings her governess had provided for her 
leisure hours: but Sophia had sketched 
dozens of landscapes from the scenery 
around her, which had pleased Mrs. Nuttley, 
though they could not satisfy herself: and 
as for needle- work or books, these were^ 
rarely thpught of; for "Mr. Goldby was 
making her a parterre, and chose she should 
be at his side to help hioi, and to chat. 
November reunited the family : the sunburnt 
healthy Sophia was welcomed, by her friends 
with wonder and delight, and received by 
bq* mother and miss Green as a neglected 
scholar and a spoiled child. Diligence in 
recovering her lost time was injudiciously 
enforced : the acknowledged superiority of 
Amelia in her music and* French did not 
suffice ; Sophia was taunted and teased by 
her tonnentor for having cunningly mad^ 
herself a favourite with Mr. Goldbv, and 
upbraided as a telltale. Again did the 
temper of the dove and the playfulness of 
the lamb disappear. An obstinate cough 
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succeeded, ifvith symptoms of ah alarm^ 
ing kind, and in the following summer poor 
Sophia was judged to be in a consumption. 
About this time, an event took place, to 
which it is probable she was indebted for 
her life, and> without any doubt may it be 
said, to which she was indebted for her 
happiness and improvement as a rational 
being. Mr. Goldby had, during his resi* 
*dence m Lisbon, lived on terms of the 
strictest intimacy with his pardiier in business. 
This gentleman was a native of Geneva, 
and had married an English lady who resided 
with her parents in the country near him, in 
that retiren;ient which agreed with the me- 
diocrity of their fortune. The death of 
these parents left the young and beautiful 
daughter without any other provision than 
that which resulted from monsieur Granger*s 
affection, who, notwithstandii% he had yet 
his fortune to make, married her in a short 
time after she became an orphan. Mr« 
Goldby 's agency, in the hands of Prqvidence, 
conducted monsieuir Ortuger not only to 
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Lisbon but to affltieiice ; and, when he 
died, his wid<»w was I^ at her ease in 
pecuniary matters. The tried friend and 
prop of Granger^s life became a suitor for 
^le hand of madame Granger*. She refused 
his oJOFer^ but retained his heart} and he 
quitted Portugal some few years after, with 
an opimon which time had justified, drat few< 
could contend with madame Granger cm the 
score of merit and talents. 

An unexpected! and considerable legacy 
from a remote branch of her mother's 
i^mlj 'Summoned madame Granger to 
England, and she found her friend Mr. 
Goldby at his house at Sprir^wood under 
the utmost anxiety for the iato of poor 
Sophia. It was not difficult to perceive on 
the one hand,, the interest which he took in 
this child's preservation^, and on the.other^ 
bis opinioA of thoses naeasures h^ mother 
had adopted., and whictt h«* pronounced had. 
been, audi wou]ii be^ thfe destruction of the 
child;. Happy to be useful to the object of 
hinr gratitude and veneration, ntadame Gran^*^ 
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gcr eagerly proposed to him Sophia*s re- 
turning home with her, and talked in the 
most encouraging t^rms of the salubrity of 
An air and situation of her house, which 
was placed on a spot peculiarly beneficial 
to- the invalid^ and to her *'a paradise**' 
This plan was referred to Mrs. Saville, with 
a peremptory assertion on the part of Mr. 
Goldby, that he wjis of opinion nothing 
.could save the girl's life but the experiment 
proposed. Mrs. Saville consented to Sophia's 
removal, and early in September the tra- 
vellers set out for Falmouth, under the 
escort of Mr. Qoldby and Mrs. Nuttley, 
who after two months* residence in madame 
Granger's *' paradise** returned to England. 
The voyage, though tedious, had been 
salutary to the invalid, ind the physicians 
bad a reasonable ground for hope, by finding 
the hectic symptoms lessening- every day. 
Her youth and madame Granger's vigilance 
assisted their prescriptions, and in a year 
Sophia was again recovered to comparative 
health. From this ,time n^adame Granger 
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had a recompense for which she had made 
no calculations. Sophia's in^rovements 
constituted her first enjoyments; and in the 
consciousness of having formed h^r to be ^n 
object for general praise and esteem, she for^ 
got for a time the uncertain tenure by which 
she retained the pride and comfort of her 
own existence. Collecting around her the* 
best and most cultivated society, she hx:u 
litated to her pupil the knowledge and usis of 
every polite language, and saw with mater* 
nal delight the slender and delicate girl gra-r 
dually exhibiting all tl^e graces of youth and 
health, with the modesty and sweetp^s of a 
meek and feminine temper and a well in- 
formed understanding- 

Mr, Gpldby's interference had been more 
useful to madam^ Granger than the reports 
which reached England by means of those 
who ha^ seen Sophia during their search foK 
health. Madame Granger's: pupil wa3 the 
elaborate tber^e of praise afid aidmiration q| 
the returned travellers, who conceived d)a^ 
tiiey 'Cpuid not more effectually, please .Mi^ 
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SoHlIey or better gradfy the curiosity of 
the mcer, tiian by descantuig on tias subject. 
The mother thought the girl^s head wotl^d be 
fumed, by seemg the whde torpa diploma- 
tique bowing and complimenting aroimd 
her y and that a girl of sixteen had some' 
diing better to do than to figure in a circle 
ey^ eveung. , Mr. GoUby maiBtained 
that such circles as madame Granger's were, 
under her guidance, the best paths to wis- 
dom and discretion } and that if Sophia were' 
ficaUM she would be dead in a yean More 
was included m this prediction than met the 
sai** The mother understood Jutn ; for she 
perfectly knew that AmeSa had not forgotten 
^ the art of tormenting.'' 

She was aware that Amelia already dreads 
ed the return of a sister to precede her in the 
notice <tf the Wdrfd y and she quietly permit- 
ted madame Granger to enjoy a blessbg 
which she weU knew she shpuld not find to 
be rate under her own roof. But when this 
^chaarmmg daughter" approached her eigh- 
teenth year, and Mrs* Saville heard every 
* one 
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one adding faer^ wkh exprtabii$ of sui^rbe^ 
^^ bow; she cootrimat talixc mdmut so. swedt 
a gjxi i'* she thoogbt it time to^ anew: h^ 
claims to the toaficrtuft characmi and. she 
f^ereoipforily ^ve Mr. Gtddfoy- to^ under- 
stand, thai: sbi^ coald: not be satisfied wUk anu 
abseace- so. uselessly procfasti&atod;. (Sfe'csk- 
gag^ ^: be ia Lisboa for thi? pivpose of re- 
storing^ taher the *^ long4>anisdied Stqrius^^ 
and he kept his^ promise ;, for ^Bri^ jn'^ 
siutiimjii he waa am inmate mtlk madame 
Giraiiger t and the prq>anitions for. Sophia^s 
cetura^ aikd madame Grange's wit IP^ Mis^ 
SaviiW were ioi forwardness^, HRhen. SopUa. 
tvas; attack^ b^ the measks^, and; was for 
some-dajts extremely ill* Hec medical fiiend. 
perceived ac once s^ the consequences likely 
lo result ta a patieiit sa deliotte as Sophia^ 
from a change ta a climate sa olmoiialy utt« 
iriendiy ta the cough which, is- incid^ . to 
ihist malady^ He cauidvined Mr. Gcidby oa 
die^SQb|ect y who withoqt loss^of time trans'* 
mitted lo her motiier the cauise of their delay,, 
and his resolution of ^lassing the winter widi 
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his Li^n • fneiids. Mrs. Saville coosckd 
faenelf under, this disappointment^ byuitro'- 
ducing mto sockty her beautiful and accom- 
p&beQl Anxelby. who had then attained her 
se^enleenth year,, and whose pretensions to 
geaEsral admiration and favour none were dis- 
posed; to dispute. 

The winter passed happily on both sides of 
the'.^er^ and the time approached fo^ the 
Appearance of the expected madame Gran- 
gor.and.her companions. All was in readi* 
liess in Clifibrd^street ; and every hour v^as 
counted by Mrs. Sa^ville, who felt the mo* 
t&6r busy uk.her bosom in proportion as fancy 
ikkek oin tfbe:repalation of her daughter. At 
ihis*m6ment slie received a.visit of ceremony 
^om.a young baronet and his uncle. . These 
geHtlemen w£re recently returned. from the 
Gontineot after ^xi absence from Engl^ndf 
pfobnged beyofkd . the usual pieriod givi^ 
for Y^hat is . called the Grand Tpur ;.: aod 
which dme had been assiduously cultivated 
by <sir George Lister under the guidance of 
his uncle/ guardian^ and friend: 
i. t Mrs* 
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Mrs. Saville received with the utmost cot» 
diality and pleasure guests whom she had 
long known, and viewed with admiration 
the young heir, who, as a boy, had so often 
pleased her and Mr. Saville. His manly and 
dignified person, and the ease and politen^ess 
of his manners, were not lost upon her. Hp 
was at this time four- or five-and-twenty, and 
in the possession of an estate of five thousand 
pounds per annum, which a long minority 
had improved* His uncle was a bachelor, 
and had given up a rich benefice, for the 
purpose of educating this only hope of an 
ancient family, who became his sole care at 
the age of fourteen. The visitors soon de- 
parted, but not before they had engaged to 
dine in Clifford-street on the following day ; 
and Mrs. Saville was left to the train of ideas 
^^bi^h insfantly succeeded to the baron^t'9 
last cheerful and friendly adieu. 

Amelia, who was from home at this cri* 
tical moment, was informed at her return of 
the visitors whom she had missed seeing : 
and tijye mother, elat^ed by the visions of, her 
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fancy, could not help communicating to her 
idaughter aportron 6f her own chimerical 
hopes. The rank, the fortune, the personal 
advantages of sir George were portrayed 
and highly extolled ; and the subject finished 
by Mrs. Saville's saying, ** shfwell knew his 
uncle ardently wished to see him married, 
and she was certain that a daughter of his 
old and intimate friend Mr* Saville would 
not want his interest to recommend her to 
his nephew.** 

The youthful and ambitious Amelia from 
that moment thought herself secure, and pre- 
pared for a conquest worthy of her. A small 
family party assembled to meet the tray eflers^ 
and all was ease and cheerfiifaiess around 
Mrs. Saville^s well ordered table. 

Amelia was elated by the visible admira^ 
lion which her beauty had produced in the 
baronet's mind. He was gay and assiduous* 
She thought him handsome and agreeable^ 
and by much the best dressed man she had 
ever seen. 

After dinner, the circle, by common 
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;^eement,.adjoumed to the music parlour : 
kere Amefia displayed a voice and an execu- 
tion well calculated to fascinate sir George, 
who was not only an amateur, but a capkal 
performer on the violoncello. Song succeed- 
ed song, and concerto followed concerto. Shr 
George was charmed with the melody of a 
voice which f^w can equal. Aztd to Qie libe- 
ral praise he bestowed on this endowment of 
nature, was added his triboie to the skill of 
Amelia'^s music*ma^er. In the midst of an 
Italian song, in ^*fe9ch Amelia, freed from 
the timi^ty natujr^td her age, was pouring 
forth her melodicHis notes, the door of the 
apartment was stiddeidy opaEied, and M)r. 
Goldby with eager joy introduced Sophia 
and her dear madame Granger. Mrs. Sa- 
ville, stti^yrised, yielded to the sweet impulse 
of die moment : she rushed to meet theem- 
brace of her child, who, stnkmg into her 
arms^ smigled her tears wih hqr mothei's^ 
and sohbing said, *^Oh, I am too happy i*^ 
Madame Granger vras welcomed by the sur- 
veuodio^ friends c^ die &mly with demon*- 
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9t rations of pleasure and gradtude, Amelia 
bad advanced, and. with some emotion bad 
taken the hand of Sophia. She felt the pres- 
$}^lfe, and heard the sister's welcome. She 
turned from her mother's bosom, and, ex- 
tending her arms, exclaimed, ** My dear sis- 
ter ! my dear Amelia ! let this embrace unite 
us for ever.** The girls wept, and a pause 
ensued. 

Sir George and bis uncle, who, during 
this tumultuous scene of joy, had retired ta 
the bow window as unobserved spectators,i 
were now perceived by Mr. Goldby, who,* 
with all the frankness and ardour of his na- 
ture, welcomed his old acquaintance,. and > 
seizing sir George's hand, said, ^* Come, let 
me introduce you to my girl, who has b^ea 
as long a stranger to her own country a^ 
yourself: and to trust to appearances,*' added 
th/ft good old man, shaking the un<;le('s hand^- 
'< neither you nor myself have been losjng 
our. time." The baronet, " nothing loth,** foU 
lowed his conductor. Sophia was seated be* 
tweea her mother and sister.. H«r agitaiiooL 
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had subsided, but her humid eyes added to 
the soft expression of gratified tenderness a 
glow of delight which gave animadon to a 
fece commonly judged too pale, for her 
complexion was remarkable for its delicacy* 
She had unconsciously taken off her riding- 
hat, and by this means gave freedom to a 
profusion of very light auburn hair, which 
fell in disordered ringlets on her forehead and 
shoiildersv She rose to receive the stranger's 
compliment, and with a sweet smile told him,, 
that if absence from those he loved had been, 
like Iiers, balanced oy such happiness as she 
then experienced, she could not for an instant 
doubt of the ancerity of his congratuladons» 
Amelia now proposed retiring with her sister 
to her dressing-room : but this modon was 
overruled. The travellers had slept at Spring- 
wood* No one was fatigued, and the con*% 
versation became easy and pleasant. 

Sir George Lister admired beauty; but 
he was superior to its fascinating powers 
over the understanding. He had, without any 
h^zgrd <;>f his peace, admired the beautiful 
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Amelia SavHIe ; and, with the frankness and 
politeness of a wdl bred man^ he had ;iot 
Concealed his approbation of such attractions 
as she displayed. Byt, before the party sepa* 
rated, he found that symmetry of features 
and br3Iiancy of complexion had a formidable 
rival, "vrhen contrasted with the modest and 
unobtruding charms of the unadorned So« 
phia ; and that voice which at the instru* 
tnent had ** mpt his soul in elysium" was 
thought harsh when he listened to the soft 
accents of Sophia, ^vho, with the accustomed 
cj^se whiph had resulted from Ijeing fe. **• 
donal society^ conversed without restrauM^ 
and spoke with esteem of several gentlemen 
with Avhom sir George and tus uncle had 
been on terms of intimacy. 

' Let it suffice, that sir Qeorge redred with, 
the conviction that Sophia was not only a. 
beautiful girl, but an amiable and cultivated 
.young woman : and Amelia, not less assured 
of the effects of her charms, contemplated at 
ease, on her pillow, the day of triumph which 
these had secured tei her ; and she smfled on 
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recoUecting the ^* nonsense** she had heard 
from the mouths of travellers who had been* 
at Lisbon, relative to a gi|^ whom she was 
certain they had never known. This delu- 
sion on th« part of vanity was for a time 
useful, and supported Amelia in those ex- 
ternal coinpliances which decorum exacted 
in respect to her sister, who had apparently 
forgotten every shadow of former ofience, 
and who thought her, what in truth she was, 
a most lovely and accomplished young wo* 
man. Harmony was thus seemingly establish* 
ed^ and Mrs. SaviUe*$ house was the abode of * 
cheerfulness. 

Madame Granger, in whose mind the 
banks of die Tagus had receded in the same 
degree as her interest in Sophia became the 
governing principle erf her life, listened with 
complacency to Mrs. Saville*s entreaties of 
passing some months with her ; and Mr. 
Goldby gave her plainly to understand^ that 
months would not content him. 

The various engagements that the return 
of Sophia occasioned, now yielded to tho 
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usual routine of Mrs. Saville's life } and she 
began to consider with curiosity sir George, 
who, as well as. his uncle, was become a 
very frequent guest. The unaffected gaiety 
of his mai^ners, and the strict propriety of 
his conduct, led to no discovery which could 
satfefy Mrs. Sdville. She perceived only that 
he was become a favourite with all- her 
family connexions, the idol of Mr. Goldby, 
and the shadow of madame Granger. Ame- 
Iia*s penetration went beyond her mother's^ 
and her wounded vanity sought its cure in 
an assumed indifference* Her resentment, 
she conceived, had an object within its power 
and reach, and she began to show Sophia 
that she had not forgotten the disputes of the 
nursery. But, to her extreme surprise, she 
found a calm and steady rebuke, in the 
place of the submission which she had ex- 
pected! The contests of childhood could not 
be again renexved, and the mild and courte- 
ous behaviour pf Sophia baffled hcr.petu- 
lance and overawed her rudenegs. The work- 
iugs of her little malice were answered by 
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reascM), or disregarded ; and Amelia received 
from the well-governed temper and superior 
unders^nding of her sister, a defeat, which, 
in proportion as it mortified her, increased 
the malignity of her hieart. 

Sir George soon removed all Mrs. Saville's 
doubts by an application for her consent 
and concurrence in the purposes of his 
heart ; and I need not say that Sophia was 
the object it sought. His overtures were 
received with more stately reserve than the 
occasion called for; but as Mrs. Saville 
wisely considered that her rejection of sir 
George for one of her daughters could not 
with any probability of success secure him 
for the other ; and as he had contrived to 
have a friend in every member of her hus- 
band's family, she found a difGculty in re- 
pressing his hopes, or silencing his solicit 
tatiotxs. Her favourable opinion of his 
merit had been loudly proclaimed; his 
fortune and his rank had yet their allure- 
ments; and Mrs. Saville submitted, with 
a silent contempt for his preference, to 
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{ireteottons wtdch she could not well con* 
tradict 

Sophia^ with tjie cold consent of her mo* 
lfaer> was left to the decision of her heart ; 
and this was in favour of a man liot only es- 
teemed but bdoved by all who knew his 
worth. Amelia thought it expedient to bo 
delighted on this occask^, and with afiected 
congratulations endeavoured to impose on a 
sister who perfectly understood her, and who 
received thetn with a ample acknowledge 
ment and imconstrained cheerfulness. 

I am now come, my EliEa, to the more 
interesting part of my little narrative; and I 
am tempted to give it you in madame 
Granger's own words, since these will re- 
mind me of a woman who so suddraly 
pleased me, that I was, during the time she 
passed under this roof, a disciple whom La*^ 
vater would not have refused. Yoo wiU 
perceive, however, that she bad a talisman 
jibout her as powerful as a countenance beam^ 
ing with sense and sweetness. 

My Sophia,'^ said madasie Granger, 

" was 
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<« was aot long b discovenng that the leaven 
still predominated in her sister's heart ;. but 
the cautious and dignified girl so conducted 
herself that it. required some ingenuity t9 
find a sub^t for dispute. Caprice was un^ 
heeded, requests were indulged, and rude* 
ness was gently rebuked, by obsendng ' that 
ibey ware no longer children** Miss Amelia 
attempted to make a useful instrument of me: 
she told Mrs» Saville that S(^phia loved no 
one but her dear madame Granger. Un* 
fortunately Mrs* SaviUe had hsrself taken a 
fancy to madame Granger, and saw little for 
surprise in an attachment * so natural/ to use 
her own words. Foiled in this attempt she 
tried another. It succeeded better. 

*^ Mrs. Saville became offended by Mr. 
Goldby's constantly calling Sophia ^ his 
girl,' and following her like b^ shadow, 
whilst poor Amelia was scarcely noticed.'* 
The frank-hearted Mr* Goldby acknowledgr 
ed the charge, and alleged for his apology 
certain signs of contempt fin* him^ and ili- 
humour to all, which miss Amelia had per- 
mitted 
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itiitted to escape her* ^ She is a beauty,' 
added the old gentleman, ^ who cannot 
bear to see a rival near the throne. Let sir 
tjeorge settle this business. When Sophia is 
married, I may fall in love with Amelia/ 
The mother, tmprovided with any reasonable 
arguments for .postponing the marriage, 
yielded a cold consent for its being concluded 
in the spring ; and sir George made his bow 
of thanks for a concession in his favour 
which his merit and tbnuhe might have re- 
qoired to have been more graciously made. 
But even this term of expectation' was ren- 
dered vexatious by the fertile expedients 
which this mischievous girl employed. She 
became fond of her future brother, teased 
him with her monkey tricks and childish 
playfulness; and when, weary of her folly, he 
endeavoured to divert it from himself, she 
would, with a sarcastic smile, observe that 
Sophia looked as jealous as a ^^ife and as old 
as ^ Lady Restless/ The perfect disregard 
shown to speeches of this kind had their 
eflfcct ; but Mrs. Saville innocently helped 

her 
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her t^ another trig! of Sophia's temper. 
Ufiequal to* the late hours in London, she 
had found by Experience that neither her 
health nor pleasures were equal to public > 
pbces and crowded aparcmaits. Amelia, 
was never contented at home ; and the fa- 
t^aed Mrs. Saville found sir Ceorge an use- 
fill escort, and- an assiduous protector in the^ 
tumult x>f a fadiionable place of rrade^voos. 

" One evening poor sif George was sum-^ 
ihoned to his exacted duty from Sq>hiaV 
ade, who: was slightly indisposed with a cold. 
His rueful looks excited my mirth, smd he 
quitted us with undjssembled vexation, well 
knowing the lateness of the hour when the 
assembly would break up. We retired to our 
repo^, and susp^ded'our curiosity till the 
br^ykjfasdog hourof the ladies: it was k kte* 
one,; and our hiqiaries-wdret suddenly ch^ck-. 
ed by mis^ Amelia'l fi^'ihal complaint ofithe^ 
iaaipertinenCe kid; offigi(niM€!Ss of sir Oedrge 
lister, /Vhose bebftvirar 'was intolerable!^ 
Mrs; Sai&kfst defence of the abs^nlf cutjnft' 
n^ not less iwirin^'ljifld ill lie» resemtDen^^ 

YQu jLiu H she 
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dbi hiitfrd dM Ae atxxi4 m noei o£ a nr 

jCvemfe UMor to chock tier m public. We 

«0re ail^oi, and at length vnd^rtiood that 

the haiidaonifirt and bjfyxtke mest ele- 

gant jnan iortfae worn had api^ed to the mas*^ 

l«r of the oeremomes to iatrodnoe hhn as a 

candidate fof her hand in the daMe. ^ Qti 

Vorri^*s poiating him out tp me/ cootsmed 

the fair narrator, 4 ii^taotly retottecledtbtt 

I bad seen him a few moriunp since m 

Chrisde's anctiotL roomf arm ia arm with 

the youBg duke of r— — , vho pveiepted 

hkn to the ladies ^f his party. I capseqmently 

Il6wed in acquiescefics with his request^, and 

Morris left me in Oirder td to§^0 hkn to ne; 

when rir George, seeing him. advance^ pec- 

esqptorily declared, to my mother that I 

should not dance with a stianger^ dts^^wifi^ 

ied for ever being in her society under Wf 

oiheriitlei and> before I couUqpeaky my 

moihersaldl woiiCMgapd toduM: abonuo»> 

Ha scare«€raw, my mmm William. .€<rfionel 

OsMQO^ fer that iahis wtim^ kdbed snfr 

iwH he avighii.biit ha poKtsfy 

pkaded 
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pleskled my hte condetee&rfoa. I 
retract my prbmisis, said my mother to Um^ 
eotdiy quttthig her sett, a&d drswiag m^loie 
^QT&Wd. ButIattitm«eaUthisriid«(^t<> 
^Crebrge^ vho asraiAies an authority ia i^ 
fimuly to wl^I wffl not fid>mit/ The mor 
ther in iitr turn rebted this Texatious dr* 
eimiBtaoce, and' reminded miss Amelia that 
tfr George had told her in their way home 
di^t colonel Osmond was a gambler by {>ro« 
fesnbn^ and pursued a course of profligacy 
which was not tolerated even m Paris, where 
he was excluded from erery respectable so* 
decy. ^ What, I suppose/ said Amelia with 
contempt, ^ from such resectable society as 
m George Lister and his Joseph Andrews! 
Be this as itmay, in London colonel Osmcmd 
is tile Bricb^ ofEcer, and a gentleman who 
wSf not snflSnr thisrudeness to pass unnoticed. 
Psaw tfaar be perfectly understood the impei- 
dfaient to hk approaches, and the imperd- 
nence which produced h/ Boor S(^a 
ttmi«d pale, and a bitrst of teavt pr^reatfed' 
her' faSntbgr the wd9 knows knock ww 

H 2 fprm^ 
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g|.ve^ fii!|d sir Oeorg^ entq-ed the room. The 
cau^ ,of . Sophia's alari;! and disorder was 
^00 e^plain^ by me,„aDd with the utiqost. 
^rlQusciess.bc^a^ured. Sophia that there^wa^ 
oothiijg, in his coudjict to provoke the, re-, 
sentmepi of the noble <;olone} 050191x49 ^qw- 
ever unfortunately his interference ha^ op^. 
rated with her sister. ' He knew me,' added, 
he, *and he knew that I was no stranger to 
his j:haracter: ray discretion y/i\\ content him 
i;i future, without, d.a^cjng with my fair w-» 
ter/ The event verified this obserxation: we 
heard no. more, of colonel Osmon^.." 

/*.This stretch of brotheyly auth^Uy pro-^ 
bably produced a new whim, which hpwever 
t^eved the.motl)ef and the gentleman- usher 
from their fatiguing offices. A reconciliatian 
took plaqe between miss Amelia dpd her sen* 
timental friend, a nuss Clara Frost, wjiose 
residence was. in. the same street, and within 
half a dqzen dopr^s of Mrs. Saville's l\a^itation^ . 
We had never seen t]us amiable ypui^ lady^ 
\f^s^ feelings bad been wounded I9. the s^« , 
pps|4 4^^t of . miss ,JSavf)le : and : t^e 

- ^ good- 
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goodhatured mother allowed that Clara had 
some reason for the'actusatron, hiiVinJ beeft 
her constant compamoh till sht* weilt'mtb 
public. Amelia confessed that she had been 
to blame; but the affair was made- up, and 
she would convince miss Frost that, though 
giddy, she was not ungrateful. * These con* 
cessions led to the account of miss Frost's 
mother; *An invalid.. "..not too affluent...% 
but, as an officer's widow, saw good company 
at her card parties.* She was at this period 
confined to her bed-room with the rheuma-' 
tism ; and in the ardour of renewed friehd'- 
ship a frame of embrdiiery' was sent t6 
Clara's in order to work ther6, and amtsl 
the poor prisoner. Six* George was left to 
his * soft nonsense/ and Sophia to prepare 
her bridal ornaments. 

"it is necessary , my dear Mrs. Palmerstone,** 
continued madame Granger, "that I here 
mention ah incident which will have its im^- 
portance before I finish my story ; in the 
mean time suffer it to pass as' one of the ex* 
ampIeS ia fayour of a courteous arid' sweet 

temper. 
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Hafffb One morning m exceedingly pretty 
young voman^ whom Sophia had more 
thdaoL once noticed for her modesty and in- 
genuity, in the milliner's shop which she oc- 
casionally Qsedy brought to Mrs. Saville's 
house some articles of fashion for our choice* 
The day was cold and rainy^ and the poor 
girl, fiitigtted, bemired, and cold^ entered So- 
phia's dressing*room with confusion, and be- 
gan to untie the bandbox, which was large 
endugh to have sheltered her as well as the 
hats. * You musi i«st and dry your shoes, 
my dear young lady,' obsenred the gentle 
Sophia, ^ before I can decide on any thing : 
will you sic down here, or go to the houses 
keeper's room, who will assist you ?* The 
young woman with a blush preferred Mrs. 
Rawley's good offices, and said she badbeefi 
subject to severe colds since she lived in 
London. In due time she appeared dry anc) 
warm. We determined on our purchases ; 
^d Sophia sent the poor young and delicate 
creature home in a hiick&ey coadi, widi a 

note carefully folded in her h^ndt vbicfa» 

with 



•vAAk a smile of benevolence, she bade her 
open, and then show to her employer^ as a 
proof that she had been detained by^miss Sak 
viUe. In this paper she had folded up half-a 
guinea, observing to me that the poor thing 
could not wear her clothes agsdn without 
washing. There was nothing in this action 
to surprise me, though it did Mrs. Saville; 
and, with some emotion in.h^r manner, she 
said, ^You are a good creature, Sophia!' 
Nothing more was added, and we forgot this 
proof of consideratioOr for the comforts of 
others, in the uniform attention which Sophia 
gave to those around her* 

''In April the whole family removed to 
Mrs. Savilie's house near Reading; and Mr. 
Goldby, who would now bear no contradic- 
tion, insisted that sir George should not be 
refused a nest in that house, in which in a 
few days he would have the claims of a son« 
Grateful for a munificence which had placed 
Serbia on an equality with sir George, in 
the eyes of prudent calculators, Mrs. Saville 
jFCtided with a good grace to this infringe* 

ment 
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mem of the lavs of edquette ; smd^^von by 
■bis merit, and flattered by an alliance so ra* 
-spectable, she became prood of her future 
soa-in*law^ and cordially forgave him his 
preference of Sophia* The lawyers and sir 
George were still tardy ; but we were happy 
and gay. Miss Amelia was now a new cha« 
racter^ and, with all the enthusiasm of her 
dear miss Frost, she talked in raptures of the 
charms of rural life, the rising sun, the ra- 
diant mildness of the moon, the enamelled 
meads, and the tuneful choristers of the 
grove. And we concluded^ by the puncto- 
ality and size of her letters to her dear Clara, 
that she amused her friend and^gratified her 
own fancy by sending her the poetical eflfu- 
sions'of her pen. Sir George, who had lost 
his dread of offending Mrs. Saville in the 
enjoyment of her favour, relaxed in his sub* 
missions to her idoL He was an early riser, 
and walked before breakfast. On<;e or twice 
he encountered miss 'Amelia in these walks^ 
who returned with him In the highest spirits, 
and wearied us with her sublime descriptions 

^of 



1S3 

of scenery never before enjoyed by lier. Sir 
George slightly wrenched his ancle, as he 
said, and he rode before breakfast, taking 
his servant and his dog with him. At this 
juncture Mr. Goldby had an attack from 
the gout, and we became more stationary : 
sif* George was our lecturer, and miss Ame- 
lia, forgetting the charms of nature, endear 
voured to rival Mr. Goldby^s * dear nurse^ 
in her assiduities in the sick room; which' 
was soon, however, cheerful ; for neither the 
orutches nor cloth-shbe could damp the sa- 
tisfaction ofthe worthy old man. He counted 
the days as they passed, and engaged to d^mce 
at the weddingwithout either of his shackles, 
though he had only six days grace before 
him to get on his legs. At this precise pe-» 
tiod our female Machiaveljudged it time for 
her coup d'essai, which was intended to 
plunge her whole family into despair. On 
retiring for the night, she accidentally hfeard 
sir George say that ire should not want his 
horse, meaning to walk to a gentleman*!^ 
house- in our neighbourhood. To his vex* 

h5 ation^ 
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atbiiy as it will aooii lyf^car^ he saw ipmf 
Amelia in bis pathy vho^ with grea( ga^etj 
saluting him^ asked him whether his engage- 
snent was to break&st at Mr. Nedsit's. H^ 
:Ceplied in the negative; but with some hesitar 
tion added^ * unless he forces me tostay/ *He 
will hardly do that^' answered she, ^ for hi$ 
^oom passed me five minutes sinc^ and tol4 
mehismasterwas at Reading. So w^ will have 
^ ramble^ and return together.' Sir Geoi^ 
|uid no negative ready for this proposal, and 
they took a cikuitous round to the par^ 
vuss Amelia being the leader. On their re* 
turn to the house, which was at our breaks 
fast hour, sir Geoige found Sophia and my- 
self in the garden, quietly waiting the trur 
ant's return, and perfectly at our ease ia 
respect to Amelia, one of the men servants 
having met the wandar^s, and told me that 
^y were walking together. Sir George was 
discomposed and heated by the sun; he sat 
down and complained of fatigue, and taking 
off his hat, and wiping his manly and glow* 
ing fece, l^e added) I shall not be surprised 

if 
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if yOiur ^er has walked op a ferer this mom^ 
ing; she is so weary and bested, that she is 
gone to her room, lest hier mother should be 
angry at her imprudence. Why did you per- 
wk her to walk so long, and so fiar? a^ed 
I. ^I remonstrated,* answered he gravely^ 
^ but it was in vain; she would persist in her 
felly/ We entered the breakfast room } and 
on being told thai Amelia was with her mo* 
ther^ quietly proceeded to our morning re^ ' 
past, of which Mr, Gdtdby partook for the 
first time mnce his convalescence. In less 
than an hour he was summoned: ^Mrs; 
Saville wanted to speak to him ;* and the 
maid servant who delivered this message told 
us dtat miss Amelia was, she believed, 
asleep in her lady's bed; being quite over<» 
coipe by her walk, and half dead with the 
headach/ 

*^ Sir George took die newspapers and I^ 
gaa to read, and we applied to our worki* 
bags* Some dme elapsed ; when the do<^ 
opened, and Mr. Goldby, with an inflamed 
countenance,, and a total forgetfulness of hia 

crutches. 
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crutches, entered the- room; and' ^tikmg 
into a great ch^r yielded for some momeiifB 
to the violence of his passion. ^ By G~>di' 
said he, earnestly looking at sir. George, ^ I 
believe it is all a lie! you are nm< a villmi* 
,It is impossible! and I ViU support yoin* ho- 
tiour with my life, if it be necessary. Order 
your chaise: we must leive this infernal 
house for a time. Sophia/ added he/ ^e^iziy, 
I am your protector ; and in the' absence of 
this man, believe him to be an mjnred one. 
I am sure of it ; ^^r no one who deserves the 
name of man could have merited the accu- 
sation with which he stands charged by your 
sister : but I know her,' added he, gnawing 
his teeth, ^ and bittarly shall ^e repent of 
this mischief!' Sir George, pale and mute 
with surprise and dismay, turned towards 
Sophia his imploring, anxious looks. She 
was collected and calm, and rising took her 
uncle's hand. ^ If,' said she^ ^any additional 
support were necessary to this trial of my 
fortitude and patience, beyond that which 
Providence has gracioudy supplied, I should 

find 
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I 

find It in the sustanring'pfoof that you are 
the vindicator of sir Georjge Lister ; and that 
xny confidence in his principles, and faith in^ 
his love^ defended by such an advocate, can* 
not be censured as the viromail's weakness; 
But your Sophia, my dear arid revered 
father and best friend, has a joy you know 
not yet, tljpugh you live only for her happi- 
ness ! I v^ill have the pride of heart of show- 
ing to you, and alF the world if it be neces^ 
sary, that sir George Lister is still worthy of 
the good man's favour and confidence. Sus^ 
pend your departure. It is here that your 
presence is needful. I am going to my mo- 
ther. Alas!* added she, bursting into tears, 
* I cannot save her from anguish, though I 
can sir George from the stigma of dishonour.*' 
She beckoned me to follow her, and instantly 
quitted the gentlemen. 

" We repaired to Mrs. Saville's bed-room; 
she was still greatly agitated, and resentment 
appeared in her glowing cheek and disturbed 
air. On our entering, Amelia was on the bed 
and weeping. She concealed ■ her face in the 

pillows. 



pniouy and m^ «d rqdy to ovr k^pnnM 
respecting her heakb* ^ I wished/ obtervedl 
the mother wilhan air of vesadoo^ ' to baip« 
had an hour to myself} but my ord^ra were 
not observed. That poor giri has already 
talked too much«*-*-I made a molkm to retke. 
^.^ Nay, stay/ continued she, ^ I aball need 
you; andlsball know no peace tiil my mmd 
is relieved.'.«..AmeUa sobbed.-./ It would 
not surprise me/ continued the anxious mo-« 
ther^ * if 9 what with the events of tins mora^ 
ing, and the brutafity, for such I will caU it^ 
of Mr. Goldby's bdiaviour^ she should have 
a serious illness. But you must>' continued 
she^ addressing Sophia, * be made acquainted 
with circumstances distressing to me to relate 
before Mr. Lister's arrival. It is. indispensably 
necessary that you should know that sm aiw 
liance iu his family is now impossible/ I 
looked/' said madame Granger, '* wilh ter- 
ror on my child. She was still calm imd uik 
inoved j and with an unfaltering voice b^ 
ged her mother to proceed*.... < Your uncle/ 
continued Mrs. SaviUe with indignation^ 

^ might 
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^0^1^ htra 9fvei ma ibis pdinM Atty y 
but he {irefeps tlie vindscalMMi of w George 
lister to' the hoMHir of his owA deces ; 9iaA 
the obligatkn ^emams widi your moth^ 
to teU you that air Geoi^e w a viihin/ 
Agfiixky* md madame Granger, '^Icaft 
9 fiearfiil |^ce at xny Sophia... A serious and 
serene atteatmi met my ^ye. ^ You baTe,^ 
Vtd Mr& SainUe, ^ been tl^ dupe of profes* 
skx98» loQig sinw the mask of acorrupt heart. 
Your skier k the object of bis pursuits. She 
bas for some time suspected this mischief, and 
from ri^ard for ydia hte not only concealed 
those suqncions, but has even imposed on her 
own . judgement. Since ve have been here 
ber observations have been painfully eluci- 
dated* An open avowal, on the part of sir 
George, of his change of sentiments^ has in- 
sulted and shocked her. With an open decla- 
ration of her soHn, she att^npted to awaken 
in his mmd a regard to his honour, and 
to replace m his heart a consideration for the: 
woman whose affections he had solicited 
a)id gained. The tiaitor decaved her by a 

semblan^ 
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Aembiaitce of .contriticm; He promised tfia^ 
he would endeavour to forget her, and* ka^ 
plored her t& keep a secret, which would 
ruin him with bis uncle, and desttoy the hap- 
piness of the woman to whom he shbuld make 
tfhe sacrifice of his own. Amelia engaged to 
hide from every one this, * as she hoped, 
transient perfidy ; but, dreading lest reserve 
should betray her contempt of the ftiture- 
hu^afid.of her sister, she unguafdedlyex*- 
posed herself to a second, and a still more im 
Solent and daring attack. This morning,, 
under the pretence of trying how far she^was- 
able to match him as a good walker, which j 
as she tells me, arose from something said last' 
night, he led her to Ae extremity of the* 
park, and^ confessing himself tifed withthe^ 
walk, invited her to sit down on the sl^t* 
which commands the*'high road. He loekeSl' 
impatient and in cohfusion to the right and ^ 
the left^, andj on her inquiring for the cause, 
and asking whom he expected, in -a rhapsody 
6i nonsense he unfolded hh wicked project. 
He swore be knew that she loved him ; . and ' 

that 
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that in secret I should not disapprove of their 

seeking their commoQ happiness. Speak the 

• 

word^ and we are in the road to ity said he, 
-looking again \vith eager curiosity toward 
the turnpike-gate ; at which sl^ now per- 
ceived a man standing and evidently ob« 
serving them. She arose with terror, and, 
in< feigned attention to his discourse, turned 
in haste to the path which she knew would 
•probacy afford her some protection, as it is 
the one constantly taken by the villagers ; 
-and happily she met in a few minutes tw6 
•women and a man who were coming to the 
halL Their sturdy pace obliged her to walk 
l^yond her nearly exhausted strength ; and 
on entering my room, which was the first she 
reached, where she could unobservedly col- 
lect her spirits to meet the family at the 
breakfast-table, she, to her surprise, found me 
^1 in bed ; and, almost fainting with terror 
and' fatigue, yielded to my entreaties a secret 
too kmg kept, and which nothing less than 
die motives wtuch govieraed her could es:« 

cuse*. 
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cute. But these arose as much froM her H^ 
experience as from beij affection to you ; and 
you wiU bless her for a discovery that will 
banish y^r ever^z ma& so base and so ua» 
worthy of you.* 

. *^ The mother paused^ and wkh eager 
looks expected Sophia's reply. My heart 
beat with undefinable emotion whea I saw 
Sophia with an undisturbed couateqance 
dowjy draw from her pocket-book a letter* 
She held it open in her hand^ and, turning 
to her sister, said with severe though mild 
dignky, * Amelia^ do you ackowiedge this 
signature for yours?' A scream instanttjr 
followed the interrogaticHiyand, hastily spring« 
mg from the bed, Amelki violfoitly attonpted 
to seize the letter. ^ That must not be ye^* 
jsaid Sophia, repelling her. ^ You must p^ 
^tiently wait for it. If this caiuiot be in the 
presence of an injured sister, . retire.' She 
waved her hand with an air cf conunaad} the 
confounded culprit stood abashed beforct her; 
andth^ mother iwrfefed her wih a i l c n i di « 

menti. 



tnent. ^ Do yoo iirish, unhappy girl, to hear 
your condemnation V- said Sophia with coU 
lected firmness: ^ be it so ; but know that I 
diall extenuate nothing* That heart must 
be probed to the quick ere it h h^ed. My 
dear mother,' continued the softened So 
phia, * I pity you ; but this is no time to 
dissemble. To attribute this young creature^s 
present dispositions to your indulgence is 
more the command of my reason than the 
purpose of my heart. I haye lamented your 
partiality more from the consequences ari»» 
Ing from it to my sister, than from having 
permitted it to wear the appearance of liv 
jusdce to myself* I have endeavoured to gati;i 
your esteem, and I trusted with confidence Uf^ 
principles too firmly estaUished in the heart 
of my mother to be subdued by involuntaiy 
weakness and habitual fondness. Op my re- 
turn home I flattered myself with the hope 
that the cbiklish jealousies of our early yeaif 
wen eSaoed frofn the hiind of my aister. la 

piy own I §o\md pureaflecdon, and the 9fy 
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dent wish for her love and friendship ; but I 
was disappointed,* and • perfectly convinced 
-that the heart of Amelia would never beat la 
unison with mine. I submitted to in evil 
without remedy. Iwas neither unjust not 
out of humour at a discovery so painful ; I 
contented myself with observing a conduct 
tovi^ards her that gave me a daim at least 
to that affection which she denies me.' Mrs* 
Saville looked disconcerted. * I should have 
hoped/ said she very haughtily, * that tHis 
hour would not have been that of complaint 
against your sister, of reflection on my con- 
duct. But pray what does that paper con- 
tain which has any reference to the subject 
of our present concern? and what meant your 
appeal to Amelia ?^ * I will stay no longer/ 
cried the sobbing girl ; * I will not submit td 
this treatment !' and with violence she quit- 
ted the room. Sophia, with visible emotion, 
again addressed her astonished mother. ' * I 
wanted not, madam^ the evidence l^now 

• ♦ 

iayt of the disposition o£ my skter. You 

may 
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mxg be sorprifed wbep I teU you that I have 
for sQme time beea piiepar^d to i^eet and toi 
disappoint her malice^ j&Jbout: a fortnight^ 
since, I rc^cdved this letter from London, 
and its envelope is one of AipeMafs writing. 
It unfortunately happens that I cannot do 
myself, justice without impUcaUng my geae-^ 
losity ; for her own qoncems - s^d escpofed^ 
with mine. It is. necessary however that ev^ 
these should be known to you; ^d,* in any. 
other situation than the pe^Uarone m which 
I now stand with her, I . should have Gon^ 
ceived -it my duty> s^d the most unequivocair 
proof of affection that I could give a sister,- 
to have placed before yon the intelligence i 
have in my hands. It.is with beartfek soiproqr' 
^atl.fif^ myself obl^pd.ta produce this i^ 
formation in a way so contrary to my inten^^ 
tionsy and.sQ an£riendly to the $rst wish^of 
my soul« This was to sflve^ notto irrUaUs / 
tQ.^re.a rnqther^ not. to plant a dagger ia 
hei^ maternal bosom ! Read that letter to my 

^^^^^^m ^-m^m: Qn«^gf r^ / w^ 

not/ 
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fiot/ added sbe^ coverings hex 6ce anA 
weeping. IcbeyeA. It v«8 ditected td miw 
Sbmlk, and was as foUbws^t 

^ My riiMimi ui fife » m all ra^MCtr aar 
yoMte ffom 70i»a» diac notliitig less pressii^ 
wd tinpertant t&an Ae preseM occastoii^ 
€6utd jttsdfy aste^ rren fo myself for the 
liberty I tadte in addresshig jroo. 

*You may howe^wrbe able\to recall to 
memory a young ptraon whom, idboiit eigbc 
ittontha since, yo^^ noticed with particular 
kmdiiess, whilst takk^ your orders at Mra. 
J)-^% in St JamesVstreet, where I had been 
fixed three years before by my parents, and 
vfcere I had acqaired the commendadoD: of 
Mra* D*— * 

f Once I had the honour of waiting upon 
yox \n JfiflEbrd^^eet; and on that eccaaiott 
Sfottod mysetf^ealed by you, madam^ with 
Acamidemtioa and hunuuiky akogeehjr new 
la BBie« I waa a(-that tmieflee unwordxyof 

your 



par fanevdnet; ferl vis inoocnt aad 
iiidiistiioii&u an eo^lo ynent irfiiA ivootd: 
have profided tasr wsy vnaam md die naces* 
ades of my psMnte^ ^ 

^Let k suffice thM I have been for aone 
wedca the mJaaraUe, nikied cMi|iaiiioA of 
colood OaiDoad } and aii at preteat deserted 
byei him to sttfier in laiaery the praalty of 
my crime* Amongat a isw artikdea of his^ 
wearing apparel Iriiich he 1^ hi my lodg<» 
ings, I found a wakteottt irimmed vrith lace, 
and my poverty induced me tp sell it. Itt 
tfa^ ppckets appeared^ with some other useless 
papers, the letter inclosed in this. I ask not 
your pity, madam, for I do not deserve it* 
Lost as I am, thip confession of my shame 
calls no blush^ to my &ded cheek, nor causes 
one additional throb of anguirib to my burst* 
ing heittt* God will be mereifol } and my^ 
babe and myself will soon be sheltered m the 
grave. 1 -live only to give k birthr SbouHl, 
I have been the s^ent 4if ^ood t^ yM> 
nadani^ \9y foHdwmg the si^geetieas «f my> 
leo &udly eapeiieMedflyndj tshaM4i#fradU 

fied 
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fled hyihxvmg xea^vedk senriee talhe>niofit* 
^ibiable of my^seK ; abd did I aot fear yba 
Vfotild: judge; me too ofitdous, and under the 
influence of a jealoiis as weXk as inured; . 
mind, I \i^uld caiitlGB .you to: bewnre^of 
missSisiLviUe's infixnacy wAi miss Clmra Fnostir 
I have reasons for bdibving theyoiing bdy^ 
could not hate cboscn; a more oon^eni^it 
confidant. The letter indosid is^ as you. 
wSB find^ dorected to.cuss^F^ost's care* 

^ * I remsun with respect, 

■ , ; '* Your humble servant^ 

, . .": Mary Wat«on/ *' 

Russel-court, No. 
' Covent-Garden/ ■ - 

: Madame GismgKr qontipued her narra* 
d?e: ^^/Mrs. SaidUc^'^i^^ she, ^^ga^ed for. 
breath, ^opbi^^ ^ith' t^der splicitude^ en- 
tr69t^4 her to«p0$t|)0ne ^1 further Investiw 
gatioQ oC ths buwkess till she yf^ more 
C0Oipo«ed*s.jr^o^ no/ exclfiimed she^ f I^ 
inust know ail! lam^ the rack! Go^tinu^i 

■ . . - worse 
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wo£se than what I expect/ I read as fol* 
lows : 

^ On my life^ your last letter diverted me^ 
althou^ it made me angry. Your wishes 
in iavour of Sbphia are dictated in such a 
^irit of Christian charity and humility, as 
appears to me to have banished all other 
tpirit. But you have £iiled in making a 
convert of me. I hate the sister for whom 
you plead, Osmond. She has t^en my rival 
from my cradle^ and, what is more, my 
mccessful rival ; and t am determined to 
prevent her in those expectations which will, 
if completed, establish her superiority over 
rae for life. She may at her pleasure cajole 
and fawn my uncle into a will that gives hef 
his whole fortuine. Why do I say shemajp f 
1 believe she has donei^;. . But I will trust td 
my influence with my mother for redress oa 
dut point of contention : and, should I fail^ 
I will be consded if she be not lady Listen 
Dismiss from your mind the. fancy that I 
bnce liked this precise coxcomb : I ha^e re« 
peatiedly told you my motives for being civil 

VOL. III. I to 
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to^ihknV-ttd'for submitting to bis insolent 
inteFfarence/WJth my will. My behaviour 
pas beeyi regulated by my designs, and these 
will show you what my preference of sir 
George Lister amounts to. As your tender 
conscience disapproves of my scheme^ and as 
you have fears for my success, I have kinilly 
'deliberated on the means of saving you from 
the consequences of a defeat. . You shall 
send me all your military habiliments ; and, 
in exchange, I will present you with ti scarf 
and band. The latter will support your 
pious exhortations much better than a sword, 
and the former shall not be disgraced by my 
pusillanimity. Who. knows whether my de» 
lectable brother-in-law may not admit you to 
bis table as domestic chaplain ^ where, for 
blessing the sirloin^ you may have a slice of 
it. I am certain his lady at least would favour 
the pretensions of a man so' forbearing, so 
patient of injuries, and so zealous an advocate 
lor her being permitted to wear the name and 
honours of lady Lister without interruption ! 
1 wish not. to deqpiae you, Osmond^ I have 
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in tiiy bosom an advocate that pleads feryeik 
You tell me Sophia*8 marriage wiH pav« th* 
way for your approach to my mother^t houaei 
that the people adverae to you will he re^ 
moved ; and that air George has been heard 
to declare that he means to winter at Flo- 
rence, thinking the climate here unfavourable 
to miss Saville. I tell you ihit these argu« 
ments do not satisfy me. They may or they 
may not be true. My project is necessary to 
tny own gratification^ and I will pursue ic 
Beware of leading me to think that your 
personal safety^ and not the interest of your 
hearty has suggested your opposition to it. 
What ! plead^for a man who has insulted 
you ! who has frustrated every hope I had 
of introducing you to my mother's noticfe 
and favour! who has maliciously, and, as 
I am taught to believe, falsely blasted your 
character with her ! Shall this man quietly 
pursue his plans of happiness, and acquire 
the right of watching over the conduct <i. 
Amelia Saville because she has the superbtive 
honour of being tody Lister's sister ? I di^ 

1 2 claim 
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nyodr pttLdetsce^ Osmond. Do I not 

' doi I aot. hourly witne^s^ this man^s 

i&crea^g ascendency ov^r my wieakmother's 

mind ? In a few mo^tha more he will lead 

Iter at hk pleasure and An^ia will be told 

to bow before bis ^wisdom and |iis, paragon 

'i^ife's prudence. But I will spare them the 

kboiur of controljting mf. I will prevent 

the triumph of their assumed virtues. I will 

convince thera that Amelia Saville[is.no|: 

niade to bend ehher to hb pride or to th^ 

<old- hearted idol of bia worship. I laug^ 

at your feats. Have I not told you a bun«- 

dred times that my mother is in my bands a 

mcare piece of was I Leave ber to my mouU^ 

Ittg. Wben Sophia in tragic woe returns to 

Xisbon with her madame Gf anger, tifi old 

Dragon .mil 8tt€9ad them. AM wi^ remaij^ 

for me to fetr^ or Osmond to wish ? 

' * It would be deltgbtfui coukt you,, as an 

invisftde spectator, enjoy wiih me the £sffce 

vie are pdrfomi^g here I sametinies ibink 

^sending you a proof of my tsdbnts f^ 

<liosQ eicpediettts ao» frequently wanted wben 

£itbers 
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fathers have flinty hearts dnd mothers* ; 

have fits of obduracy. I think that with' 

pasteboard, packthread, and shreds, Icouldt 

make a puppet-show that would, for a tihie 

at least, keep love from starving.. My Ma« 

rionettes should more resemble nature . tbaa 

those of the prosing Richardson, For there 

you should see, without masks, the sir Charles 

Grandison, alias sir George Lister, in his 

tie-wig and point ruffies, making his morn^' 

ing bow to the peerless miss Byron, tha^ . 

reigning Sophia. There you should se^ 

uncle Selby, with the face of a lion and the 

heart of a tiger, scowfing on erery mad^ 

woman, and child^ that does not worship hi« 

three idols. There you should see avioc 

Nell fidgeting and bustling ail day long, t^ 

have all in order for the future brides < 

There you might see, and with nie pity, 

my poor mother, with ai>row of care, seated 

in a parlour exactly. similar to the cedar one 

in Selby-house, consulting Mrs. Pratt our 

housekeeper, and contriving means to evad^ 

the direful necessity of unpaj^ering the blu^ 

* damask 
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damiisk bed, which has not seen the light of 
the Bun since the day . it was deposited in its 
state chamber. And there, lastly, yoU 
might stand a chance of seeing a face^ and 
hearing a voice, which you say ' would create 
a soul under the ribs of death/ But, my 
dear Osmond, I desire you to be more sparing 
of your compliments, and less so of your 
docility. Let me know whether your new 
friend^ the young Yorkshire greenhorn, con- 
tinues to like Clara* Does he understand 
that she can, from h^ own purse, pay for 
a jaunt to Gretna Green ? She has three 
thousand pounds independent of her mother, 
and six more must be hers at the old 
woman's decease. I wish the poor girl could 
get a husband ; she is not ugly, and, when 
dressed for eachibiiion, really looks as youpg 
as myself. Do ndt omit your calls, nor 
forget the old lady s xard*table. The guest 
you have introduced, with your stories of the 
battle at Bunker's-Hill, in which the gallant 
major Frost and your father figure as the 
Bobadils pi the day, will do all we wish 

them; 
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thienr; and next winter may givc.Anielia 
Saville an escort in public, whose protectipn 
will please her mother and content h^? 
daughter, though the title of baronet, and 
the severity of a cyme, are wanting to your 
pretensions. ,. ^ 

'Adiea! Sleep in? peace, and trust to 

''.Your A. S/ 

« 

" When I had finished this curious letter,'*" 
cominued madame Granger, '' I returned Jt 
to Sophia, and our attention was given to- 
the disabused mother. I will omit her agonies., 
Tou will imagine what these were« To her 
question, ^ Why Sophia had for so many day$ 
kept this intelligwice a secret frora> her? * my 
yoiing fiiend answered, * That she- had, in 
consequence of the immediate relief which she 
• sent to the wretched young woman, heard that 
Osmond was in confinement for debt. Sati^ 
fied on this point,* continued Sophia, * my 
next hope arose from the persuasion that my 
sister would not persist in. a project, at once 
so hazardous to herself and so little calculated 

to 
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to injure sir George Lister. He must in« 
deed have hitherto lived to little purpose/ 
added she^ her face glowing with a sense of 
his worth, 'and his friends must indeed 
have little understood the tenor of his life, if 
the silly mischief of a weak girl could hav^ 
blasted his character, or disgraced a name 
honoured by his virnies. The information 
contained in these letters was of no other 
importance to me but as it pointed out the 
danger to which she had heedlessly exposed 
herself. As the wife of sir George Lister, 
it was my purpose to have made him the 
agent of rescuing Amelia without afflicting 
my mother/ * And how is this to be ef* 
fected?' asked the agitated Mrs,. Saville. 'Are 
you to be sacrificed ? is the life of a man like 
sir George' — She paused, and with a look 
of unutterable distress raised her eyes to bear 
ven. ' Tou do well, my deac mother,' said 
Sophia in a tone of tenderness, 'to offer 
your petition to heaven. But be comforted. 
Sir George will not have an adversary to en» 
counter. This man's necessities will lead 



him to affect a semUance at least of boitour^ 
which^ it may be, his vanity and principles 
woiiCd otherwise oppose. To thb will be 
added his convictioQ that sir George knows 
btm to be already a married man ( £ar be 
tras one of those who raised a contribution, 
fer his unhappy wife who bad followed him- 
to Fwna^ where she was abaiidcmed by him to^^ 
want. He me^ntioned thia circumstance to 
Amefia the first nighc she met Osmond. She 
preferred the jnstificatioQ of colonel OsmcHid 
10 the accusation of sir George Lister.' 

" * Leave me!, oh leave me, my child, tO' 
ibis hour of thanks and gratitude to my G odf 
exclaimed Mrs. Saville falling on her knees,. 
*• Oh leave me to my feelings, or I shaHi 
&int r We retired.. My young friend re- 
paired to her dressing-room, and I went tO' 
the breakfast parlour> and sent sir George tO> 
Us agitated, Sophia^ My tale only served: 
like oil to raise the iiidig?iatioa: oS^ poor Mr^ 
Gptdby's resentment to a greater flame, an4;^ 
my vanity^ had it stood m need q£ a. cheeky 
would have had one;, for ^eirremtibh 

1 5r madame 
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madatne Granger only made him more out* 
rageous and stubborn in his declarations of 
never more permitting the offender to be in 
liis presence. Exhausted of all my rhetoric^ 
I was on the point of leaving him to return 
to poor Mrs. SaviUe, when Sophia and sir 
George entered the room arm inarm. The 
good old man, bursting into tears, extended 
his arms to receive them, and pronounced a 
warm benediction on them. ^ It will not 
re&ch heaven^ my dear uncle,* said the syren 
Sophia, * unless you can forgive. Let us 
plead, and remind you that you are not 
made nor principled to cast from you a child 
of your beloved nephew.' His features 
swelled to agony. « Thank God he hzi 
not lived to see this day ! ' said he. ^ But do 
with me what you will, my child. I am happy 
in seding him live again in you.' He strained 
the weeping girl to his bosom. ^ Take her 
away/ continued he with assumed gaiety ; 
and turning to sir George, ^ I am made a 
child of by you both ; but I promise to be a 
good OM, and- to do as I am bid. But by 

my 
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my Maker I swear,' added he, ^that niy 
future favour shall depend on her future 
conduct who has caused me a pang that 
might have been my death ! I am ill, and: 
must go to bed.' " The event proved that 
he did not mistake his feelings. The gout* 
returned, and three* weeks delay of Sophia's 
xharriage was occasioned: by Mr, Goldby's 
severeillness. Sir George during this^nspense 
went to London. He found the noble colonel 
at home in the hax^ds of a bailiff* What were 
the termsof accommodation were only knowa 
by the result of sir George's interference; 
He was however success&il in his negctia* 
dopij.the lieuienantrcolonel exchanged his^ 
oommisaon in the guards for a colonelcy ia 
a marching regiment destined^ for Gibralw 
tar ; and,, to our great* astonishment, he 
married uliss:^Clara Frost the week before he 
embarked; He is since dead of womids oc- 
casioned in a gaming dispute; and his lady 
is married again, having become possessed, 
by the death of her mother^ of allurements fop 
(.subaltern officer. in the same regiment? in 

which.. 
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which her nominal husband commanded : 
for it appeared that theprovidentmother^ Mrs. 
Frost, had not seen company at her own ex* 
pense ; and by her parsimcuiy and manage- 
ment had left a considerable addition to her 
daughter's fortune, to suj^ly the loss of an 
annuity wluch closed with her 6wn life» 

'^During sir George*sabsence miss Amefia 
was for some days confined to her room witii 
more than a pretended headach. Sophia 
passed the greatest part .of the day with 
the invalid; and this unworthy girl, whether 
really touched by the generosity of sir George,' 
and the kindness of her sister, or struck by 
the sense of that ruin firom which they had 
saved her, professed a contrition of heart 
which was at least useful to herself: and ths 
dght of her /ot;i?-epi8tles, redeemed I have no 
doubt by satisfying Osmond's tradesmen, pre* 
pared her to meet her friends in the drawings* 
room. Sir George and lady Lister left Mrs* 
Saville's in about ten days after their nup* 
^als, and Mn Goldby with them. I was 
iiaiduced to give to Mrs^ SaviUe this season of 

happiness^ 
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happiness ; ia truth it was necessary ; but I 
then little foresaw the extent of those sacri- 
fkes o£ my own enjoyments which this con^ 
sideraiicHi on my parf would require. The 
young couple^ with thor ha^py uncle^ re- 
turned to us from sir George's seat in Kent 
early in the autumn; and poor madame 
Granger was attacked on all sides with so 
many entreaties ' to give herself up to miss 
Amelia Savtlle*s improvement and advan- 
tage/ that I yielded; and saw my Sc^hia 
dpipart with comfort for the contment in the 
following month of October. 

*^We did not quit our retirement till some 
wieeks after ; and again I experienced the 
truths that to live for others as well as our-> 
selves has its recompense. Poor Mrs« Saville 
was supported by my presence,, and truly 
grateful for my services. The reception 
^en her by her general acquaintance on 
her settling again in Cliffbrd*street for the 
winter exhilarated her ^nrit^ and pointed 
out the propriety of those measures which she 
frudently adapted. Miss Frost's stolen wed^ 

ding. 
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ding,and the all-conquering colonel Osmondy 
had been a topic for the day, and had been 
succeeded by others as important ; and Ame« 
. Ka Saville's share in her friend's intrigue was 
by the candid ascribed to her youth and ill- 
experience, and by others to the too common 
mistakes of a romantic girl. I could have 
wished to see in Amelia the fruit which^ 
ought to have sprung from lenity, and the* 
unceasing tenderness of her mother, who 
dreaded the effects that this miserable affair 
was calculated to produce on her daughterV 
health and spirits; She had some grounds 
for her apprehensions;- for it is certain that 
Amelia's mind was not without its conflicts^ 
She met the world, however, with her new. 
pretensions to its favour with more haughti'^ 
ness, though less gaiety; and gradually show>« 
ed that vanity had yielded up thereinsto pride.. 
A cold supercilious air repressed the ap- 
proaches of the former Tierd of admiring, 
beaux ; and her avpwed disdain of every manr 
who had not a title prevented any suitor fot^ 
her hand during the winter that succeeded 

Sophia's. 
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•Sophia*s marriage ; and in the full blaze of 
beauty and imaginary consequence did I 
leave her, \(rhen Mrs. Saville quitted Londoa 
for the summer. I \yas in truth, my dear 
Mrs. Paimerstone, weary of my J>ost ; and 
i¥ith joy accepted of Mrs. Chandler's invitai^ 

tion to meet her at admiral G 's, where 

I socm recovered from the fatigue of follow* 
ing an insolent beauty through a fashionable 
circle." 

I have, my Eliza, been led hf my subject 
to omit the circumstance of your absence 
from home this autumn, and to which it is 
owing that you are still a stranger to madame 
.Granger; but you know that whilst you were 
with Mrs. Beaumont, Mrs. Chandler and her 
friend passed a fortnight with me. The com- 
fort which our friend experiences in the con- 
duct of her girls led to the foregoing narra-* 
tive : and Mrs. Chandler's warm gratitude ta 
your mother, and commendations of Eliza 
!^almerstone, opened the heart of madame 
Granger to esteem and confidence. 

I have. 
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I have, however, still a few remaiBing par* 
ticulars to add. These relate principal^ to 
sir George Lister^s cond act » He told madame 
Granger that for some few days his heart 
was hklj divided between the= two beamifi^ 
sisters^ but he soon ceased to say ^How 
happy could I be with ekher T for Amelias 
her haste to see the * other dear charsier 
away * communicated to him a secret* * Her 
sister's delicate health, and the iUness which 
bad occasioned her detention in Lisbon, had 
ariten from a disappointment of the tender 
kind> and she had every reason to £ear that 
her heart would never recover the wound o£ 
slighted love/ Sir George's curiosity waa. 
roused by th^ tale, and he learned the name 
of the ungrateful favourite. Unfortunately^. 
m a few days after, this very gentleman, oa 
the wings, not indeed of love^ but of eager 
good will, made his way to CliBford-street 
from his father's bouse in the country.. Sir- 
George was kk the drawing-room when be 
was announced as a visitor to oiadame 
Granger^ and Sophia ^ and to bis sorprise, the 

fbrlom. 
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forlorn lovesick maiden expressed a sister's 
frankness and cordiality of manner that could' 
not be mistaken. A sprightly conversation, 
followed, and, amongst other little sallies, the 
young gentleman reminded Sophia of her 
promise, sent to the mistress of his heart with 
a present of a tropical bird, namely, to be in 
England and officiate as her brideVmaid, in 
case she would, by her care and kindness, pre^ 
^ent the heedless Fanshaw from shooting, and 
finding his cough again in the fens. Sophia 
acknowledged the true statement of this ap« 
peal, and,c(»igratulating him on bis improved 
good looks, archly asked him whether he 
would persuade the young lady to wait fot 
her bride's-maid till after Christmas. ^* No^ 
no,'' answered he laughing; ^^but she will 
with joy receive you when in town; and then 
you will see me Benedict the happy man*^^ 
He then pleaded the hurry of the moment^ 
and with gaiety took his leave. Sir George 
made those inferences which this incident sug- 
gested, and with observant eyes witnessed the 
various workings of cunning and envy which 

poor 



poor Amelia^ it may be uncbrisciodsly, be- 
trayed ; whilst the frankness and unstudied 
graces of Sophia hourly attracted htm, and 
finally decided his choice. Convinced by 
the conduct which he saw Amelia pursue itv 
society J that general admiration was her ob-> 
jiect» and, to use sir George's own words, that 
she bade fair to class with those women, who, 
like the imaginary salamander, could live 
amidst flames without singeing a* feather, he 
quietly left -miss Amelia to her own amuse- 
ments, and never thought of obtruding his 
advice on a young lady who guided her mo* 
ther: till on the memorable ball night he saw 
that she was on the point of accepting for ^e 
dance the ]!edoubtab}ecolonetOsmond,wbo^ 
bistory had been no secret in. Paris, and ior 
vhich stood, amongst other flagrant breaches 
of decorum and honour, his desertjion of a 
young and pretty wife. Her refusal to puiw 
chase a relief from misery by the sacrifice of 
ber virtue, had awakened more honourable 
sentiments in the breast of a man who bad 
endeavoured to seduce her^ and excited his 

generosity*. 
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generosity. She produced legal proofs of 
being Osmond's wife; and implored so touch- 
ingly the aid of this gentleman to protect 
her from similar stratagems of her husband j 
that he, joiatly with Mn Lister and sir George, 
left her a boarder in a respectable convent ; 
and placed in a banker's hand a sufBciqnt 
sum to answer the demands of her pension 
and other exigencies. You already know 
the result of sir George's interference at the 
ball, my dear girl; I shall therefore proceed. 
During the period passed at Mrs. Saville!8 
country-house, and which was preparatory 
to the union of the lovers, sir George received 
one or two very extraordinary notes frora 
miss Amelia. He became uneasy, and guaird*- 
ed in his most indifferent actions^ carefuUy 
shunning a girl whom he now thought nxx. 
only indiscreet but dangerous* His pre- 
tence of the sprained knee was amongst 
these necessary cautions ; for Mrs. Saville had 
been induced to 'wish that sir George would 
not let Amelia walk alone so early in, the 
day.' Continually on the watch, he was 

notwithstanding 
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notiTirithstandmg outix^itted by the alert miss 
Amelia, . and an interview xi^as thus obtained 
^hich led to a conversation that at once 
broke through sir George's patience and pru- 
dence. His language partook of his feelings^ 
and he told her in the most unqualified 
terms that he despised her : her passions rose 
to fury, and he calmly moved on to the 
house, leaving her to follow him. She did 
80 with pantiiig speed,and with tears implored 
his pity and compassion, acknowledging she 
had been highly culpable. This concession 
had its effect ; sir George promised to bury 
the whole of what had passed in obUvio% 
and with k serious and manly freedom he 
pointed out to the penitent the reflections of 
his own well-principled mind. She heard 
him in sileilce, continuing to weep. Whea 
near the hall, he cautioned her to shun being 
seen, and to retire to her room, engaging* to 
answ^er for her absence at the breakfast t^le. 
She acceded to this advice, and, in sir George*^^ 
words, ^Meft him to complete her o\lir& 
$hameir and to stand indebted for her preser« 

vatioa 
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vmdoa ta those whom she wished to mn. If/' 
added he, ^^ there is a humiliacioa beyond 
this for httraan nature to feel, I kiiow not by 
what term to call it; but, did I dare, I would 
call it a putushment meet for a ini»d thai 
harbours malice, envy, and revenge.** , 

I shall be disappointed if tbi$ simple story 
do not som^hiog lessen your faith' in j&Ay- 
siognomy. iTou will, the next time chance 
throws you in the way of Amelia Saviile, see 
that an angel *s face may conceal the heart of 
a dasmon. But here we will finish our judge* 
ment relative to this unhappy young creature. 
A more salutary lesson is within our reach. 
Do we never impose on those around us } Do 
we never wear a semblance of virtue which 
is remote from our minds? Alas! my child, 
the wisest and the best of us would shrink 
from the examination of a Lavater, were his 
rules unerring; and yet, who of the sons of 
man can shun the inspection of a Being of 
infinite wisdom, purity, and justice? or who 
does not forget too often that God is in all 
our paths? 

May 
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May his grace and favour go mth you 
through this world, and his mercy give you 
acceptance at a tribunal where surrounding 
myriads will know you for his servant, or 
for the rebellious child of darkness and 
despair! 

I remain 



Tour faithful 
Ang£UCa Palmerstokb. 
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Lbttik XIV. 
THE FASHIONABLE YOUNG LADY, 

OR THB 

UNFASHIONABLE SCRUPLE. 



l^Y DEAR ELIZA^ 

It is with pleasure that I sit down to con- 
gratulate you on the recent proof you • have 
given of your discretion. It appears that you 
have not now to learn that curiosity is one 
of those means intended by our Gracious 
Maker to conduct us to knowledge ; but that, 
Kke all his gifts, it may not only be abused, 
but converted to purposes both dishonourable 
and vicious. Your application to your grand* 
father for a solution of your doubts, in re* 
gard to the curiosity that my conduct awak* 
ened, does you honour} because a censure oil 
that conduct was implicated in it} and your 

reluctance 



reluctance to gratify your wish of knowing 
my motives is strongly marked, with a deli- 
cacy which you cannot too carefully cherish 
for a parent. His advice contains, as it ever 
will, not only an useful lesson for the pr^nt 
occasion, but a rule for the future conduct 
of your life. " If,'* answered he> *^your mo- 
ther do hot mention miss Latimar,— if she do 
not enter into any explanations relative to 
her behaviour to that young lady, and which 
80 much surprised you,^— be persuacfed that 
^e has good and solid reasons for her silence. 
Repress your curiosity until she writes to yoo. 
If your next packet contain nothing < relative 
to the subject of it, dismiss it with a full as* 
surance that your mother cannot, without 
pain to herself, recall those motives which 
kd her to treat a visitor with coldness and 
reserve.*' 

Tou followed this counsel, and I, in re* 
iurn, prepare with cheerfulness to satisfy ,ybur 
.doubts respecting the propriety of the ro» 
ception I gave, in my own hduse, la a persoft 
whose appeacance a^ man&era seemed veU 

calculated 
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calculated to call fertli atteiitidn mA polite- 
ness, or at least to claim that tjtbanity with 
which I receive the meanest of my guests. * 

Abont ^xteen or eighteen years diice I 
met miss Latimar at Btixton. ^The lady and 
gentleman she was^trith were old friends of 
ray ntother's, from whom time and circnm- 
stances had removed her. The pleasure of 
meeting again, though accidental, was recr- 
procal and sincere, and we instantly settled 
into one party. The parents of miss Latimar 
were near neigbours and intimate friends of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ainsworth. Her mother had 
for many years been confined to her apart- 
ment by habitod malady ; but, as hef conK 
plaint bad ceased to alarm,^ she proposed to 
her friends to permit her daughter, who had 
jast quitted a London school, to make this 
excuraon with them. Miss Latimar was 
then a most beautiful grri of seventeen ; she 
danced admirably, was extremely gay and 
volatile, and much more at her ease in societt 
than young people new to the world com- 
monly are. The; reputadon, justly fbunded, 
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pf ^er large inheritance asmLcnlytQhMj the 
.ancient nobility nt her family,; aad therespeo 
toWiity of her parents, . were not overlooked 
4)y the Buxton beaux. She received their 
'homage with satisfaction, and as a tribute 
which they had no right to withhold. 
. As chance had placed us in ^h other's 
company without any previous acquaint- 
ance, I felt that I had as little right as ia- 
clination to obtrude my opinions on miss 
Xatimar; and> to say the truth, I did not ima- 
gine she would esteem me either wise enough 
or old enough for her monitress. I forbore 
thei:efore to repress, as I was sometimes dis- 
posed to do, a vivacity which amused the 
young gfntleraen more than it did me, and 
contented myself with guarding her as much 
as , I could from their familiarities. Her 
friends had apparently devolved this trust on 
me : whether they were tired of the fatigue 
pf following a belle of seventeen^ pr that they 
preferred ' a card-table to perpetual motion^ 
I will not determine : but certain it is that 
Mrs. Ainsworth was constantly repeating^ 

" Miss 
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^^Mitt Wbodley will waBc wkh.you, miss La« 
dmar ; mm Woodley will take care of ycHi/* 
This was a care of which I was hot ambi* 
rious, as it interfered very much with my* 
modeof passing mymomings, and I was often 
much perplexed for exponents to keep my 
volatile charge quiet for an hour or two. We 
had read the last new novel; we had exhaust* 
ed fashions ; we had criticized over and over 
again the *^ strange faces '* and ^^odd4ook^, 
ing'^ people whom we did not know; and^ 
to. get rid of her importunity to walk but in> 
a burning sun, and wdihout a single object in 
view, I was on the point of asking her to 
read to me a.few pages of madame Genlis's' 
VeiUees du Chateau, which I knew she had 
with hen 

lapr^ce a request which I perfectly 
knew, would oppose her restless humouv, I 
obs^red bow well she spoke French, aud 
that I supposed she had particularly applied 
herself to the attainment of it. ^^ I have been 
tQld>** added I, ^* that this language is spoken 
at Mrs. €^*'s with great phrity ; and if all the 
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ladles in the house are such proficienls as 
yourself, I do not wonder that it is so emi* 
nemly distingdshed fi>r this branch of fenialc 
edncatibn/'' 

I had stated a subject which rendered 
madasne Genhs's iztterposttion useless. She 
expatiated largely on the school she had left, 
aoui concluded with a lamentable picture of 
the restraint which she had shared whh others 
under the care of the lynx*eyed ladies who 
directed it. ^^ I have latlways understood/' 
repKed I, ^^that these ladies are extremely 
solicitous for the improvement of their pu- 
pils," "Yes/* interrupted miss Latimar, 
V they seem toi think it their bouaden duty to 
&g them from morning to night/' ^ But/* 
resumed I, " they are generally allowed lo 
be as attentive to the health and comfort of 
their scholars as to their progress in learo^ 
iig/* " Why yes," returned ske^ ♦* they 
are good sort of wonien, there is ilodiing to 
€QmphuB of m. reelect ^ accommodatieiis^ 
and when oiie is unwel) tbey are cartful lies 
jond ali bearing : but after all, my dear An* 

gelica^ 



197 

gelica, it is not a fashionable schooK I wish 
my father had sent me to Q — S— , or C — • 
street ; those are the schools for girls cotnme 
il faut i Not to speak of the connexions one 
forms there, 1 am told they have masters 
for the card-table. And only think of -the 
society within these houses! Why, I am told 
that not a girl is suflFered to appear to any 
one who inquires for them from a hackney- 
coach ! no, not. if it were the nearest rela* 
tion." " You are singularly happy ,'* replied 
I, laughing very heartily, " in- the fMroofs 
which you have adduced of the superiority 
of these schools ; but unfortunately, the evi- 
dence wants somewhat of conviction with 
me ; for 1 know several girls sent from thes$ 
schools with very distinguished accomplish- 
ments ; but who had either never seen the 
teacher of the sublime art of card-playing, 
or had profited so little from his lessons that 
they were unequal to any thing beyond the 
nui^ery game of commerce. I also perfectly 
recollect a circumstance which entirely sets 
aside your hackney-coach Impediments ^ far 

it 
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it happened by an accident, which ocrtrrred 
not long since^ that my mother and 'myself 
actually alighted from a most miserable one 
at the door of Q — S— . We were most 
courteously received, and passed an hour very 
agreeably i^hikt waiting for the friend whom 
we expected to tneet, and who had her 
daughter in the house." " It might be so,*' 
replied she with a nod, **but you were 
known : otherwise ''— " But," continued I, 
*' I met last winter two young ladies of your 
. school at lady M-^*s, who bore very honour- 
able-testimony in favour of the ' Mrs. O—s. 
They were remarked by a numerous ckde 
as very elegant girls. Every one was charmed 
with their modesty and unaffected manners. 
I supposed them sisters, but dis<5over^d that 
they were only first-cousins. Perhaps you 
.will recollect in the two miss Parnells une- 
.quivocal proofs that fashion and graceful ease 
:may be acquired in G— S— ." " Oh, yes," 
cried she carelessly, ^^ I know them, but I 
am amazed to hear you talk of their unaf" 
fected manners. We used to call miss Far* 

nell 



nell the banker's dauglft&r, * Piety in "paii" 
tens.' The €>cher, whose father I belicte' 
signs himselC esquire ' from some village in 
Northamptonshire, will be tine pr^cieuse tout 
aussi ridicule.'* 

•* Tou have,** observed I, " made a di- 
^inction which by no means identifies theTr* 
persons } but," adUed I with sertbissne^^ 
^ whichever of the two it is ^o is remark^' 
able for her piety {{or in- beauty they are 
equal) she will find that sHe possesses a trea-> 
sure not only of inestimable vahie to 'her se^* 
curity and happiness^ but one which wiV 
place hd* in a stsitioa^ to «trhich ivorldly < ad-' 
vantages cannot dsare to aspire.*^ ^'Ahf 
moo Dieb ! ^' ' f ^claimed the giddy mis9 L:l- 
ttmar, /^hdw like thift is to one of inyvgo-^ 
' Vemessfs grave lecture ! I could swear 1 w'asC 
xiow €tanding in her . odtOAfe parlour doing" 
penance, andxKstening to a sermon' on the sin-^ 
fulness of laughing ! But to be serious^ : rhy ' 
dear miss Woodley,** continued she, '• be! 
persuaded that you khow nothing of thfcse^ 
miss Parnells. The one with light half 'i!l^ 
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VikVfthlf c^igniilg girl, affectiiig all fiio^e 
q^iaj^kifip ^whick she thinks will attract the 
efteoo^ gnd good will of those ^hom it may 
t}f her i^erest or ccmyeniepce to gaiiu Ma^ 
rianne her cousin, by apdng her; i^ ridicu* 
Iqwly conceited,; $b^ is l)ecom6 from a co«n» 
try hoyden a s^atimeatal i^xi^ J assure you* 
I speak froii) r» piqMe^ afchough J wacmoc a 
fafffttikf with nws Pani€U{ I s^w through 
hfi|( 4i«gvi9e«B 9]|d heipioualy offended her by 
calling Manaiio^t ^ Roie with her chtckena.' ** 
^f y^ ap|i«ar/' said I, ^^ not to have wmted 
Wftin G^ S-^/* •*! do not ttewer fm 
tb«(/* Tawfoed eht, ^^but 1 knoir tbut we 
W90ted amusement ; for what on e*nh can 
equid th^ :Uf0 of a girl of q^ia eiicb a 
hma^l, h m'yennuyais alamort Had 
you seen the nwkward moppets which poured 
ifirUpoQ uiiuft^ every vacation, you would 
1 4tn sure, with all your gravity, have joined 
Qur> p^rty ,and laughed at thdr roey-fKed 8tu« 
pidity.** " Probably you would have been 
mistaken,'' answered I, ^^for I think that 
t|^ coMiderations would have withtield me^ 

the 
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die first, causel^y oflfendtftg these ne^'shd 
timid cocQpasiioiis ; and th^ second^ the fear 
of disgrace with the governess j for I pre- 
^ttEie that ttm amuseEnent was not authorised 
by her permisstoxi/' "Non! en v(5rit6,*^ 
cned my latoghing guest, ^' pains and pe- 
nalties in abundance hi2ng4>?er the heads^of 
such Cxflfenders; for the good women in G-^ 
S-^ are no req>ecters of petBons/^- I idoked 
at my watch, and said ^it was timetodress.'^ 
She took the hint and withdrew^ leavmg m^^ 
to my reflections ; and I assure you, my Eiiza, 
thi^ the first which occurred was the good *^ 
fottuneof the ladiea in G^^— S— - in being ' 
released iroixk a pupil so littb cakukled fcnr 
Am mode of instrucfion and discipline. ' 

Thfe foliowing day was propitious to m«. 
Mr. P^kni^rstone and your fatthet joined u^^ 
as had been agreed upon. The pleasure of our 
first meeting was scarely subsided when misa 
Ls^mar^ who had just entered the room^ ex* 
clainied ki her uspal way, ^^ Ah ! mon Dieu I 
"mBi lesdosioiteUes JamesoQsl'" A coach and 
,fouf passed our window and itew up icx tib^ 
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door of the hotel* The t>wo young ladies, 
with the father, mother^ and a maidrservant, 
eatered, apd miss Latimar instantly ^okied 
them with eager gratulations and welcome. 
At dinner she introduced her frienda to us* 
. Folly and Vanity have so little variation, 
thatlshall very accurately describe theseyoung 
people by ss^ying that they resembled their 
dear mi^s Latimar; but, although very pretty 
girls^ they were npt quite so handsome as 
(heir friend. She had, till their arrival, en- 
joyed, without a competitor the admiration 
p{ the youii^ men; and I did not in the first 
instance thmk her in danger of losing Ms 
pre-eminence in beauty : but it somehow 
transpired thai the miss Jamesons bad isunge 
and independent fortunes, and these joined 
to theic father's wealth rendered them pow- 
^dai mdky, and produced very soon a de- 
sertion which miss Ladmar could not help 
perceiving. For a few days however I was^ 
permitted to. enjoy my friends- unmolested^ 
Jf was the last month in which I was destined' 
tp bear tbevA»ne of Ufoodkyr my mairiage 

having 



having been settle for the ensumg one. Mr;» 
and Mrs. Ainsworth were admitted into our* 
secret, ' s(nd they very honowaWy presehred* 

it, 

f cannot, my Eliza, refuse* myself the 
pleasure of contemplating what your gfand^ 
^her was in those haltjyon days; He wasr 
suspected'fbr the real lover; and, with a heart 
less devotedly fixed than mine was, he was* 
well qualified to have made a formidable- 
lival r for with all- the graces of a person^ 
which in youth had distinguished in* the most 
eminent point of view ^ the handsome Mu 
Palmerstonei" he enjoyed a flow of spirits 
which animated every one around him j* 
whilst the urbanity of his manners and his^ 
superior understanding drew* to him all that 
was pleasant and respectable in society. 

To my great mortification I became once- 
more miss Latimar^s chief confidante and' 
fevourite. She entered my apartment af^er 
a morning's ramble with an escort of beaux, 
akkl her **dear miss Jamesons."' Ihadlob^ 
served\that some grievances were -hour!/ 

gro\wng; 
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growtxig up to di8tu4) tl^e hanfio^y \vhicb 
ia thiQ first iostwce had sg Insepai^tbly united 
them. ^* Tou look fotigued," ipud I to h^» 
on her throwing herself impatiently into the 
firft c)^Hr ahe readied* ^ Tou hurry yovni^lf 
Q9t of all enjoyment by. .these peipetual 
walks*'' ^^ I will be mor^ wise fpr the hxcax^^ 
answered she; ^^ at least I will consult better 
my own plea^sure; for these girls are ennuy:* 
eqses to a ()egree beyond toleration ! '' I 
sffiiUd^ '^ No matter/' added she, '' i know 
wh^t that 3mile says^ and I would pardon 
their beix^ silly } but, my dear Angelica^ 
' t)icy are spiteful, censorious creatures! and 
the greatest flirts in nature. They really pro« 
vpke me by their folly. Would you believe 
it, they wear rouge, and yet hare the mean- 
ness to insinuate that both you and myself 
have too much colour to be natural." I 
spiiled again. '^ We have at least,'' said !» 
** tmth on our 4<ie, and our compUwona 
-^ opt be the wcme &>r an examinatioii« 
T^hj do you listen to diis soart of noqsensel 

J^ sttspffct thai YM?(I)9^vi^ ^ y^^ fi^ ^(^xM 
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behtt not mtieh disposed to fivoar the claimr 
tlitt the diiss Jamesons have on your time. 
and kindness." ^ Well/' replied she, *« be 
their claims what they ma;^, I shall ckop 
them.'* •** You will not do well// answered 
L '^ Nay/' qrid she, interrupting me, ^^ they 
do not desenre your good nature, I am cer-> 
tain ; therefore say no more. Tou have mor- 
tally offended them by animadvertihg on our 
quitting the dance before it was finished: 
they have not forgotten it, I promise you ! ** 
^^ So it appears," said I, ^* that the animad- 
versions have been remembered^ and the re- 
formaticm forgotten; for I have perceived, 
since that evening in which I took the friend- 
ly license of speakting to you oq the impro- 
priety df withdrawing from the dance, that 
you 2aidi/&iir friends have most industriously 
done so/' ** Why," said miss Latimar, " this 
I must confess; but in return, own that you 
are, as the Jamesods call you, a jmide of the 
first order; One would really suppose you 
a candidate eliciting vote$ and interest: y6ur 
extrabxdSoary dviUty to the shopkeepei^^ 

wives 
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^ves azid parscms* daughters must) f thmk^ 
gain you uniTersal suffrage ; depend however 
iqsoh my vote, for I love you with all your 
punctilios/^ ** I will ^nd^vour' at least," 
answered I, '^ to deserve your tove, a!nd in re- 
turn will tell you, and^ if you please,** the 'miss^ 
Jamesons, or any other misses, what it se^ms 
at present has escaped your observation. 
Amongst these shopkeepers' wives and par^ 
sons* daughters I have remarked a wonder- 
ful sagacity in seizing proper subjects for ri^ 
dicule afid amusement for theriiselves* Some* 
how or other these people are very frequently 
rational and acute ; and, what is yet mose 
astonishing, they have cultivation and' good 
breeding ; I prefer their approbation to their 
censure ; and, to say the truth, I think I ant 
more politic than you or your friends.; for I 
have long since discovered that no one insults^ 
their good sense or spoHs their^good humour 
Wth imptmity.'' ^ As you please> sa let it 
remain,*' answered' miss Latimar with a pert 
air, ^^ we amuse oursefares. But youdo well, 
taassume in time^thftms^roTi/'; Iblushed^ 
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•* Yes, yes," continued she, ** I see how it . 
is ! your son will not want leading-strings ; 
which is a pity, for you would guide them 
admirably.** She laughed^ nor could I refrain. 
•' However, Angelica, although you think me 
such a madcap," continued she, ^' I always 
defend' you : you certainly have chosen th'e 
best ; car pour le jeune homme c'est un ani* 
mal d*un sangfroid inconcevable ! your old 
lover is gay and cheerful at least ; although, 
between ourselves, quelquefois un peu mal _ 
^ propos. But you will improve him ; and 
I recommend to your attention teaching him 
to be somewhat more explicit in his compli- 
ments ; for I never know whether I ought to 
look serious for a reproof, or curtesy for a 
civil speech. You will not only improve 
your cher ;mari, but your son^ I trust, who 
would do very well were he a litde mote 
sociable et enjou6." 

' This was miss Latimar at seventeen years 
of age. * Ibeg you will attentively examine 
die features of her character } we shall see 
* *' whether 
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whether the development of them is sudi as 
we might have expected. 

Three or fisur years after my Buxton eXf^ 
cursbn I again saw miss Latimar: she had lost 
her mother ^ and ber father at this time en* 
gaged a bouse in town for< his winter resi* 
dence. Mrs. Ainsworth in the most friendly 
terms recommended her old acquaintance 
to my good offices^ and solicited my atteo* 
tion to his beautiful daughter with an anxi* 
ety which did honour to her own heart and 
principles, and interested mine to meet her 
benevolent designs. I never in my life £elt 
a reluctance to be useful to youth and inexpe- 
rience, or balanced the trouble, and, I might 
say, the little sacrifices of self'-enjoyment ao-t 
nexed to the duty : and as often as I could), 
consistently with the rules 1 had prescribed 
for my own conduct, I made a, point of at* 
tending and introducing^ miss Latimar to 
those public amusements, and to that circle of 
acquaintance I judged proper for hen I wa^ 
not displeased that this car^ devolved entirely 

upoa 
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upon me; because it appeared more effectu^^ 
ally to answer all the purposes with which I 
connected usefulness and advantage to my 
charge. The bdy who . directed Mr. Laxu 
mar*^ domestic affairs was by na means qua* 
iilied for the companion of bis daughter: shi) 
wa^ a distant relation, advanced in years, and 
lame j but In whose quiet temper and houses 
hold wisdom the good Mr. Latimar found 
his comforts. He disliked a town life, and 
bad with reluctance yielded to the wishes of 
his daughter ; but relieved by me from tha 
Irqul^ of attending her* in her amusemems,^ 
be became not only contented but grat^uL 
Tbe beauty of miss Latimar was not over* 
kioked in London, and the particular atten- 
tions of a very amiable and respectable gen« 
tleman soon followed her arrival in town. Mjc» 
Latimar was flattered by his overtiures, and 

■ 

pecfectly satisfied that his pretensions on the 
side of chamcter were most honourably supw 
ported. As he was very intimate in our fa« 
mily, he declared his intentionst in the hope 
of discovering through my means the chance 

of 
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of bis tBtrcceeding with the lady. 1 had ob* 
served nothing to discourage him» and your 
father engaged for success. But miss Latimar 
unfortunately had fixed her heart on a tii/e^ 
and our friend was tenaciously attached to 
the name of a commoner, and one of the most 
fetpectable in the kingdom. He was re- 
jected ; and consoled himself by marrying 
some time after a lady, who, under the title of 
his wife, enjoys a happiness at once the envy 
and admiration of her more ambitious ac- 
iq^uaintance. 

( The following year brought this family 
again to Fall Mail. I discovered very soon, 
that my gay jirot^g^e seldom claimed my for- 
mer cares; her acquaintance in town became 
Tery fashionable and very extensive, and her 
engagements perpetual. I did not forget the 
good father, and often listened to his regrets 
for his park and his hounds; If by chance 
his daughter was at home, I also listened to 
her pathetic lamentations at seeing so little of 
ine, and to vtrhich I somedmes drily replied, 
that it was scarcely possible it could be other- 
wise. 
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wise, whilst we trod circles so remote from 
each other. In reply to this, I was told of 
lady Betty's or. lady Jane's unreasonable de- 
mands on her time ; and these conversations 
commonly finished by the honest Yorkfchire- 
man wishing them coarsely with one whose 
name became as little the mouth of a gentle- 
man ^ it would become my pen. 

One morning I was rather surprised on re-* 
cemng a visit from miss Latimar at an hour 
when I should have supposed her lady Bettys^ 
her lady Janes, and herself, in their first^ 
jleep. With a familiarity which she could 
Assume whenever it suited her, but which, 
with others less happy^ would long since have 
changed to a more reserved manner of -ap* 
jproach, she asked me to chaperon her to the 
French ambassador's l^all. 1 hesitated ; and 
at length smHing, and adverting to my ap- 
^pearance, frankly told her, I hardly thought 
■myself qualified for the honour. ^* I declined 
.ihe invitation altogether in the first instance/' 
added I, ^^ but the ambassador has convinced 
:Mn Palmerstone that I have nothing to fear ; 

it 
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ir 18 a very select party, and I have promised 
to show myself to my friends for an hour or 
two. I will however with pleasure attend yod 
thefe, and doubt not but I shall find some 
one to whose care I can safely confide you 
when I shaU be inclined to retire/' ^' Oh ! 
that willbe all I wish/' cried she gaily, ^^ I 
shall meet many of my friends there/* ^* That 
is not 80 certain," answered I; ^ the company 
will not be numerous.. Monsieurle marquis 
read us the lia of his expected guests last 
night ; I wonder I did sot attend to ' your 
name.'' ** Mon Dieul '' exclaimed she with an 
affected laugh, ^^ the wonder would haie beea 
if you had. heard it ; for I have sot the h\i- 
city of being knows to "die marquis ; and 
must trust to you for my intxoductios, and a 
card of invitation ; which your influence will 
find it very easy to get me." I know not, my 
de^r Eliz^, how it was, but I never felt more 
"piiwerfully'a disposition to disappoint imper- 
tinence J. and she was indd^ted for her success 
to my recollecting, that I should at least oblige 
the Ainsworths by complying with a request 

which 
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was neither attended with trouble nor 
hazard to niyself, . and which might be the 
means of showing her what was a truly po* 
lite circle. We .parted therefore with jia 
other cares than those which now engaged, 
her attention; and she quitted me to consult 
her oracles on the important subject of her 



. This^ by the way, was in the highest style 
of fashion and expense; and had I possessed 
the vanity of being the chaperon to the most 
adnxired belle in the room, it would have 
been gratified. We had scarcely placed ouc* 
selves before I saw lady M— « enter, accom* 
panied by miss PamelL I immediately di-* 
rected my young companion's eyes to the bot- 
tom of the sailoon, where the ladies bad fousd 
seats, and observed,, that I was surprised to 
see them; mon^ur le marquis having told 
me they w<mld not be in town. I endea* 
voured to catch their eyes, but in vain: still 
however keeping mine on them,' I thought 
that miss Ptendi looked thinner and pal» 
than usual, and I added this i emark to my 

approbation 
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approbation of her dress and elegant person./ 
•*Why, how would you hav^ tier look?", 
replied my giddy companion. '^ It would 
Iiave been quite outrd had she worn rouge - 
to-night. Do you not consider that, as a for- ' 
saken damsel, she ought to look pale apd 
languishing ? This is her first exhibition ; 
and to say the tfutb, she wants only ^ garland 
of weeping willow, to complete the picture of 
a love-sick maiden." She laughed at this ^ 
sally of wit, " What is it you mean to say ?'* 
asked I with alarm ; and recollecting that I: 
had heard of Caroline's being on the point ot 
chan^ng her name, ^^ I do not comprehend ' 
one syllable of what you are talking of." 
*• Mon Dieu! " cried she ^ith an air of incr©^ . 
duUty, " est-il possible that you have never i 
heard miss Pameil's adventure? It is now, like 
the last novel one reads, thrown by and for- 
gotten i but it is a pathetic tale, and a very 
common one. with your sentimaital young/ 
ladies.'' *' Por heaven's sake," said I, ^ let me . 
hear it! *' ** Why then, you must know,*' said 
she eagerly, ^^ that a gentlemaaof the name of 

Brecon, 
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Brecon, who enjoys a very considerable estate 
near Mr. Pamell's country house, returned 
$ome time sinc« from the continent* He was 
received by his country neighbours as by all 
the world, for without doubt Brf ccm is the 
baadscmesjt and most accomplished young 
fdlow in the world : miss Pamell was of my 
opinipn, and papa and mamma had as favour- 
able a one in respect to his fortune and con^ 
liiexions. He was welcomed at the Prioi*y 
accordingly ; and his visits there were fre« 
quent. Some common-place gallantry and 
assiduities, merely ^ pour passer le teois,' 
followed ; till at length Mr. Parnell thought 
it time to facilitate the lovers* wishes^ and to 
talk to Brecon of settlements and the wed-* 
ding-day. Poor Brecon, terrified by the dan* 
ger, instead of laughing it off, very awk* 
wardly explained himself, and left the goo4 
^Ir. Pamell convinced that he was not , tired 
of freedqm. You may suppose that his re^ 
trieat was resented. Poor lady M — , utterly 
confounded by seeing her hopes defeated) 
sent to the jeweller's, for her antediluvian 

necklace 
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neckhce and eat'^rings, which, it is said were 
actually new setting for the bride elect ; and 
I verily beKeve/' added she, earnestly look-* 
ing at Caroline, /^ that she was too late for 
the rescue of her dear diamonds ; and that 
miss Pamell had got poteession of them ; for 
she is very brilliant to»night.'' I listened to 
this tale with ill-concealed indignation, -and 
waa going to condemn the speaker, when 
my husband led to her a gentleman as a 
partner for the dance ; and with his assistance 
I reached my friends. 

I should have told you^that from the time 
miss Pamell had quirted her school she had 
resided as much with lady M-*-* as with her 
parents ; and that, from my intimacy witlt 
this amiable woman after my marriage, I had 
frequent occasions of seeing and knowing 
miss P^unell, who was justly entided to the 
affection of lady M--^, and regarded by all 
her friends as her adopted child. Our first 
.greetings of pleasure and kindness were suc- 
ceeded by the confirmation of. my fears for 
Caroline's health. She was evidently more 

delicate 
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delicate and fallen away than! wished to see 
her ; and on my inquiries' sbe told me tl^t 
she had been ill, but that she was so much 
recoter^ed as to murmur at , the prohibition 
which prevented her dancinig* Her spirits 
were appar^itly such as I had always seen- 
diemj aad I forgot my late apprehensions in.^ 
the pleasure of her coiiversation. The exer- 
tions sb€[ made and the hedt of the apart*- 
ment sooa gave a o^ur to her faded cheeky. 
and I thought I never saw Caroline look sa 
beautiful ; nor was I ^gular in my opimon. 
She had drawn around us a pleasant group ; 
and har una^e^ted gaiety attached the Ifttle 
circle to us. She particul^ly ' noticed miss 
Latimar's dancings and with the utmost 
frankiKesa pronounce har a lovely girl Some 
one observed that she was a siUy girl. Garo« 
line refuted thecfaturge, and steadily asserted' 
that she had* a good undierstanding, and that 
time would show it. The subject ofthis de*' 

ft 

bate now appitoaehed us panting for breath, 

and h^ face gkxwiog with exercise^ and the 
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conscioU6ne8s of having attracted every eye. 
Caroline instantly resigned to her the seat 
she occupied, settled her disordered head- 
-dress, and with sweetness paid her some little 
compliment on her dancing. Miss Latimar 
returned these artless expressions of goodwill 
with lamentations on the subject of Caroline's 
' bad looks :— she was shocked to see how 
she was shrunk.' Then followed inquiries 
after her dear Marianne Pamell, * whom she 
would give the world to «ee again/ To 
this succeeded her remarks on the company. 
^ There were not three well-dressed women 
in the rooms, and the whole was too correct 
to be spirited/ Another dance was called, 
and miss Latimar with an air of triumph left 
us to our spiritless amusements. I withdrew 
at an early hour with lady M — , leaving my 
husband to take my post with two ladies, who 
engaged to see miss Latimar home. In our 
way to my tranquil pillow, lady M — en* 
gaged me to pass the following day with 
her ; and as it was settled for a quiet one, 

and 
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and I knew that my husband would be en* 
gaged in the city, 1 cheerfully promised to 
be at her levee. 

On entering her pressing- room, I found 
her ladyship alone and reading. ^' I have lost 
my girl for an hour or two/' said she, putting 
aside the book. ^^ Her mother, anxious to 
know how she had borne the bustle of last 
night, was here at breakfast; and she has pre- 
vailed, for they are gone tor an airing this de- 
lightful morning.** ** I am not sorry," replied 
I, •* that I find you alone, though I have pre- 
vented you from enjoying the sun.** I pro- 
ceeded, and with caution mentioned the idle 
tale which had reached me; adding, that I 
much feared, lest, with such obvious misre« 
presentations, some cause df vexation had 
been experienced by miss Pamell ; and which- 
might have contributed to her illness. ** Cir- 
cumstances rather than any intention of 
mine,** replied the worthy lady M — , " have 
hitherto kept you ignorant of the unfortu- 
nate business which has of late disturbed our 
tranquillity, and threatened^ I may say^ the 

L 2 life 
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life of our d^2f ' Caroline. We have for 
i^^ last eighteen months .been aj; cross pur- 
poses, and have^never met in London ; other- 
wise )roi|r advice and friends^iip would have 
been, ^solicited with that confidence which 
they, xnerit. As masters now st^d, I see 
ql^arly that they are still neces^ary^ and I 
scniple not to clain). thetn. In your half- 
s.uppr^5«ed and guarded story, I, find addi- 
tiQ])£^ fpotivies for that interest wiiich my 
heart prompts me to take in the concerns of 
ipiss. ^arqeii ; &>t I now find, what I nexer 

I 

before susjxdcted^ that she stands in need of. 
the supp^r4;«of the, candid aijfl good. In. such 
% cao/se, the' interference o( Mrs. Palmer- 
^n^ will nev>e2; be wantinjg or usfeless. Per- 
ipit n^ tiieiL tp. place b|^fore y^u all the 
qfents wh^ch have takpn place during your 
late melancholy ab^ce from town," ( I had, 
i^y l^liza, lost my dear mother some months 
jff}Qr to this tioie)^' and wJ^ich haveconducted 
mj^ P-arne^.to her prei^nt feeble state, and 
exposed her ^o the .sens^l^ss consents of th^ 

which 
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which you will see a conduct re^ulafed b^ 
virtues which seldom exert tKemSelves m 
■similar cases, I mean, by prudlence and for- 
titude. It does not often napp^n that ah 
inclination sanctioned by parents, anttground* 
ed on merit and reciprocal edteem^ yields to 
nobler impressions. 

^* It is needless to tell yoU that I regard Ci- 
rolihe a^ my child ; arid that I am conisidered 
by het natural parents as a commoti ' ^laiec 
with them in this blessing. Mr. Brecbtfs 
bvertures were in the first instance laid beforfe 
ine. Miss Parhell had khdwn hfm long be^ 
fore he went abroad, and I have good reasdiSs 
' for believing that she had observed his dssi- 
duities even then with favbUr, aS s1)e st^dily 
refused several unexceptionable offers of mai*- 
riage. 

**On his return, hispurposeand hopes Were 
declared in the most honourable manner by 
an application to her father, and the most uri- 
limited cbnditions on his part. - Mr. Pamell 
^ acted conformably to, his principles ; every 
inquiry relative to> Mr, Breton's charactefr 

was 
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mofit honourably resolved in his favour. 
His tutor^ a man distinguished for his inte- 
grity and piety» as much as for his learning, 
had, as a chosen friend, been his companion 
in his travels, after the age which usually sets 
a young man of fortune above all restraint ; 
and this gentleman's testipiony of his conduct 
was more than satis&ctory. Mr. Pamell, 
contented on this essential point, referred the 
lover to his daughter for a fihal answer : this 
was favourable ; and with parties more soli- 
citous forhappfaiess than useless wealth, every 
condiddn annexed to large poBsessbns was 
amply and speedily settled. 

** Mr. Brecon is remarkably handsome^ and 
extremely lively and animated in conversa- 
.ticHi, for which he possesses talents rarely to 
be met with in this frivolous age. I have 
sometimes thought he was deficient in that 
steadiness of character, and, if I may so ex- 
press myself, that sobriety of mind which I 
wished to find in a man destined to be the 
protector of Caroline Parnell : but on these 
occasions I recollected my retirement from 

the 
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the gay world, and those hatutsand opinions 
which so naturally take the lead in minds 
matured i>y time and experience ; and I con- 
stantly remarked with satisfaction, that a 
look from the mild eye of Caroline never 
failed in a moment to check the exuberance 
.of those spirits which alarmed me, and to 
silence those salties of \»^t which I could not 
• enjoy. Thus was my confidence in him re« 
stored ; and I remained satisfied that, consi- 
dering the license allowed to young men in 
the present day^ and the hard necessity which 
parentSb are under to compromise with thdr 
principles, or see their daughters unsettled, 
we had been peculiarly fortunate. 

•* Caroline, inorder to reconcileher mother 
to the change in her situation^ which was £ast 
approaching, left me to reside in Broad-street. 
Mrs. Parnell could not, in the prospect of 
her child's happiness, lose those tender re* 
grets inseparable from the heart of such a 
mother, and to these she gave a colouring, 
which, whilst it added to their weight, re- 
moved from her own censure the selfishness 

which 



.which she could not have tolerated in afi« 
other* She pleaded constantly her daHgh- 
^r's delicate healthy and attributed to that 
cause a reluctance to parting with hen 

^< It happened one Sunday evening, that 
Mr. and Mn. Pamell left Caroline alone, in 
crder to pay a friendly visit to a ack neigh- 
haxr. She had given her orders to die ser* 
vants, and amduded that she was not Hable 
to any intermprion. A visidng rap at the 
door oonsequeady did not discompose her : 
hut the hasty af^roach of feet on the stai^ 
case somewhat alarmed her ; for she tho«ight 
that the dck friend of the family must have 
been too ill to admit her parents, and t\M 
ibey were returned home. The drawing- 
room door opened, and Mr. Brecon entered. 
Miss Pamell's surprise on seeing him arose 
entirely from believing him at that moment 
in Essex, and instantly yielded to the ples^ 
siue of the unlooked'*for visit. He explained 
to her the obstacles which had impeded his 
intended little journey, murmured in his 
usual way at the lawyers, and concluded bis 

philippic 
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poisbfx tHem if tbey^vrere skot f eady to go 
down with him m. three day$^: . / . : . ; 
^^ IKiring this interval^ tfis haiidrttoiied*m^ 
cfaixncaiiy the leaves of arbook'^bd tfaetalAi^, 
in which miss Pamell had been readin^^.abd 
by which was a Bibfe still' open^- HeJodked 
at the book of sermonstfaat' heboid, an'd, 
glancing Im ejreon the Bible, * What !'*acri»d 
he, laughing hdartily, ^ yx>u are still Piety 
in pattens^ asf that madcap Latimar used* to 
calt you at school?* ^rshodhJ^hope^Trer 
plied Caroline with serious^s^, ' that Ab; 
Brecon is one of the last men who would 
regard this d^gnation of the womkri dei 
sdned for his wife, as a term of x;eproaeIu 
Miss Lanmar honourably, although .ujointeQ^ 
tionally, distinguished me amongsf my^com^ 
panions. The acceptation of this peouliar 
title in her heedless mhoEd.by no miahs d^ 
grades it in mine. I do not exactly ytew- jt 
in the same point of ridicule with berselff oo 
those from whom she borrowed it f which, i£ 
I am ncitnustaken,.!s^from tjhe head of ar&rcd 
. -^ L 5 written 
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^ written by an author celebrated for wit^ b«f 
who scrupled not aomethnes to forget deco* 
mm : I am sorry miss Latunar has not for* 
-gotten die occasion^ and the season of her 
.life! in which she was liable to the same nus^ . 
tsdie/ 

^ Brecon had dined gaily. He did not read 
Carolines countenance with his usual pene* 
tration, and with much eagerness and vivacity 
fte now began to ridicule her gravity, run* 
ning over the argumems that with bur« 
gundy and champaign pass for unanswer* 
able : he talked with cutting raillery of ^ the 
believing wife converting the infidel hus- 
band;* and very eloquently descanted on the 
absurdity of vulgar prejudices and priestly . 
cunning. IMiss Pameirs emotions at length 
betrayed her. He perceived that she was 
shocked and in tears ; and terrified by the 
mischief which he bad so thoughtlessly pro- 
duced, a passbnate and fond rhapsody suc- 
ceeded, which was little calculated to impose 
on her understanding, or to sooth her mind. 
He finished j)y saying, that such was her un- 
controllable 
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controllable power over him^ that she should 
find him docile, not only to Sunday read* 
ings, but in Sunday schools. He again 
laughed^ taking h^ band with gay freedom. 
Caroline at this moment suspected somewhat 
of the cause which operated on the unguarded 
Brecon. She arose with dignity, and quitted 
the room in silence. Mr. Brecon waited her 
return during some dme, and then hh the 
house ; probably unconscious of the seriotis 
consequences of this visit. 

^^ The next morning I was summoned to 
Broad-street. Miss Pamell calmly recounted 
to us all that I have related to you; and pro- 
tested at the same time that she believed Mr. 
Brecon to be perfectly sober, until the mo- 
ment she left the drawing-room, when ei- 
ther the truth struck her, or a counterfeited 
appearance of that state from which he 
might hope for an excuse for his conversa- 
tion. ^ I have reason,' continued she, ' to 
bless a discovery which has at once deter* 
mined my doubts respecting Mr. Brecon's 
principles. I have not unfrequentiy of late 

observed 
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ohaened 2l levity m bis opinklto ^ch bat 
given me much uneasiness \ I have vamly 
and weakly endeavoured to impose on my 
understandings and to beUeve^ that what had 
escaped the notice of my best friends could 
not contain cause of alarm or fear for me, and 
tbat my observations were rather the effects 
of a too apprehensive mind^ than any defi* 
ciency in principle on the part of Mr. Brecon^ 
He has happily ceased to be ambiguous^ and 
my duty and most important interests call 
for the sacrifice of my inclinadon ; nay more^ 
my long cherished affection/ Tears and a 
sudden emotion checked her voice, but she 
soon recovered. * I am determined to make 
thb sacrifice/ continued she with coUeeted 
firmness. ^ I feel that my happiness must 
have for its security something more solid 
than the fluctuating opinions of a speculative 
mind too much influenced by human pas* 
sions« My husband must have motives for 
his conduct which admit of no appeal but 
to the written word of God. The christian 
neUgion is my guide, the rock of my de- 
fence, 
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feace^ and nipsupport against eviU My huw^ 
band mast by his faith in its promises^ and 
reverence for its precepts and ordinancea^ 
strei^then my feebleness^ and confirm my 
confidence in those engagements whidi 
at the altar he must solemnly vow to fulfik 
I have endeavoured more than once to e3> 
plain my sentiments chi, this important points 
Shall I confess that my weak reason and 
weaker heart have been silenced by a so- 
phistry in which I could perceive nothing ei- 
ther satisfactory or beneficial to my peace ?* 
** Mrs* Parnell, much affected for her daugh^ 
ter, touched with delicacy on the importance 
of the question^ as it related to the common 
happiness of all parties concerned. She spoke 
of the respectable and amiable parts of Mr« 
Brecon's character^ and insinuated that a 
mutual explanation might sadsfy Caroline^ 
and seriously dispose Mr. Brecon to recant 
such opinions as had with reason alarmed 
the woman whom she was confident he 
loved tenderly. Caroline blushed, and^ 
wiping off a. tear, with quickness replied, that 

she 
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die respected Mr. Brecon's ^kderstanding^ 
and was firmly persuaded that he was a 
man of integrity ; ^but/- added she, ^I should 
despise him could he admit no better nor 
more pure modves for his faith in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, than the gradfications of his 
own heart, or compassion for a woman whose 
afiecdons he may with truth believe he has 
gained/ Again poor Caroline*s voice faU 
tered. 'Why should I deny that I love 
Mr. Brecon,' added she, ^or that I have 
loved him as the only man on earth whom I 
believed necessary to my happiness ? Had 
this trial of my principles been encountered 
with my first impressions in his favour, I 
should probably, like others of my sex at 
seventeen, have deplored my disappointment 
•as irremediable. But have I hot been taught 
by you, my best and dearest friends? has not 
experience in some measure confirmed your 
lessons of wisdom ? have I riot seen examples 
of female fortitude ? have I not seen many 
women rise superior to a trial similar to mine; 
and who have, in a life exemplarily (Hied tip 

by 
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by, the dutkl|ltE>f the wife and the mother, 
shown that a difi^ppointment of the tender 
kind* as it is called, has no inherent power 
to annihilate the hopes and expectations of 
youth ; and that the mind which will seek a 
refuge in religion, and maintain itself, will 
find in this sorrow, as in all others to which 
we are exposed, that none are designed by 
our Maker to overwhelm us with endless re- 
gret, except that sorrow which is attached 
to a deviation from rectitude ? I may, and I 
fear I shall, sometimes murmur at that duty 
which now calls upon me to relinquish those 
hopes and expectations, and one to whom I 
have for some time committed my future 
prosp^ts of happiness, and to whom my pa« 
rents were on the point of cheerfully con- 
signing the care of my safety and guidance. 
But I am something better, I trust, than a 
nominal christian ; my help is with me ; and 
I shall be more than conqueror if I do not 
desert myself: — ^nor let my dear mother for- 
get,' continued she, gracefully taking her 
hand, ^ the support which now encompasses 

my 



itty weakness. We aref/ «aiAhe, 'equally 
the dupes of our self-Ioye in our fears as in 
our pretensions. You think this matter will 
be canV^assed in the world, that I shall suffer 
in the pubHc opinion, and your gentle spirit 
sinks at the idea. I, like you, my dear and 

• 

revered guide, think the opinion of the 
world of importance ; the virtue and good 
conduct of a woman cannot have too many 
barriers to secure it. This, I am persuaded, 
every prudent female will admit with myself, 
notwithstanding her conviction that, if the 
citadel is defended by principles of religion 
and a well-informed reason, it would be safe, 
although some of the feeble out-works of 
public opinion were removed and brdken 
down. But I recollect,* added she smiling, 
^ on all occasions when the restraints of cus* 
tom and the dread of this * world's laugh' 
oppose themselves to my secret judgement, 
that even the mistress of the world, al^pow^ 
erful Rome, was saved by the babbling of 
geese ; and that the restraints even of pre- 
judice and narrow-mindedness, if they in^* 

crease 
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crease the impediments to do evil, are useful 
and respectable. But po strictures on female 
conduct shall supersede with me the com- 
mands of a superior law ; and influenced as 
fny conduct is in the present instance, I am 
prepared to meet the censure of the world. 
The story will have its course without doubt 
in our narrow circle, tt will be defended 
^uid blamed, as the caprice of the moment 
suggests, by the majority of those who Will 
listen to it without any further interest thati 
that of hearing what they had txot heard be- 
fore. The candid will suspend their eefi-^ 
sures, and the good will remember tlk>se 
fri^ids who protect me. Mr. Brecon will, 
1 trust, easily forget a woman who is able to 
sacrifice him to what he will call a mistaken 
and intolerant zeal, and he will be congra- 
tulated by his gay friends on escaping frotti ' 
a yoke which I believe they reprobate 
nearly as much as revealed religion. We 
will, if you please, leave town for a little time. 
Perhaps,* added she, weeping anew, * my 
spirits may demand some riespite from the 

hurrj: 
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hurry of London, and will be better prepared 
by a short retirement for m^^p return to my 
usual modes of life/ 

" We went to my house in Berkshire some 
days after this conversation,** continued lady 
M— '• " Mr. Brecon has not . been so easily 
consoled as Caroline predicted. He followed 
us ; but urged a hopeless cause. He now 
addresses his petitions smd complaints to me^ 
having in vain tried the interference of hk 
friends and the interest of Mr. P^mell, wlio 
really loves him. Here is his -last letter/' 
added she, putting it into my hand ^ ^ read 
it ; you will find in it sentiments worthy of 
the object he solicits, and honourable to him« 
self. The date is not ten days past. I entreat 
of you, my dear Mrs. Palmerstone, to avail 
yourself of this- confidence whenever you 
may judge it expedient. Mr.- Brecon makes 
no secret of his wishes to renew his engage- 
ments with miss Pamell ; and he would with 
indignation resent a doubt of his sincerity : 
but this doubt with many originates in con- 
cealed malice, and must be counteracted. 

Your 
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Your character and^ influence are happily 
more than sufficient to -support such a cause 
as that in which I now engage you. Caro« 
line would disdain the poor and miserable 
attack of malignity j she would reject every 
mode of silencing it, but that of time and 
the evidence of truth. But you and I know^ 
my dear Mrs. Palmerstone, that female de^ 
licacy and female honour ill sustain this slow 
progress ; they demand prompt and vigorous 
assistance^ in order to repel malice and con^ 
fute detracticm." 

Miss Pamell and her mother now entered 

4 

the room, and we passed the remainder of 
the day with mutual satisfaction and cheer- 
fulness. 

A short time after my interview with lady 
M — 9 miss Latimar surprised me with another 
of her unceremonious visits. She entered 
my dressing-room at a very early hour, and, 
after a hasty salutation, abruptly and with 
eagerness asked me whether I had heard lady 
M — mention Mr. Brecon's intention of go- 
ing to Barbadoes. I answered in the nega- 
tive. 
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tive. " I thought as much/^ cried she ei- 
ultingly, ** I knew it could not be true ; bu^ 
there are people who will give credit to any 
thing, no matter how improbabre. It is very* 
likely, indeed, that Brecon should quit the 
pleasures of London for that horrid climate, 
where if he live he will become as black and 
as savage as his filthy negroes." ** Well,*^ 
i'eplied I laughing, •* let us leave him to hi^ 
fate, in c^e he is so careless of his conipte:& 
lOn ; for my not having heard of his inten- 
tion is no evidence for or against the news 
you have picked up. But, as you justly ob- 
serve, public report is entitled to little faith. 
I am afraid,^* continued I more seriously 

*^ that both you and myself have been too 

• 

credulous in regard to the nature of that gen- 
tleman's connexions in Mr. Parneirs family. 
Miss Pamell was by no means the dupe of 
her own vanity, as you were informed : on 
the cpntrary, she has been actuated by the 
most noble principles, to reject an alliance 
' in which not only her own inclinations but 
Mr. Brecon's happiness are the sacrifices. 

Assured 
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Assured as I am of this truth, I think with 

I 

regret of having for an instant listened to 
your improbable story, and I doubt not but 
that you will be sorry for having repeated it." 
** I ba^/* answered she with an air of pique, 
*' that sijly business from a source too osten- 
sible to sidmit of any doubts relative to the 
truth of the account. I know from the most, 
uadeniable authority, that 01iv,er Brecon, 
ij^ver had a thought of marrying ipiss Par- 
nell, nor the wi^ of misleading her or her 
friends into such an opinion/' "That, is, 
very extraordinary ," resumed I j " for such 
2p, authority as jou appear to rest upon cer- 
t^mly coatradicts Mr. Brecon's own declara* 

tion/' 1 paused she was silent. ^- 

*« Moreover/' continued I, "I have read 
l9.tely a letter written by himself, containing 
reiterated proposals for the renewal of an. 
^g^gement, the interruption of which he 
4eplores as the heaviest disappointment of 
his life.'*. ^*Yes, yes,'* exdaijned she^ "I 
understazifi ho^sr all this has happened : lady 
M — i$ aA e;iK;ellent auxiliary on such occa* 

aons!" 
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sions ! ** ** You surely,** demanded I with some 
quickness, *' do not mean to imply that lady 
IVI — is capable of imposition or forgery ! and 
yet she must have been accessary to both, be- 
fore you can set aside the evidence I have 
given you. Nor do you, I believe^ imagine 
that Mn Brecon would contentedly submit 
to such measures, or deny his own hand- 
writing. The truth therefore is palpable ; 
and if you wish for further confirmation, you ' 
^ shall not only see this letter, but be convinced 
that Mr. Brecon openly avows his attach- 
ment to miss Parnell, and that he has em- 
ployed, not ten days ance, the interest of his 
friends to regain her favour and esteem, and 
effect his desire of an union* Be then just 
to yourself, my dear miss Latimar,** added I 
softening, '* be candid, and allow that you 
have been misled by a misrepresentation of 
this amiable young woman's conduct. Tour 
persisting in an obstinate adherence to the tale 
you have heard will only injure yourself. 
You have long known Caroline F^mell, your 
jrouthful days were passed in the same house. 

Every 



239 

Every one who knows miss Parnell will re- 
ject this story j^ and you will most honourably 
exhibit your own character by treating it 
with the contempt which it deserves. You 
are young and beautifbl like her^ and equally 
exposed to the shafts of envy. The cause of 
Caroline Parnell is a common cause, which 
every virtuous and prudent young woman 
ought actively to defend. Falsehood and ma* 
fignity would soon retreat, did they find op* 
ponents in every honest and candid hearer 
of their fabricated malice. It is our supine- 
ness and indolence which give them celerity, 
and the power of ii^uring the innocent.'* " I 
thank you, madam, for your instructions^^* 
repHed miss Latimar with ironical huniiEty. 
^ I am sorry that I feel on this occasion so 
little disposition to profit from them. Facts 
with me are stubborn things. I beg leave 
to resign miss Parnell and her concerns into 
your and lady M — ^s hands. You are much 
better qualified to combat with general belief 
than I presume to be/' 

I was provoked, my Eliza, and with no 

little 



24a 

little asperity reminded her of a proof which 
she had so apparently overlooked. ^^ Tou 
will do well," said I, " in your future anim- 
adversions and comments on this affair, to 
recollect that, whether it arises from a natural 
love of justice, or from that shrewdness and 
cunning which depravity rarely wants^ the 
world has a wonderful sagacity in discovering 
the common incitements to malevolence and 
slander. Take care lest it stumble oa the 
truth, in ascribing motives for your disbelief 
of circumstances to the honour of this exceU 
lent young woman> that will be more offen- 
sive to your vanity than the triumph of her 
fair fame.'' She rose indignajatly from her 
seat. ^' I will at least/' said she, Airiously, 
ringings ^^ spare that vanity further insult at 
present." " You will do well^^ said I calmly, 
<^ and still better if you can as easily and ef- 
fectually secure it from the many it will have 
to encounter.'' She retired haughtily and 
rudely. 

I was diverted some days after by the ac- 
count which she diligently circulated of our 

. quarrel. 
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quarrel. I had, according to this accurat* 
chronicle, cruelly insulted her feelings^ ij^ 
upbraiding her as the cause of Mr. Br .con's 
desertion of miss Parnell, a young lady whom 
she so particularly esteemed and admired. I 
had evei} gone so far as to insinuate, that she 
bad favoured his addresses. I smiled, and 
miss Latimar*s injuries were forgotten. 

You may perhaps imagine that this giddy 
girl had some object in view by this conduct, 
not very remote from the accusations that 
she produced against me. You are mistaken. 
Miss Latimar was a coquette, and invulnera- . 
ble but on the side of vanity. She would 
have heard of the death of a lover with more 
composure than of the desertion of an ad- 
mirer. Mr. Brecon had never intisted under 
Iyer banners; and the most she could pro-> 
mise herself was, to see him occasionally in 
her train; for his society was not hers. The 
sole motive of her conduct must be simply 
reduced to the desire of lessening that influ- 
ence in another, which she coveted to enjoy 
without a rival; and Caroline Parnell shared 
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feer enmity with every other yotlng and beau- 
tiful woman who stood in her way. 

From this period I lost sight of tniss Lati- 
ttiar. The very recollection of her was lost 
in scenes jin which she could have no interest* 
At length I accidentally learned that^^she had 
assocmted with ladies established in the public 
opinion by the pains which they had taken 
to place themselves above its censures ; and 
tn idle story was produced to convince me 
Aat miss Latimar had not quite reached their 
impunity : for it was said, that att B^h she 
had with apparent complacence deceived 
ifhe Assiduous and marked attentions of an 
Italiaii nobleman ; that he had followed her 
to town, and was very fortunately recognised 
by my lord B-^, whose valet he had been 
at Naples. I will not be responsible for the 
truth of this story ; but I know that Mn 
Latimar gave up his ho^ise in London from 
fliat time, ^md kepi his &ir daughter im* 
mwed at his seat inYo^rki^ire, witb acme 
seeverity on his part, and much reluctance 
knA obstinate contention ^>n hers. 

She 
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She was at the time of her forced retire* 
nvent three- or four-and-twentyj and I ieaYeit 
to you to calculate the progress she had made 
in that career, which at seventeen so mise** 
rably invited her; I leave you to tntc^ the 
road which has vanity for its guide, aad folly 
for its end. 

I was prepared for her late visit by a letter 
from Mrs. Ainsworth, in whose age and in- 
firmities lie buried not only her good sense 
and experience, but the remembrance of 
those acts of kindness and friendship which 
miss Latimar has received from her for the 
greatest part ©f her life. She informed me 
that miffe Latima:r, weary of her confinement, 
and impatient of control, had insisted on 
visiting London ; that her father, tired of 
opposition, and weakened by age and severe 
fits of the gout, submitted; but firmly with-^ 
held the means of gratifying her love of 
expense 4md showj alleging that ^e had 
spent a fortiine when permitted to do as she 
pleased with his purse» It appears that he 
was firm. She is therefore in lodgin;gs wi^ 
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two servants ; and in this situation she pro- 
bably forgot that eight years had made any 
change in the circle of her former brilliant 
amusements. But she finds the place she then 
occupied filled up ; her former gay friends 
no longer recollect her face; and some 
amongst them are ashamed to show their 
own. In this awkward predicament miss 
Latimar thought of me, and with some rea- 
son judged that I had it in my power to be 
useful to her. But miss Latimar has no longer 
the plea of youth and inexperience to urge 
with me; and I am no Quijscote in the work 
of reformation. I am well assured that it 
would be as chimerical to combat the esta- 
blished empire of folly and vanity in the heart 
of a woman upwards of thirty, as to encoun- 
ter; windmills under the imaginary forms of 
giants and magicians.. For all other domi- 
neering passions wisdom may hope to find an 
antidote, and prudence and address may 
seize the moment in which to render it effi- 
cacious : but vanity is a tyrant which never 
bleeps ; it feeds on all the nobler faculties of 

the 
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the mind, subdues reason, and scorns instruc- 
tion. Insensible to the contempt it excites, 
its restless search is admiration, and with 
greedy haste it snatches it from the mean- 
est adulator, or the most insidious betrayer. 
Miss Latimar must now sink into that cha- 
racter which she has prepared for herself. 
She has received the tribute which fools only 
pay to youth and beauty ; she has no claim 
to that which wisdom cheerfully gives to 
merit. As the votary of vanity she has had 
her reign t the remainder of her existence is a 
blank in society ; and will produce no better 
fruits to herself than repinings and discontent, 
to say nothing of those evils to which invete-» 
rate folly may yet betray her. 

It did not suit my temper, my princi- 
ples, or my convenience, to become useful 
to this lady. My-coldness towards* her when 
here has explained my intentions ^ and we 
shall see no more of her. 

I t4iink you will have reason to complain 
of me if I omit satisfying you with the sequel 
of mha Parnell's story. I will therefore finish 

my 
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my narrative, by relating those events which 
induced her finally to take the name of 
Brecon. 

Miss Latimar's intelligence, respecting this 
gentleman's visiting a large estate left him by 
an uncle in Barbadoes, was well founded. 
Disappointed in all respects in his hope^ to 
regain his former footing in Mr. Pamell's 
family, he quitted England ; but her predic- 
tions as to his appearance at his return were 
somewhat less exactly verified. It is true^ 
be returned a changed many and his conv 
plexion was not improved ; but although k 
was not quite the colour of his ^^ filthy 
negroes," it bore the hue of melancholy y and 
alarmed his friends. He retired to his seat 
in Essex, and for some time appeared to have 
forgotten the world. Doctor S — y bis con- 
stant companion and dearest friend, at length 
succeeded in dispelling one subject of regret 
from his mind^ and he insensibly mixed in 
society. The steady and manly indifference 
with which he met the pointed ridicule of his 
former gay associates, the assiduity with which 

he 
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he engaged in puxsuits worthy of him afld 
suitable to his condition in life, conviiiced 
eY«-y ojie that Mr* Brecon wzs 2l changed 
Tnan. At this time be became a frequent 
visitor at: your grandfather^ and gained with 
us aa esteem that he has maintained to this 
hour. In about a year after his return from 
Barbadoes I received the following letter 
from lady M — , to announce to me an event 
which all missParaeirs friends were prepared . 
to expect, ^d which all heard o£ with^satisf% 
fiuction^ 

" You will rejoice with us,** wrote lady M-^^ 
^« in the happiness of this auspicious day* Your 
fiivouritea are united. It is more than pro« 
bable that the delay of their happiness will 
be the basis of its security ; for it now rests 
on a sincere return from error on the one 
part> and the most entire confidence and. 
esteem on the other. Doctor S— , who 
joined their hands, has. just left me, weeping 
with joy> and saying, like the good Simeon, 
' Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace. Think,' said he,. * thinks my 

dear 
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dear lady M— :•, to what a height my share of 
this day's comfort amounts! But you cannot 
duly estimate it mthout knowing what was 
my sorrow, on seeing the object of my best 
hopes, and the child of my affection, desert 
that cause for which I have livedo and for 
which I would meet death.' 

" * Oliver Brecon was left to my care at 
seven years of age by his father, who kindly 
.thought my integrity equal to the duty, and 
siy friendship equal to the burthen. He 
was of age before he travelled ; and with 
bonest pleasure I found that he preferred his 
tutor and his father in love to a younger 
companion. I had in the early part of my 
life made connexions on the continent, 
which now became , useful to Mr. Brecon ; 
and ^ith pleasure I introduced this second 
proof that I had not lived in vain. I ex- 
ulted in the success of my labours, and saw 
with pride a conduct in my pupil that re- 
i^ected honour on my gray head. He treated 
the flimsy sophistry which he n>et with in 
almost every literary society that he fre* 
•. : quented| 
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quented, with manly argument and proud 
defiance, and quitted it with the reputatioa 
of a man who was well aWe to defend the 
cause he had adopted, and who was worthy 
of it. I enjoyed my triumph too soon, and 
I doubt too proudly. His unsuspecting nature, 
the conviviality of his temper, that consci- 
ousness of abilities which self-love even on 
breaker grounds whispers to the human hearty 
all tended to mislead him in London. His 
large fortune and independent condition sooxi 
allured around him associates, not the less 
qualified for his seduction by being removed, 
from suspicion in a mind that had no clue in 
itself to lead it to conceive a sinister design 
in that of .another. But these very honour- 
able friends found that they had more to do 
than they looked for. Brecon from a boy 
hated trivial pursuits. In eicercise he was 
manly^-and even daring ; but a love of study 
was his predominant passion. Gaming was 
h^s aversion, and the pleasures of the table 
finished for him when conversation and wit 
vere lost ia revdry. His new iziends saw 
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diat they had to corrupt bis taste as well as t«> 
pervfert his morals. They wanted noe pene- 
trationy and soon (Hscovered that it was ne* 
cessary to break down the strong fences which 
defended both the one and the other ; but 
which, had not kept out the vanity of a young 
man sensible of those acquirements whkh 
constituted with him the only superiority of 
which he was ambitious. Religion becanne 
their topic oi debate, and ridicule their keeiw 
0St argument. OUver entered the hsts witk 
s^rdour. He repelled their attacks vnth suC'* 
cess ; but bis hottest heart perceived nad (bar 
subtlety. A loud laugh cookl now discon* 
cen him, and he begaa to wav^ w. that 
faith which he had believed could silence 
wilful obstinacy. Ardently did he return 
again and again to the charge. He struggled 
for victory, when retreat would have been 
not only honourable but glorious \ for bts de< 
feat was the triumph, not of reason, but of 
concerted cunning and dissimulation. They 
listened to betray, they answered to entrap ; 
and tbe inexperienced Oliver became a con- 
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vert to men, -whom a year before he would 
not have deigned to meet in the fair and 
open investigation of any subject worthy of 
his thoughts. That miss Parnell in the first 
moments of self-recollection had not an in- 
fluence, it is far from my intention to assert; 
but I will be answerable for the sincerity with 
whjch he has returned to those principles 
which lie inconsiderately abandoned. Their 
infinite importance to the happiness of man 
has been duly weighed by a mind seriously 
alarmed by the hazard of relinquishing them; 
and Mr. Brecon has fallen, to rise with re- 
double firmness ; for he knows at present 
the strength that is needful for human weak* 
ness."' 

I cannot, my dear Eliza^ finish this letter 
without some observations of my own. You 
have been instructed Mn your religious faith 
by parents who have howestly made that re- 
ligion the ride of their conduct ; and with 
every argument resulting from their own 
belief and experience they have endeavoured 
to convince you that there is no safety in 
this world for those who reject the word of 

God 
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God. You well know likewise that I am no 
bigot : all who profess the same faith .with 
myself, and all who profess to follow the 
same divine leader, are Christians with me, 
however we may dissent on those speculative 
points, which, as having little to do with our 
obedience to the precepts and commands of 
our master, are and must be subjects of less 
importance to me, and to all those wfto with 
limited knowledge and humility of heart 
prefer doing the wiH of our ' divine teacher, 
to searching into the mysteries of that faith 
which we acknowledge as sufficient to save. 
But you are how, my Elisa, entering a world 
that will hourly call upon you for pity and 
toleration. You will meet men, who, under 
the name of Deists, will surprise you by 
their rejection of that very gospel from 
which has been drawn the pure morality they 
profess, and "which I am willing to believe 
many of them practise. These are men 
whbse reasoning faculties are acute, and 
whose readin^^ has given them more inge- 
nuity and subtlety than love of truth and 
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simplicity J not that they hate the light, but 
that pride teaches them to think that they 
have eyes to search into the secrets even of 
Omnipotaice. We will not presume, my 
child, to judge such men as these : but we 
may lament their desertion of a faith, which 
would not disgrace their boasted reason, and 
which even they must allow promises more 
than scepticism. We will however, jny 
Eliza, freely show our contempt and scorn 
of those who adopt infidelity as the fashion 
of the day ; and who, without one appro- 
priate idea of the subject, or more instruction 
than they brought with tkem from the nur- 
sery, set up for free-thinkers ; and consider 
their senseless attacks on revealed religion as 
proofs of their wit, and tests of their under- 
standing ; and, in their rude and officious 
2eal to break down the barriers which secure 
their neighbours, fancy thaW their pilfered 
language and arguments must convince 
others, though unintelligible to themselves. 
I have met with even boys, my dear cbild^ 
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v^ho have pertly and insolently obtruded 
their doubts amongst a circle of women, and 
in the presence of their mothers and sisters. 
I have listened to some of these superior 
geniuses^ who with the utmost self-compla- 
cency have congratulated themselves on 
having discarded points of faith, which the 
wisest and most enlightened of our race have 
believed and defended with, glory. You 
will, as well as your mother, be in danger of 
forgetting Christian charity with offenders* 
of this sort, and, like her, you will wish to re- 
mind these young genilemen to remove in 
the first place a suspicion by which a simple 
believer may very well oppose their endea- 
vours to make proselyte^. Let them take 
care not to ^liscover to the world, that their 
view in rejecting the gospel is to remove all 
those checks which, vice needs, and to which 
they give the ieins. Our religion is in this 
fespect exactly conformable to our reason. 
We know that sin is niisery ; and when a li<* 
bertiaeteUs us that the gospel is a fable^ 
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mvented by the craft of man, we must be 
idiots not to perceive that he has motives for 
disbeKef, i?diich it is for our security and 
happiness ev^n in this life to shun as we 
would a desolating pestilence. ** To search 
the Scriptur^" is recommended by an apostle 
who well knew |hat they would stand every 
inquiry which resu^lted from a love of truth 
and a humble mind. But be not ashamed, 
i;ny Eliza, of following your mother's ex- 
ample. Search them for the salutary pur- 
poses for which they were given, namely, to 
, purify the heart, and to conduct you to the 
source from whence they came. And re- 
member that there are multitudes of both 
sexes ** ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth,'* merely 
because they are " high-minded," and lovers 
of vain argument more than ** lovers of 
God/* 

You will expect me to say a few words 
respecting the present situation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Brecon. They have resided since their 
marriage with lady M — in Devonshire, her 
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health being infirm. But I am told by MrsT 
Pamell, who is just returned from thence, * 
that she expects them in town this winter ^ 
and she has prepared me for the embonpoint 
of her daughter, and to receive her nursling, 
a boy who ran alone at eleven months. 

I am 

Your affectionate mother, 

Angelica Palmerstone, 



THE END, 
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